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INTRODUCTION 


After  knowing  Roy  H.  Ball,  the  author  of  this  book  "Conquering  The  Frontiers",  most  all  his  life,  I  consider  it  a 
pleasure  as  well  as  an  honor  to  mention  a  few  thoughts  regarding  this  fine  gentleman,  his  parents  and  grandparents. 

I  have  known  the  Ball  family,  since  the  early  1880's.  I  am  now  85  years  of  age  and  Jesse  R.  Ball  (Bob),  the  father 
of  Roy  was  one  of  my  closest  boyhood  friends.  We  were  school  mates  back  in  the  1880’s  in  central  Missouri.  We 
attended  the  Fordney  School,  an  old  log  school  house  a  short  distance  north  of  Balltown  and  about  six  miles  east  of 
Lincoln,  Missouri. 

I  knew  James  S.  Ball,  the  father  of  Bob  and  the  grandfather  of  Roy.  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  entire  Ball 
family  in  that  day.  I  knew  the  ancestors  on  both  sides  and  they  have  always  possessed  the  highest  reputation  in  the 
community  in  which  they  lived.  They  are  good  Christian  people.  In  years  gone  by,  I  have  been  their  pastor. 

Roy  has  represented  me  in  legal  matters  as  has  his  brother  Virgil  R.  Ball.  They  are  both  very  competent  and  highly 
honored  members  of  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma,  as  well  as  two  fine  Christian,  American  citizens.  I  am  sure 
that  this  book,  regarding  the  biography  and  history  of  this  one  branch  of  the  Ball  family,  will  be  most  interesting  to 
those  who  read  it. 

Reverend  W.  Vance  Shook 


As  a  fellow  member  of  the  B^r  of  the  State  of  Oklahoma,  I  deem  it  a  privilege  and  an  honor  to  be  permitted  to 
write  a  few  lines  involving  the  life  of  Hon.  Roy  H.  Ball,  the  author  of  this  book  "Conquering  The  Frontiers.” 

I  have  known  this  gentleman  since  1912,  at  which  time  he  was  but  a  small  boy  selling  newspapers  on  the  streets  of 
Oklahoma  City.  I  knew  his  parents  and  the  manner  in  which  they  reared  their  children.  This  was  a  family  of  good, 
Christian,  American  citizens.  I  know  his  sister  Goldie,  as  well  as  his  brother  the  Hon.  Virgil  R.  Ball. 

The  author  of  this  book,  as  well  as  his  brother,  Virgil  R.  B^  11,  received  their  legal  education  after  maturity.  Both 
received  their  LLB  degree  from  Cumberland  University  in  Lebanon,  Tennessee.  Roy  in  recent  years  has  become  too 
occupied  in  the  managing  of  his  own  affairs,  he  has  had  to  forego  his  active  practice  of  law.  However,  Virgil  is  of 
legal  council  for  the  Berry  Oil  Company  of  Stillwater,  Oklahoma.  Both  are  good,  Christian  gentlemen  and  are  highly 
honored  members  of  the  Bar  of  Oklahoma.  What  success  is  theirs  has  come  in  that  good,  old  pioneering  manner,  the 
hard  way.  I  am  confident  their  lives  as  well  as  the  lives  of  their  ancestors  will  be  interesting  to  all  who  may  read  this 
book. 

Walter  Morris,  Atty.  at  Law 


To  the  readers  of  the  following  pages  it  is  indeed  a  great  pleasure  and  honor  for  me  as  one  of  the  district  judges  of 
the  Seventh  Judicial  District  of  Oklahoma  to  join  in  the  introduction  of  Roy  H.  Ball,  the  author  of  "Conquering  The 
Frontiers",  and  his  brother,  Virgil  R.  Ball. 

These  two  gentlemen  have  been  members  of  the  bar  of  Oklahoma  to  my  knowledge  during  the  past  twenty-five 
years  and  as  lawyers  and  members  of  the  bar  they  bear  an  enviable  reputation  for  honesty  and  integrity  and  for  their 
knowledge  of  the  law. 

Their  clientele  has  always  been  satijfied  and  has  always  returned  for  legal  advice  and  counsel,  which  in  and  of 
itself  is  a  great  record  of  achievement  and  confidence.  No  other  members  of  the  bar  have  ever  received  more  confidence 
than  these  two  fine  gentlemen. 

Glen  O.  Morris,  District  Judge 


To  those  who  may  read  this  book,  "Conquering  the  Frontiers",  by  Roy  H.  Ball,  this  writer  has  known  the  author  and 
his  brother,  Hon.  Virgil  R.  Ball,  to  be  members  of  the  Oklahoma  State  Bar  Association  for  approximately  twenty-five 
years.  The  Hon.  Roy  H.  Ball  in  the  past  few  years,  however,  has  become  interested  in  investments  and  now  has  little 
time  for  the  active  practice  of  law.  To  the  contrary,  Virgil  R.  Ball  is  of  legal  council  for  the  Berry  Oil  Company  of 
Stillwater,  Oklahoma.  Roy  is  a  resident  of  Oklahoma  City  while  Virgil  resides  in  Stillwater. 

Both  of  these  gentlemen  are  men  of  the  highest  degree  of  integrity  and  reputation  without  the  slightest  blemish  and 
men  whose  patriotic  zeal  is  above  question.  Roy  H.  Ball  is  an  active  mason  of  high  degree  and  a  lecturer  in  that  order. 

In  the  following  pages  the  author,  Roy  H.  Ball,  has  written  the  biography  and  history  of  his  branch  of  the  Ball  family 
covering  a  period  of  time  of  more  than  two  hundred  years.  Knowing  his  proclivity  for  thoroughness  in  his  practice  of  law, 

I  am  sure  that  the  details  of  this  work  will  be  found  highly  dependable,  and  his  command  of  the  English  language  will  make 
it  indeed  a  work  of  literary  art.  I  mention  these  latter  facts  only  as  one  evidence  of  Mr.  Ball's  profound  industry. 

Much  more  could  be  said  with  reference  to  the  Ball  brothers,  but  we  can  summarize  their  characteristics  by  concluding 
that  it  is  a  rare  privilege  to  be  afforded  the  opportunity  to  give  to  these  two  gentlemen  such  a  broad  and  sweeping 
recommendation  as  to  say  that  they  are  men  of  the  highest  character  and  dependability. 

John  A.  Brett,  Judge  of  The  Criminal  Court 
of  Appeals  for  the  State  of  Oklahoma. 


FRATERNALLY 


The  author  of  this  book  "Conquering  The  Frontiers",  has  been  for  many  years,  genuinely  devoted  to  Masonic  service 
with  apparently  nothing  in  mind  but  a  burning  desire  to  promote  happiness  and  create  not  only  a  better  understanding  of 
the  teachings  of  Freemasonry  but  to  foster  a  desire  in  his  brethren  to  increase  their  knowledge  and  usefulness,  thus  improving 
themselves  and  their  community. 

Roy  H.  Ball  was  first  brought  to  light  in  Masonry  on  May  20,  1922  in  Siloam  Lodge  No.  276,  Oklahoma  City.  In  due 
course  the  degrees  of  symbolic  Masonry  were  unfolded  and  after  some  30  years  he  changed  his  membership  to  Hiram  Lodge 
No.  494.  His  quest  for  Masonic  knowledge  has  been  ardent  and  persistent,  always  catching  a  glimpse  of  other  and  deeper 
meanings  of  the  intriguing  mysteries  that  are  constantly  appearing  to  a  student  of  the  ancient  Craft.  His  studies  and 
investigations  have  caused  him  to  become  interested  in  the  degrees  of  the  York  or  American  Rite  and  the  Scottish  Rite 
where  he  has  demonstrated  his  interest  as  being  genuine  by  fitting  himself  and  working  faithfully  in  a  number  of  the  degrees 
in  each  of  the  Rites. 

During  his  search  for  light,  knowledge  and  understanding  shrouded  in  Masonic  symbolism  he  has  never  ceased  to  spread 
comfort  and  consolation  by  conducting  many  Masonic  funeral  services  and  other  activities  calculated  to  benefit  his 
brethren.  Times  without  number  he  has  delivered  an  exceptionally  fine  Masonic  monologue  and  filled  numerous  speaking 
engagements  at  lodge  functions,  district  meetings  and  on  similar  occasions. 

This  devotion  to  his  Masonic  obligations  has  caused  him  to  be  recognized  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  and  he  was  rewarded  for  his  zeal  and  devotion  by  being  awarded  the  rank  and  decoration  of 
Knight  Commander  of  the  Court  of  Honor.  This  is  an  honor  conferred  upon  but  few  and  has  the  distinction  of  being 
awarded  without  solicitation. 

Far  more  lasting  and  comforting  than  the  honors  received  are  the  friendships  made,  the  lives  enriched  and  made  happier, 
and  the  growth  and  development  of  himself  in  his  unselfish  service  to  others. 


J.  Fred  Latham,  P.G.M.  and  Grand 
Secretary  of  The  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  A.F.  &  A.M.  of 
the  State  of  Oklahoma. 
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FOREWORD 


It  is  with  due  reverence  to  God,  with  love  and  admiration  for  those  of  my  people  who  have 
passed  from  this  scene  of  action,  and  consideration  for  those  now  living,  as  well  as  being 
greatly  interested  in  those  who  are  to  follow,  that  I  undertake  the  following. 

Being  a  novice  in  this  particular  field,  I  am  very  mindful  many  things  of  an  erroneous 
nature  may  be  observed  herein  by  the  critical,  professional  or  accomplished  writer.  For 
this  I  extend  my  apologies  with  the  thought  that  without  frills  or  fanfare,  I  wish  this  record 
to  express  the  true  nature  of  the  Ball  family  in  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  this  one  branch  of  the 
family  tree,  including  this  writer. 

In  the  knowledge  that  it  was  not  my  good  fortune  to  be  blessed  with  a  son  to  carry  on  the 
Ball  name  for  me,  I  am  trusting  this  biography  and  history  of  the  Ball  family  will  suffice  as 
a  medium  for  that  purpose.  It  has  always  been  my  nature  to  be  somewhat  philosophical  and 
having  always  loved  good  poetry,  that  which  expresses  a  philosophy  of  living  none  can- dissent 
from,  I  shall  use  a  few  of  such  materials  herein.  For  a  period  of  over  thirty  years  these 
various  articles  which  I  shall  use  have  been  gathered  by  me  as  a  hobby  and  placed  into  a 
scrap  book  for  that  purpose.  With  apologies  to  the  original  authors,  many  of  whom  are  not 
known  to  me,  I  am  doing  this  merely  as  a  means  of  conveying  to  those  who  may  read  this 
biography  in  years  to  come,  some  of  the  things  this  member  of  the  Ball  clan  enjoys. 

Prior  to  my  becoming  interested  in  this  family  history,  I  had  never  heard  of  any  of  my 
Grandfather  Ball's  people.  I  had  never  heard  the  names  of  his  parents,  nor  did  I  know  if  he 
had  any  brothers  or  sisters.  I  had  never  heard  any  discussion  of  the  Ball  family  tree.  Now 
that  I  have  discovered  many  relation,  formerly  unknown  to  me,  and  the  more  I  learn  of  the 
past  of  this  Irish  family  of  Balls,  the  more  interesting  it  becomes. 

The  intention  herein  is  to  compile  a  permanent  record  in  so  far  as  it  is  possible  with 
such  records  and  information  now  available  regarding  this  one  branch  of  the  Ball  family, 
their  past  with  dates,  places,  events  and  I  trust  things  of  interest  to  those  who  are  to  come 
after  us . 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  give  recognition  and  my  sincere  thanks  to  Mrs .  Frank  Miles  of  Des 
Moines,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Etta  (Ball)  Borders  of  Bardstown,  Kentucky;  Mrs.  Nellie  Hiday  of  Salem, 
Oregon;  Mrs.  Ezra  Davidson  of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho;  Mrs.  Arthur  Skewis  of  Sequim, 
Washington;  Mrs.  Brice  Kennedy  of  Abbeville,  South  Carolina;  Mrs.  A.  S.  Frye  of  Somerset, 
Kentucky;  Mrs.  Mary  Williams  of  Clinton,  Missouri;  as  well  as  many  others  who  were  most 
gracious  in  assisting  me  with  information  which  had  been  gathered  over  a  period  of  many 
years  and  which  saved  me  valuable  time  and  effort.  Most  valuable  information  including  old 
documents,  letters,  pictures  and  many  things  of  interest  were  furnished  me  from  which  a 
record  of  the  past  has  been  constructed. 

In  the  accumulation  of  the  material  found  herein  considerable  expense  has  been  incurred. 
An  enormous  amount  of  correspondence  has  been  necessary.  Thousands  of  miles  have  been 
driven  securing  information  and  interviewing  various  individuals.  There  were  stories 
encountered  which  failed  to  conform  to  the  facts,  which  for  that  reason  could  not  be  used. 
Many  records  were  checked  pertaining  to  births,  deaths,  marriages,  divorce  as  well  as 
school  and  census  files  . 

Records  in  cemeteries  and  funeral  homes  were  searched  for  information  that  would  be 
useful.  Information  found  in  old  newspapers  solved  many  of  our  problems.  Extensive  search 
was  given  the  records  available  in  the  court  houses  of  many  of  the  counties  of  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Texas  and  Oklahoma,  as  well  as 
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records  in  London,  England  and  Dublin,  Ireland.  Many  of  the  records  found  in  the  archives 
of  the  various  State  capitols  were  searched.  Lodge  and  insurance  records  were  gone  into. 
Valuable  information  was  obtained  from  Government  records  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Some  of 
the  dates  found  herein  were  taken  from  tombstones  standing  in  various  cemeteries  visited. 

I  trust  that  no  accusations  will  be  made  to  the  effect  that  I  have  over-emphasized  the 
importance  of  any  one  individual  named  herein  or  treated  as  unimportant  any  person  or 
individual.  I  toot  no  horn  for  anyone,  neither  is  it  my  intention  to  treat  any  person  with 
disdain  or  indifference.  Every  trade,  profession  or  vocation  found  in  the  good  old  American 
way  of  life  is  represented  here.  There  are  doctors,  lawyers,  engineers,  merchants, 
farmers,  stockmen,  blacksmiths,  bricklayers,  salesmen,  barbers,  mechanics,  carpenters 
and  common  laborers,  some  saints,  some  sinners.  There  are  husbands,  fathers,  sons  and 
brothers.  There  are  mothers,  wives,  sisters  and  daughters,  ninety  eight  percent  of  whom 
are  good,  honest,  trustworthy,  church  going,  God  fearing,  hard  working,  patriotic  American 
people.  These  precious  domestic  relations  form  all  mankind  into  one  universal  Holy  alliance. 
By  them  we  are  acquainted,  by  them  we  are  related.  I  can  have  no  purposes  that  ought  not  to 
be  the  desire  of  everyone  named  herein.  It  is  in  this  spirit  that  I  shall  proceed. 


ROY  HUTTON  BALL 
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WHY  WE  HAVE  A  FAMILY  NAME  AND  WHAT  IT  MEANS  TO  YOU 


Primitive  personal  names  doubtless  originated  soon  after  the  invention  of  spoken  language, 
although  the  date  of  their  first  use  is  lost  in  the  darkness  of  ages  preceding  recorded  history. 
For  thousands  of  years  thereafter,  in  the  dawn  of  historic  times,  when  the  world  was  less 
crowded  than  it  is  today  and  every  man  knew  his  neighbor,  only  one  title  of  address  was 
necessary.  Only  gradually,  with  the  passing  centuries  and  the  increasing  complexity  of 
civilized  society,  did  a  need  arise  for  more  specific  designations.  While  the  roots  of  our 
system  of  family  names  may  be  traced  back  to  early  civilized  times,  actually  the  hereditary 
surname  as  we  know  it  today  is  a  comparatively  recent  development  in  human  history,  dating 
from  a  time  scarcely  earlier  than  nine  hundred  years  ago. 

A  surname  is  a  name  added  to  a  Baptismal  or  Christian  name  for  the  purpose  of  making 
it  more  specific  and  of  indicating  family  relationship  or  descent.  Classified  according  to 
origin,  most  surnames  fall  into  four  general  categories;  (1)  those  formed  from  the  given 
name  of  the  Sire;  (2)  those  arising  from  bodily  or  personal  characteristics;  (3)  those  derived 
from  locality  or  place  of  residence;  and  (4)  those  derived  from  occupation.  It  is  easier  to 
understand  the  story  of  the  development  of  our  institution  of  surnames  if  these  classifications 
are  borne  in  mind. 

As  early  as  Biblical  times,  certain  distinguishing  appellations  were  occasionally  employed 
in  addition  to  the  given  name,  as,  for  instance,  Joshua  the  Son  of  Nun,  Simon  the  Son  of  Jonas, 
Judas  of  Galilee,  and  Simon  the  Zealot.  In  ancient  Greece  daughters  were  scrupulously  named 
after  their  fathers,  as  Chryseis,  the  Daughter  of  Chryseis . 

Sons'  names  were  usually  an  enlarged  form  of  the  father's  as  Hieronymus,  Son  of  Hiero. 

The  Romans  with  the  rise  of  their  civilization,  felt  the  need  of  some  hereditary  title,  and  to 
meet  this  need  they  invented  a  complex  system  whereby  every  patrician  traced  his  descent  by 
taking  several  names.  None  of  these,  however,  exactly  correspond  to  surnames  as  we  know 
them,  for  the  "Clan  Name,  "  though  hereditary,  was  given  also  to  slaves  and  other  dependents. 
Excellent  as  this  system  was,  it  proved  to  be  a  temporary  innovation,  for  the  overthrow  of 
the  Western  Empire  by  barbarian  invaders  brought  about  its  end  and  a  reversion  to  the 
primitive  custom  of  a  single  name. 

The  ancient  Scandinavians  and  for  the  most  part  the  Germans  had  only  individual  names, 
and  there  were  no  family  names,  strictly  speaking,  among  the  Celts.  But  as  family  and 
tribal  groups  grew  in  size,  individual  names  proved  inadequate,  and  the  need  for  supplementary 
designations  began  to  be  felt.  Among  the  first  employed  were  such  terms  as  "The  Strong,” 

"The  Hardy,"  "The  Stern,"  "The  Dreadful,"  and  the  nations  of  northern  Europe  soon  adopted 
the  practice  of  adding  the  father's  name  to  the  son's,  as  Oscar,  son  of  Ossian;  Oscar,  son  of 
Carunth;  and  Dermid,  son  of  Duthno. 

True  surnames,  in  the  sense  of  hereditary  designations  date  in  England  from  about  the 
year  1000.  Largely  they  were  introduced  from  Normandy,  although  there  are  interesting 
records  of  Saxon  surnames  prior  to  the  Norman  Conquest. 

Perhaps  the  oldest  known  surname  in  England  is  that  borne  by  Hwita  Hatte,  a  Keeper  of 
bees,  whose  daughter  was  Tate  Hatte.  During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor  (1042-1066) 
there  were  Saxon  tenants  in  Suffolk  bearing  the  names  as  Suert  Magno,  Stigand  Soror,  Siuward 
Rufus,  and  Leuric  Hobbesune  (Hobson)  and  the  Domesday  record  of  (1085-1086)  which  exhibits 
some  curious  combinations  of  Saxon  forenames  with  Norman  family  names,  shows  surnames 
in  still  more  general  use. 

By  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century,  hereditary  names  had  become  common  in  England.  But 
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even  by  1465  they  were  not  universal.  During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  V  a  law  was  passed  to 
compel  certain  Irish  outlaws  to  adopt  surnames;  "They  shall  take  unto  them  a  surname,  as 
Smith  or  Carpenter,  or  some  office  as  Cook  or  Butler."  And  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  a  somewhat  similar  decree  compelled  the  Jews  in  Germany  and  Austria  to 
add  a  German  surname  to  the  single  names  which  they  had  previously  used. 

As  stated  above,  family  names  may  be  divided  into  four  general  classes  according  to 
their  origin.  One  of  the  largest  of  these  classes  is  that  comprising  surnames  derived  from 
the  given  name  of  the  father  of  those  who  first  bore  the  surname.  Such  names  were  formed 
by  means  of  an  added  prefix  or  suffix  denoting  either  "Son  of'  or  a  diminutive.  English 
names  terminating  in  (son),  (ing)  and  (kin)  (from  the  Norse  sonr,  ingr,  kyn, )  are  of  this 
type,  as  well  as  the  hosts  of  names  prefixed  with  the  Gaelic  Mac,  the  Norman  Fitz,  the 
Welsh  Ap,  and  the  Irish  O'  (literally  "a  descendant  of").  Thus  John's  sons  became  Johnsons; 
Williams  sons,  Williamsons  or  Wilsons;  Richard's  sons,  Richardsons;  etc. 

Another  class  of  surnames,  those  arising  from  some  bodily  or  personal  characteristic  of 
their  first  bearer,  apparently  grew  out  of  what  were  in  the  first  instance  nicknames.  Thus 
Peter  the  Strong  became  Peter  Strong,  Roger  of  small  stature  became  Roger  Little  or  Roger 
Small  and  black  haired  William  or  blond  Alfred  became  William  Black  or  Alfred  White.  From 
among  the  many  names  of  this  type,  only  a  few  need  be  mentioned:  Long,  Hardy,  Wise, 
Gladman,  Lover,  Youngman,  Fox  and  Wolfe. 

A  third  class  of  family  names,  and  perhaps  the  largest  of  all,  is  that  comprising  local 
surnames,  names  derived  from  and  originally  designating  the  place  of  residence.  Such  names 
were  popular  in  France  at  an  early  date  and  were  introduced  into  England  by  the  Normans, 
many  of  whom  were  known  by  the  titles  of  their  estates  on  the  continent  and  later  by  the  titles 
of  their  English  possessions.  The  surnames  adopted  by  the  nobility  were  mainly  of  this  type, 
being  used  with  the  particles  de,  la,  or  del,  (meaning  "of'  or  "of  the"  .)  The  Saxon  equivalent 
was  the  word  atte  ("at  the”),  employed  in  such  names  as  John  att  Brook,  Edmund  atte  Lane, 
Godwin  atte  Brigg,  etc.  A  vestige  of  this  usage  survives  in  the  names  Atwell,  Atwood,  and 
Atwater.  In  other  cases  such  as  Wood,  Briggs  and  Lane  the  particle  is  dropped.  The  surnames 
of  some  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  illustrate  place  designations,  as  Winthrop  means  "from  the 
friendly  village,"  Endicott  "an  end  Cottage,"  Bradford  "at  the  broad  ford”,  etc. 

While  England  enjoyed  a  period  of  comparative  peace  under  Edward  the  Confessor  a  fourth 
class  of  surnames  arose,  names  derived  from  occupation.  The  earliest  of  these  seem  to  have 
been  official  names,  such  as  Bishop,  Mayor,  Fawcett  (Judge)  Alderman,  Reeve,  Sheriff, 
Chamberlain,  Chancellor,  Chaplain,  Deacon,  Latimer  (interpreter)  Marshall,  Summer 
(summoner)  and  Parker  (park-keeper).  Trade  and  craft  names,  although  of  the  same  general 
type,  were  of  somewhat  later  origin.  Currier  was  a  dresser  of  skins,  Webster  a  weaver, 

Wainw right  a  wagon  builder,  and  Baxter  a  Baker.  Such  names  as  Smith,  Taylor,  Barber, 
Shepherd,  Carter,  Mason  and  Miller  are  self-explanatory . 

In  America,  the  melting  pot  of  all  Nations,  a  greater  variety  of  family  names  exists  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  world.  Surnames  of  every  race  and  nation  are  represented.  While  the 
greater  number  are  of  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  or  Welsh  origin,  brought  to  this  country  by 
scions  of  families  which  had  borne  these  names  for  generations  prior  to  emigration,  many 
others  from  central  and  southern  Europe  and  from  the  Slavic  countries,  where  the  use  of 
surnames  is  generally  a  more  recently  established  practice,  present  considerable  difficulty 
to  the  student  of  etymology  and  family  history. 

Those  Americans  who  bear  old  and  honored  names,  who  trace  the  history  of  their  surnames 
back  to  sturdy  emigrant  ancestors,  or  even  beyond,  across  the  seas  and  into  the  dim  mists  of 
antiquity,  may  be  rightfully  proud  of  their  heritage.  As  the  valiant  deeds  of  the  marching 
generations  have  clothed  it  in  glory,  it  has  become  an  institution,  a  family  rallying  cry,  and 
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the  most  treasured  possession  of  those  who  bear  it. 
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THE  NAME  AND  FAMILY  OF  BALL 


The  name  of  Ball  is  believed  to  have  been  derived  from  the  Saxon  word  Bald,  meaning 
"Bold  or  Courageous",  and  was  probably  given  to  its  original  bearer  because  of  his  bravery 
in  battle.  It  is  found  on  ancient  records  in  the  form  of  Ball,  Bale,  Bal,  Balle,  and  Baell. 

The  name  is  most  frequently  found  on  the  west  side  of  England  in  the  counties  of 
Lancaster,  Stafford,  Warwick  and  Gloucester.  It  is  also  found  in  great  numbers  in  Ireland 
and  in  lesser  numbers  in  Scotland  and  Wales.  The  earliest  record  of  the  name  is  in  the 
Domesday  Book  of  Devonshire,  in  which  a  man  by  the  name  of  Bal  is  mentioned  as  Sheriff  of 
that  county.  There  are  many  records  in  England  of  the  name  in  the  early  thirteenth  century, 
a  few  of  which  are  Walter  Balle  of  Devizes  Castle,  Henry  Balle  of  Staffordshire,  Robert  Le 
Ball  of  Winchester  City,  and  William  Balle  and  his  son  Peter  of  Derby. 

John  Ball,  born  about  1338,  became  a  Priest  of  St.  Mary's  in  Yorkshire  engaged  in  Wat 
Tyler's  rebellion,  and  was  executed  in  1381 .  One  John  Balle  is  on  record  at  Bradfield  in 
Herefordshire  as  the  owner  of  lands  in  1433.  Reginald  Balle  was  Constable  of  Castle  Hope 
in  Denbighshire,  Wales,  at  an  early  date  and  in  1324  the  town  of  records  of  Nottingham  gave 
Eliax  Balle  a  listing  as  bailiff.  This  office  was  successively  held  by  John  Ball  in  1407,  Thomas 
Ball  in  1482  and  William  Ball  in  1573. 

In  Ireland  on  the  roll  of  the  Norman  Citizens  of  Dublin  in  the  latter  part  of  the  twelfth 
Century  is  the  name  of  Radulph  Balle  de  Fornaice.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  at  least 
one  branch  of  the  family  came  from  Normandy  at  the  time  of  the  Norman  Conquest. 

In  1396  William  Balle  was  bailiff  of  Drogheda  and  in  1414  one  Robert  Ball  was  sheriff  of 
the  same  vicinity.  This  Robert  Ball  is  said  to  have  been  the  ancestor  of  Ballsgrove  family  of 
Balls,  an  illustrious  and  prominent  family  from  which  many  of  the  American  branches  of  the 
family  are  believed  to  have  descended. 

One  of  the  first  members  of  the  family  to  emigrate  to  America  was  Francis  Ball,  who 
came  from  England  to  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  about  1639.  He  removed  to  Springfield 
in  the  Connecticut  river  valley  in  1640  and  was  married  there  four  years  later  to  Abigail 
Burt  of  Roxbury.  Their  children  were  Jonathan  and  Samuel.  Jonathan,  the  eldest  son  of 
Francis,  married  twice.  His  first  wife's  name  is  not  known,  but  his  second  wife  was 
Susanna  Worthington,  a  widow.  He  was  the  father  of  Thomas,  Samuel,  Jonathan,  Francis, 
Benjamin,  Joseph,  Margaret,  Sarah,  Abigail  and  three  others  who  died  in  infancy. 

Samuel,  second  son  of  Francis,  married  Mary  Graves  and  was  the  father  by  her  of 
Francis,  Mary,  Elizabeth  and  Abigail.  He  made  his  home  at  Northampton  during  the  latter 
part  of  his  life.  In  1643  Allen  or  Ailing  Ball  settled  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  By  his  wife 
Dorothy  he  had  three  sons,  John,  Eliphalet  and  Ailing  and  a  daughter  Mary  or  Mercy,  who 
married  George  Pardee.  John,  eldest  son  of  Allen  or  Ailing,  was  married  in  1678  to  Sarah 
Glover  who  gave  him  eleven  children,  one  of  whom  died  young.  The  others  were  Sarah,  John, 
Eliphalet,  Dorothy,  Stephen,  Hannah,  Mercy,  Mary,  Abigail  and  Caleb. 

Eliphalet,  son  of  Allen  or  Ailing,  married  Hannah  Nash  in  1672  and  died  in  1673  without 
issue.  Ailing,  son  of  Allen  or  Ailing,  married  Sarah  Thompson  in  1678  and  had  issue  by  her 
of  Sarah,  Lydia,  Ailing  (died  young),  Mercy  and  Mehitable . 

Another  early  emigrant  was  John  Ball  who  came  from  Wiltshire,  England,  to  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  sometime  before  1645.  He  brought  with  him  his  sons,  Nathaniel  and  John. 
Nathaniel,  eldest  son  of  John,  made  his  home  at  Concord,  where  he  had  five  children  by  his 
wife  Mary.  The  children  were  John  (died  young),  Nathaniel,  Ebenezar,  Eleazer  and  John. 
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John,  the  son  of  the  emigrant  John,  removed  to  Watertown  and  had  issue  by  his  wife  Elizabeth 
Pierce  of  John,  Mary,  Esther,  Sarah,  and  Abigail. 

About  1650  Colonel  William  Ball  came  from  Northampton,  England,  to  the  Virginia  colony, 
bringing  with  him  his  wife  Hannah  Atherall  of  Suffolk,  by  whom  he  had  Richard,  William, 

Joseph  and  Hannah.  The  eldest  son,  Richard,  died  very  young.  Captain  William  Ball,  the 
second  son  of  Colonel  William,  married  Margaret  Downman  and  became  master  of  Millenbeck. 
He  had  nine  children  by  his  wife:  William,  Richard,  James,  Joseph,  George,  Samuel,  David, 
Stretchley  and  Margaret.  Of  these,  Joseph  was  the  father  of  Mary  Ball  who  married  Augustine 
Washington.  She  was  the  mother  of  George  Washington,  "The  father  of  his  Country". 

In  1667  Edward  Ball,  a  descendant  of  the  Irish  branch  of  the  family,  removed  from  Bradford, 
Connecticut  to  Newark,  New  Jersey.  He  was  the  father  of  Caleb,  Abigail,  Joseph,  Lydia,  Moses 
and  Thomas.  Another  Edward  Ball  was  a  resident  of  Block  Island  in  1678,  in  which  year  he  was 
made  a  "Freeman”  .  He  married  Mary  George  and  had  issue  by  her  of  Mary,  Sybil,  Elizabeth, 
Jane,  Edward,  Peter  and  John.  Edward,  the  eldest  son  of  Edward  of  Block  Island  seems  to  have 
been  a  bachelor.  Peter,  his  youngest  brother,  married  Mary  Harris  in  1716  and  had  two 
daughters,  Mercy  and  Thankful. 

Another  brother,  John,  married  in  1710,  was  the  husband  of  Sarah  Rathbone.  They  had 
two  daughters,  Priscilla  and  Sarah.  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Edward  were  his  children  by 
his  second  wife  Sarah  Dickens. 

Elias  Ball,  son  of  William  Ball  of  Devonshire,  England,  is  believed  to  have  come  to  New 
England  shortly  after  1698.  He  married  Elizabeth  Harleston  and  settled  at  Comingtree,  in 
Carolina.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children:  Ann,  Eleanor,  Elias,  Elizabeth  and  John. 

In  1740  the  head  of  this  family  removed  to  Charleston,  Virginia. 

Another  William  Ball  came  to  Philadelphia  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  either  the  late 
seventeenth  or  the  early  eighteenth  century.  He  married  Mary  White  and  had  five  sons: 

William,  Joseph,  Benjamin,  Samuel  (died  young)  and  Samuel  and  three  daughters,  Ann, 

Elizabeth  and  Mary.  The  name  of  the  property  which  they  held  in  Pennsylvania  the  Hope 
Farm,  suggests  some  connection  with  the  Balls  of  Wales. 

The  descendants  of  these  various  families  have  spread  to  practically  every  part  of  the 
United  States  and  have  aided  as  much  in  the  growth  of  the  country  as  their  ancestors  aided 
in  the  founding  of  the  nation.  They  have  been  noted  for  their  courage,  strength  of  character, 
industry,  military  prowess,  leadership  and  generosity. 

Among  those  of  the  Balls  who  fought  as  officers  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  were 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Burgess  of  Virginia,  Captain  James  Ball  of  Virginia,  Ensign  Hosea  of 
North  Carolina,  Major  Lebbeus  of  Massachusetts  and  Lieutenants  Blaekall  William  of 
Pennsylvania  and  John  of  Connecticut. 

Edward,  Joseph,  William,  John,  Samuel,  Richard  and  Isaac  were  some  of  the  Christian 
names  favored  by  the  family  for  its  male  members .  A  few  of  the  many  members  of  the 
family  who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  various  countries  in  more  recent  years  are: 

Elmer  Darwin  Ball  of  Vermont,  American  entomologist,  1870;  Thomas  Ball  of  Massachusetts, 
American  sculptor,  1819-1911;  Sir  Robert  Stawell  Ball  of  Dublin,  astronomer,  1840-1913; 

Walter  Wm.  Rouse  Ball  of  England,  mathematician,  1850-1925. 

The  coat  of  arms  of  the  Virginia  branch  of  the  family  is  given  as  follows: 

Arms:  -  "Arg,  a  lion  passant  Sa.,  on  a  chief  of  the  second  three  mullets 
of  the  first"  . 

Crest:  "Out  of  the  clouds  ppr.  a  demi-lion  rampant,  Sa.  powdered  with 
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estoiles  arg.,  holding  a  globe  or." 

Motto:  "Coelum  tueri" . 

The  coat  of  arms  of  the  New  England  branch  of  the  family  bears  the 
same  arms  but  changes  the  crest  and  the  motto.  The  New  England 
crest  and  motto  are: 

Crest:  "A  stag  trippant  proper." 

Motto:  "Semper  Caveto"  . 
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HIGH  HOPES  AND  DISAPPOINTMENTS 


Many  sons  and  daughters  born  to  the  many  branches  of  the  Ball  family  since  1740,  or  for 
a  period  of  over  two-hundred  years,  have  been  supported  by  false  hopes  of  some  day  coming 
into  their  portion  of  a  vast  estate  alleged  by  some  to  be  in  Ireland  and  belonging  to  the  heirs 
of  certain  branches  of  the  Ball  clan. 

This  has  been  a  subject  of  discussion  within  the  various  Ball  families  for  many  years. 

To  this  author,  it  is  a  fairy  tale  of  great  magnitude  and  should  have  been  put  to  rest  a  century 
ago .  Since  commencing  the  task  before  me  letters  have  been  received  from  persons  stating 
they  had  been  instructed  to  contact  me  regarding  this  great  wealth  yet  to  be  recovered,  a 
legend  that  seems  will  never  die . 

If  there  ever  was  an  estate  in  Ireland  or  anywhere  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  this  branch  of 
the  Ball  family,  I  have  been  unable  to  discover  any  competent  evidence  to  support  it. 

Please  note  the  following  -  "QUOTE”  1 

In  1737  John  Ball  was  high  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny  and  Captain  in  the  militia. 

He  married  second  to  Margaret  Rainsford  May  7,  1760,  widow  of  St.  Ann's  Parish,  Dublin, 
age  62.  His  will  was  proved  by  his  daughter,  Dorothea  Margaret,  wife  of  Richard  Shenton. 

The  will  of  Abraham,  son  of  Richard  and  Dorothea  Ball,  of  Three  Castles,  was  proved  in 
1820,  by  Abraham  Ball  of  South  Darver,  his  Cousin  German:  Jane  Ball  the  wife  of  the  deceased, 
was  to  have  1100  per  ann.  out  of  the  estate.  This  Abraham  Ball,  during  the  minority  of  the 
children  lived  at  Three  Castles.  In  Pue's  Occurrences  for  March  2,  1745,  we  read  that  there 
was  for  sale,  lands,  a  part  of  the  estate  of  John  Ball,  Esq.  at  Three  Castles  county  Kilkenny 
in  the  Barony  of  Fews,  county  Armagh;  viz  Tullyvallen  2549  acres  plan  measure.  Trullynavall 
and  Dromill  456  acres  and  577  acres  of  bog  ten  miles  from  Armagh,  ten  miles  from  Dundalk, 
also  more  lands  in  Ratoath  called  Creekstown. 

However,  these  wills  were  not  allowed  to  pass  without  dispute:  already  in  1800  Lancelot 
Shenton,  the  second  son  of  the  first  marriage,  had  filed  a  Bill  in  Chancery  against  Richard 
Ball  and  Dorothea,  his  wife,  to  establish  the  deed  of  1762  and  set  aside  the  deed  of  1785  on 
account  of  fraud.  This  Bill  was  withdrawn  by  the  plaintiff  in  1805 .  In  1803  Dorothea  Ball 
appointed  the  lands  to  her  youngest  son,  Abraham,  subject  to  annuities.  In  1809  the  lands 
were  by  deed  settled  on  the  husband  and  wife  and  their  issue,  notwithstanding  notice  given  by 
Lancelot  Shenton.  In  1819  L.  Shenton  brought  an  action  of  ejectment  at  the  Kilkenny  Summer 
Assizes  under  the  deed  of  1785.  This  was  compromised.  The  case  turned  mainly  on  the 
question  of  the  sanity  of  John  Shenton  Ball  and  his  power  to  convey  legally,  as  in  the  deed  of 
1785 . 

The  county  families  were  divided  into  two  parties,  some  favoring  the  Shentons,  others 
favoring  the  Balls.  In  1821  Shenton  brought  a  second  action  for  ejectment  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  and  got  judgment  by  default,  but  a  conditional  order  of  Court  of  Exchequer  was  got 
against  him  for  contempt  unless  he  should  vacate  the  proceedings .  Lancelot  was  so  ill  during 
the  proceedings  that  the  order  could  not  be  served  on  him  in  person,  and  in  February,  1821 
he  died  leaving  his  eldest  son  and  heir  the  defendant  in  Error,  who  in  August  1823  brought  a 
third  action  for  ejectment  at  Kilkenny  Assizes,  when  it  was  agreed  that  the  sole  question  was 
to  be  the  competency  of  John  Ball  to  make  the  deed  of  1785 .  Judge  Jebb  gave  judgment.  The 
matter  was  argued  in  1825  and  judgment  given  for  the  defendant  in  error.  The  plaintiff  in 
error  was  dissatisfied  and  brought  a  writ  in  error  in  the  Irish  Exchequer  Chamber,  which 
was  argued  in  1826,  six  judges  for  reversal  and  six  against.  So  it  was  undisturbed.  The 
plaintiff  then  took  it  to  the  House  of  Lords,  when  Lords  Tenterden  and  Plunkett  in  1829  gave 
judgment  affirming  Judge  Jebb's  ruling. 
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The  writer  of  that  article  has  thought  it  well  to  give  a  summary  of  this  remarkable  course 
of  litigation,  as  he  was  born  and  brought  up  in  the  neighborhood  which  was  so  convulsed  by  it 
for  so  many  years,  and  as  he  remembers  well  the  successful  litigant.  Shortly  after  the  final 
verdict,  Richard  Ball,  the  unsuccessful  claimant  enlisted  in  1832  in  The  East  India  Company's 
Artillery,  married  in  India  a  woman  of  humble  birth  and  died  in  1858  a  widower. 

Lancelot  Shenton  Jr.  assumed  the  name  of  Shenton  Ball.  He  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
Captain  Butler  of  Castlecomer  and  d.s.p.  in  1855.  In  his  will  the  deceased  mentioned  his  two 
sisters,  Florinda  and  Dorothea,  and  he  left  the  property  for  life  to  his  wife,  who  died  in  1882 
at  the  age  of  93.  After  Mrs.  Shenton  Ball's  death  the  estate  was  to  pass,  by  her  husband's 
will,  to  his  fourth  cousin,  George  Palmer  Ball,  second  son  of  Thomas  Ball  of  High  Park, 
County  Dublin,  who  had  advanced  Mr.  Shenton  Ball  funds  to  carry  on  his  law  suit.  But  as  he 
was  dead,  his  son  Arthur  Ghrogmorton  Ball  of  Australia,  inherited  and  sold  the  property  to 
Robert  Clarde,  Esq. 

End  Quote  -  1  -  "The  Balls  of  Armagh  and  Kilkenny  Counties  Ireland."  Chapter 

F  ive . . .  ~~  “ 


The  Ball  estate  which  caused  so  much  excitement  and  controversy  in  this  country  around 
1900  involved  properties  of  a  William  Ball  who  died  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  in  1740. 

At  that  time  this  estate  was  estimated  to  be  worth  many  millions  of  dollars .  In  the  book  "A 
Pennsylvania  Pioneer"  chapter  X  at  page  528,  it  is  reported  that  when  the  said  William  Ball 
died,  he  left  a  widow,  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  left  485  acres  of  land,  partly 
swamped  lands,  submerged  by  every  tide  of  the  Delaware  river.  He  left  a  will  dividing  this 
farm  equally  among  his  five  children,  with  provisions  for  care  of  the  widow. 

THE  WILL 

"In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  The  24th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1737,  I, 

William  Ball,  of  Hope  Farm,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  yoeman,  being  very  sick  and  weak 
in  body,  but  of  perfect  mind  and  memory,  thanks  to  God  therefore,  I  do  make  and  ordain  this 
my  last  will  and  testament. 

First 

I  recommend  my  soul  into  the  hands  of  God  who  gave  it  and  my  body,  I  recommend  to  the 
earth  to  be  buried  at  the  discretion  of  my  executor,  nothing  doubting  but  at  the  general 
resurrection  I  shall  receive  the  same  again  by  the  mighty  power  of  God.  And  as  touching 
such  worldly  estates  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  bless  me,  I  give,  devise  and  dispose 
of  the  same  in  the  manner  and  form  as  follows: 

When  the  youngest  child  is  of  age,  which  shall  be  esteemed  eighteen  in  the  female  and 
twenty-one  in  the  male,  then  I  give  unto  my  wife,  Mary  Ball,  two  rooms  of  her  own  choice 
in  my  dwelling  house,  with  all  my  household  goods,  plate,  chaise  and  horse  pasture  and 
fodder  free.  The  other  rooms,  buildings,  utensils,  stock  and  Negroes  and  all  my  upland 
and  meadows  to  be  valued  and  accordingly  divided  into  equal  parts  among  all  my  children 
by  lot  or  otherwise,  but  my  land  in  Ulster  County,  New  York  Colony,  I  give  besides  this  to 
my  heirs  at  law . 

I  do  also  will  and  order  that  immediately  after  the  dividend  above  made,  everyone  of  my 
children  shall  contribute  a  like  sum  so  as  to  raise  among  them  all  six  pounds  every  quarter 
and  pay  the  same  unto  the  said  Mary  Ball  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  March,  June,  September 
and  December,  yearly,  and  also  to  bring  her  sufficient  firewood  to  her  door,  cutting  the  same 
two  feet  long,  during  her  natural  life  and  on  non-payment  of  their  quotas  or  neglecting  to 
supply  firewood  as  above  said,  then  the  said  Mary  Ball  may  re-enter  and  possess  the  premises 
of  such  as  neglect  to  pay  their  contribution  to  her  as  above  said. 


The  above  children  were  William,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Ann  and  Mary.  William  and  Samuel 
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took  their  shares  of  the  land,  but  the  others  did  not  because  it  was  then  considered  worthless 
on  account  of  its  swampy  nature.  Joseph  lived  a  bachelor  and  was  known  as  Joe  the  miser. 

He  died  childless  and  without  a  will  in  1821,  but  leaving  an  estate  worth  millions  which  the 
same  Ball  heirs  claimed. 

The  controversy  over  these  estates  brought  forth  a  swarm  of  eager  beavers  with  great 
hopes,  claims  and  allegations.  Several  hundred  persons  bearing  the  name  of  Ball  stepped 
forward.  For  the  purpose  of  making  a  detailed  study  and  investigation  into  the  merits  of  the 
situation,  the  group  formed  "The  Ball  Estate  Association".  Each  claimant  was  assessed 
certain  sums  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  an  extended  investigation.  This  was 
commenced  about  1900  with  V.  E.  Ball  of  Brookston,  Indiana,  as  president  and  E.  W.  Gans 
of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  Some  of  the  most  efficient  lawyers  of  this 
country  were  employed  to  examine  the  titles  of  the  properties  involved  in  the  estate  and 
advise  if  an  action  should  be  instituted  in  an  attempt  to  recover,  on  behalf  of  all  claimants, 
the  various  properties  then  in  possession  of  hundreds  of  different  persons.  As  said  in  their 
final  report,  this  was  no  afternoon  job. 

An  extensive  examination  was  made  and  a  final  report  given.  It  contained  all  judicial 
proceedings  available  at  that  time,  all  deeds  of  record,  court  orders  and  acts  of  congress 
pertaining  to  the  laws  governing  the  case  before  them.  This  report  involved  the  printing  and 
publishing  of  the  foregoing  named  book  "A  Pennsylvania  Pioneer",  a  copy  of  which  this  writer 
located  in  the  state  historical  library  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  It  proved  very  helpful  in  the 
search  for  facts  of  the  past  as  it  set  forth  many  branches  of  the  Ball  families. 

The  final  report  did  not  recommend  the  spending  of  vast  sums  of  money,  the  most  of 
which  would  have  to  have  been  borne  by  the  poorest  of  families,  on  a  cause  that  was  so 
questionable  and  had  no  moral  or  legal  merit.  This  report  ended  for  all  time  the  hopes  of 
these  good  people  and  their  dreams  of  great  wealth  from  a  successful  recovery  of  the 
valuable  properties  involved. 

This  writer  has  a  vast  amount  of  correspondence,  written  by  members  of  our  branch  of 
the  Ball  family,  in  which  can  be  seen  how  they  lived  in  hopes  of  a  successful  recovery  of  their 
alleged  portion  of  this  estate.  Many  of  these  old  letters  are  reproduced  and  will  appear  later 
in  one  of  the  following  chapters . 

The  owners  of  the  properties  involved  in  this  important  controversy,  at  the  time  the 
litigation  was  contemplated,  had  been,  either  in  person  or  through  their  assigns,  in  peaceable, 
undisturbed  possession  for  over  one  hundred  years  .  This  fact  had  great  bearing  on  the  final 
reports  of  the  attorneys  in  the  case  and  this  should  put  to  rest  any  thoughts  of  those  who  may 
think  this  writer's  interest  in  preparing  this  history  and  biography  has  anything  to  do  with 
reviving  the  controversy. 

We  have,  in  this  great  land  of  ours,  as  citizens,  one  of  the  greatest  legacies  God  can 
bestow.  Here  we  are  free  to  do  or  not  to  do.  We  may,  if  we  wish,  let  the  rest  of  the  world 
go  by.  Or  we  can,  if  we  choose,  arise  and  march  with  pride  and  ambition.  Let  us,  as  the 
Ball  families  have  always  done,  continue  to  do  the  latter. 
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A  summary  of  the  high- lights,  dates  and  events  in  the  life  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  in 
chronological  order. 


1748- 1749 . Culpeper  County,  Virginia,  was  formed.  If  tradition  is  correct,  here  is 

where  he  first  settled  after  leaving  Dublin,  Ireland. 

1749- 1751 . May  1,  1818,  he  filed  an  affidavit  with  his  pension  application  in  Fayette 


County,  Kentucky,  in  which  he  stated  he  was  69  years  of  age .  This  places 
1749  as  the  year  in  which  he  was  born. 

May  14,  1821,  he  filed  an  affidavit  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  in  which  he 
stated  he  was  70  years  of  age.  This  fixes  his  birth  year  as  being  1751 . 

For  our  purpose,  we  will  use  both  dates  when  referring  to  the  years  of  his 
birth. 

1753 . It  was  in  this  year  that  Hampshire  County,  Virginia  was  formed  out  of  a 

part  of  Frederick  County  which  organized  in  1738-43  from  a  portion  of 
Orange  and  Augusta  Counties. 

1763  to  1770.  .  .  .  Family  tradition  claims  he  sailed  from  Dublin,  Ireland  with  a  cousin 

Richard  Ball,  who  was  a  sailor  while  he,  James  Ball,  was  in  his  teens. 

After  looking  the  new  country  over,  he  settled  in  Culpeper  County,  Virginia 
for  a  limited  period,  later  going  into  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  If  true, 
this  fixes  his  coming  to  this  country  sometime  between  the  years  1763  and 
1770. 

1771 . In  May,  1771  or  1772  he  was  married  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  to 

Margaret  Bray.  This  date  is  taken  from  the  affidavit  she  filed  with  her 
application  for  pension  September  2,  1836,  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky. 

With  this  application,  she  also  filed  an  instrument  setting  forth  the  names 
and  dates  of  birth  of  all  their  children.  The  names  and  dates,  as  herein 
set  forth,  are  taken  from  a  photostatic  copy  of  that  document. 

Dec.  24,  1775.  .  .  Their  son  Henry  Ball  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  He  married 


Margaret  Shely.  See  records  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky.  Nicholasville, 
the  County  seat  of  Jessamine  County,  Kentucky,  was  settled  in  1798  and  it 
was  here  that  Henry  Ball  located. 

1776 . It  was  in  this  year  that  this  Territory  was  given  the  name  of  Kentucky 

County,  Virginia. 

1776 . James  Ball  entered  the  Revolutionary  Army  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia, 

in  this  year. 


Oct.  30,  1777 .  .  .  Their  son  James  Ball  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  He  married 

Rachel  Culver  Sept.  28,  1800.  See  records  of  Nelson  County,  Kentucky. 
They  settled  Balltown  in  Nelson  County,  five  miles  from  Bardstown.  This 
James  Ball  is  the  great-great  grandfather  of  Roy  H.  Ball. 

1779  . The  year  he  was  discharged  from  the  Revolutionary  Army  in  Fredericktown, 

Maryland. 

Oct.  19,  1779.  .  .  Their  son  John  Ball  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia ..  .No  further 

information  on  this  son. 

1780  . It  was  in  this  year  that  Kentucky  County,  Virginia  was  divided  into  three 


12 


counties,  namely:  Fayette,  Jefferson  and  Lincoln. 


Oct.  19,  1781 

1782 . . 

Oct.  21,  1783, 


1784, 


Sept.  7,  1785 


Aug.  22,  1787. 


1790, 


1790, 


Aug.  23,  1792. 

June  1,  1792.  . 
Dec.  1,  1795  . 

Dec.  15,  1797. 

Oct.  28,  1800. 

1810 . 

May  1,  1818.  . 


.  Their  son  Abraham  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  It  is  reported 
he  settled  near  Lexington,  Kentucky. 

.  The  census  for  this  year,  taken  by  Simon  Taylor,  finds  James  Ball  with  six 
in  family  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia. 

.  Their  son  Isaac  Ball  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  He  married 
Eleanor  King  Jan.  30,  1806.  See  Nelson  County  records.  They  settled  in 
Nelson  County,  Kentucky. 

.  The  census  for  this  year,  taken  by  Marquis  Calmes  finds  James  Ball  with 
seven  in  family  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia. 

.  Their  daughter  Catrine  (could  be  Catherine)  was  born  in  Hampshire  County, 
Virginia.  She  married  John  Culver  November  9,  1808  -  See  Nelson  County 
records  .  He  was  a  brother  to  Rachel  who  married  James  Ball,  the  second 
son  of  James  and  Margaret  Ball. 

.  Their  son  Jacob  Ball  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  He  married 
Eliza  Shelton  November  15,  1823  -  See  Owen  County,  Kentucky  records  and 
his  affidavit  he  recorded  there  September  2,  1836.  He  being  the  youngest 
son  and  his  older  brothers  all  married  and  gone,  it  became  his  moral 
obligation  to  care  for  his  parents  in  their  old  age.  This  he  did  and  he 
continued  to  live  in  Owen  County  after  their  deaths.  Most,  if  not  all  of  the 
Ball  relation  living  in  Owen  County  now  are  descendants  of  this  son  Jacob 
Ball. 

.  It  was  in  this  year  that  Fayette,  Jefferson  and  Lincoln  counties  were  divided 
into  nine  counties  namely  Mason,  Bourbon,  Woodford,  Fayette,  Madison, 
Jefferson,  Mercer,  Nelson  and  Lincoln. 

.  The  first  census  of  Kentucky,  made  up  from  tax  lists  places  James  Ball  in 
Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  February  27,  1790. 

.  Their  daughter,  Mary  Ball,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Kentucky.  She 
married  David  Neeley  April  12,  1814  -  See  Fayette  County  records. 

.  Kentucky  became  the  15th  state  of  the  union. 

.  Their  daughter,  Margaret  Ball,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Kentucky. 

It  is  reported  she  married  John  Bray  of  Braytown,  Indiana. 

.  Their  daughter,  Susannah  Ball,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Kentucky. 

It  is  reported  she  married  Samuel  Bray  of  Braytown,  Indiana,  on  August 
29,  1821.  See  records  of  Owen  County,  Kentucky. 

.  Their  daughter,  Milley  Ball,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Kentucky.  She 
married  Jesse  Baker  Sept.  24,  1823.  See  Owen  County  records. 

.  The  census  for  this  year  finds  James  Ball  with  six  in  family  in  Fayette 
County,  Kentucky. 

•  On  this  date  he  filed  his  application  for  his  pension  in  Fayette  County, 
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1821 . 

March  11,  1830 . 

March  1,  1830  . 
March  27,  1830. 

Sept.  2,  1836  .  . 

Aug.  29,  1842  . 
1863 . 


Kentucky.  It  was  granted  and  his  pension  number  was  2525  from  the 
Kentucky  agency. 

.  This  year  he  is  listed  as  being  in  Owen  County  and  it  is  probable  that  he 
continued  to  live  on  the  same  farm  or  homestead  and  the  forming  of  Owen 
County  from  a  part  of  Fayette  County  placed  him  in  the  newly  formed 
county.  He  secured  the  deed  to  his  58  acres  near  Owenton  in  Owen  County 
May  14,  1821 .  This  is  but  a  few  miles  northwest  of  Owenton  and  joins  the 
Old  Salem  Cemetery. 

.  A  letter  addressed  to  The  General  Accounting  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 
from  The  Reconcilliat  and  Clearance  Division  and  signed  by  P.  D.  Fallon, 
Asst.  Chief  states  that  on  March  11,  1830,  James  Ball  certified  that  he 
had  been  living  in  Owen  County  for  several  years  and  that  he  had  previously 
lived  in  Fayette  and  Gallatin  counties. 

.  He  made  his  will  and  filed  same  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky.  This  instrument 
fails  to  mention  or  identify  his  parents  or  where  he  was  born. 

.  James  Ball  died  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky.  It  is  probable  that  he  is  buried 
in  The  Salem  Cemetery  on  Big  Twin  Creek  as  he  lived  near  and  many  of  his 
people  are  buried  there  including  his  youngest  son,  Jacob. 

.  Margaret  (Bray)  Ball,  the  widow  of  James  Ball,  made  application  for  a 
widow's  pension.  This  was  granted. 

.  Margaret  (Bray)  Ball,  the  widow  of  James  Ball  died  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky. 

.  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  became  Hampshire  County,  West  Virginia. 
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CHAPTER  -I- 


James  Ball  and  Margaret  Bray  -  great,  great,  great 
grandparents  of  this  writer,  Roy  H.  Ball 


This  James  Ball  was  born  in  either  1749  or  1751 .  These  dates  are  figured  from  the  ages 
he  gave  on  two  instruments,  one  being  an  application  for  his  pension  and  the  other  being  an 
affidavit  filed  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky.  The  application  for  his  pension  was  filed  in  Fayette 
County,  Kentucky,  on  May  1,  1818  in  which  he  gave  his  age  as  69.  This  places  the  date  of 
his  birth  in  the  year  1749.  The  affidavit  which  he  filed  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  on  May  14, 
1821  gave  his  age  as  70,  which  would  place  the  date  of  his  birth  in  the  year  1751 .  These  two 
instruments  are  the  only  documentary  proof  of  his  birth  and  for  our  purpose,  both  dates  will 
be  used  when  referring  to  his  birth  date,  to-wit;  1749-1751. 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  place  of  his  birth,  where  he  came  from  or  the  names  of  his 
parents  have,  as  of  1956,  never  been  determined.  Family  tradition,  coming  down  through 
the  years  and  passed  from  family  to  family,  is  to  the  effect  that  this  James  Ball  came  to 
America  from  Dublin,  Ireland,  when  a  young  man. 

There  are  many  persons  who  are  competent  and  experienced  in  genealogical  research 
that  have  been  working  on  this  mystery  for  years,  but  as  yet  no  positive  proof  has  been  found. 
This  writer  has  a  standing  reward  of  $100.00  to  the  first  person  furnishing  authentic  information 
which  answers  our  problem,  and  hopes  someday  to  pay  that  reward.  This  offer  has  been  made 
to  many  genealogists,  librarians  and  county  clerks  over  this  nation  as  well  as  advertising  in 
various  publications,  without  results. 

James  Ball,  the  veteran,  married  Margaret  Bray  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  in  May, 
1771  or  1772.  She  was  born  about  1753  according  to  affidavits  filed  with  her  pension  application, 
a  copy  of  which  will  appear  in  a  later  chapter.  She  died  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  on  August 
29,  1842.  Her  parents  were  Henry  and  Cathryn  Bray.  The  WILL  of  Henry  Bray,  dated  March 
7,  1798  and  filed  for  probate  in  will  book  (A)  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  in  July,  1799,  names 
their  sons  and  daughters,  to-wit:  John,  Fredrick,  Peter,  William,  Abraham,  Peggy  Ball,  Jane 
Dewitt,  Mary  Davis,  Cristner  and  Robert . 

A  biography  of  James  Ball,  the  Revolutionary  War  Veteran,  is  recorded  in  The  National 
Genealogical  Society  Quarterly,  Volume  17,  No.  2  on  page  30.  The  war  record  of  this  veteran 
is  recorded  in  Warrant  or  File  No.  8336  in  Washington,  D.  C.  His  pension  number  is  2525, 
Kentucky  Agency.  The  following  documents  are  filed  in  his  war  records  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  Pension  Application  of  James  Ball  (Cert.  #2525,  September  19,  1818)  $8  per  month  Va . 
Private.  He  applied  from  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  on  May  1,  1818  at  the  age  of  69  (1749). 

He  entered  the  service  for  three  years  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  in  1776,  with  Captain 
Vause's  Company,  12th  Virginia  Regiment,  Commanded  by  Colonel  James  Wood  and  later 
transferred  to  8th  Virginia  Regiment  under  Captain  Robert  Gamble,  Colonel  Abraham  Bouman. 

He  was  discharged  in  1779  in  Fredericktown,  Maryland,  by  Colonel  Webb.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Brandywine  (where  he  received  two  wounds),  also  Germantown  and  Stony  Point. 

The  Battle  of  Brandywine  was  fought  September  11,  1777.  General  Washington's  Army 
consisted  of  11,000  men  while  General  Howe's  British  army  consisted  of  18,000  men  and  was 
greatly  superior  in  equipment  and  discipline.  The  Brandywine  creek  ran  directly  athwart 
Howe's  line  of  march  to  Philadelphia.  Though  large  enough  to  serve  as  a  military  obstacle 
(in  England  it  would  have  been  called  a  river),  it  was  crossed  by  numerous  fords,  of  which 
the  principal  one,  Chadd's  ford,  lay  in  Howe's  way.  Washington  placed  the  center  of  his  army 
just  behind  Chadd's  ford  and  across  the  road.  Although  this  battle  was  a  loss  for  the  troops 
under  Washington,  with  the  British  continuing  their  march  to  Philadelphia,  the  American  army's 
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loss  was  1,  000  men  to  a  much  larger  figure  of  the  invading  army  under  Howe,  according  to 
the  rolls  captured  later  after  the  battle  of  Germantown.  1 

The  village  of  Germantown,  on  the  Schuylkill  river,  was  then  separated  from  Philadelphia 
by  six  miles  of  open  country.  The  village  consisted  chiefly  of  a  single  street  about  two  miles 
in  length,  with  stone  houses  on  either  side,  standing  about  a  hundred  yards  apart  from  each 
other,  and  surrounded  by  gardens  and  orchards.  At  seven  in  the  evening  of  October  3,  1777, 
the  night  march  upon  Germantown  began.  At  sunrise  a  heavy  fog  came  up  and  the  darkness 
went  on  increasing.  Soon  after  the  hour  of  daybreak  the  battle  began.  The  loss  of  the 
Americans  in  killed  and  wounded  was  673,  and  the  loss  of  the  British  was  535. ^ 

To  remove  the  last  British  threat,  Washington  directed  General  Anthony  Wayne,  in  July, 
1779,  to  storm  Stony  Point  just  below  the  southern  gateway  of  the  Highlands.  Wayne's 
spectacular  success  was  nullified  later  by  Clinton's  recapture  of  the  position.  However,  with 
the  shift  of  military  operations  to  the  southern  states  in  1780,  the  last  danger  to  American 
possession  of  the  Highlands  was  removed. 

In  Owen  County,  Court,  State  of  Kentucky,  May  14,  1821,  James  Ball  made  affidavit  age 
70,  resident  of  Owen  County,  Kentucky;  that  he  enlisted  in  Captain  William  Vauses'  Company  in 
the  12th  Virginia  Regiment  Commanded  by  Colonel  James  Wood;  that  he  enlisted  in  Hampshire 
County,  Virginia  in  1776  for  three  years;  that  he  served  in  said  regiment  until  he  was 
transferred  to  the  8th  Virginia  Regiment  under  Colonel  Abraham  Bowman  -  and  his  Captain 
was  Captain  Robert  Gamble;  that  he  served  nearly  four  years  on  the  Continental  Line  and  was 
discharged  by  Colonel  Webb  at  Fredericktown  in  the  County  of  Frederick,  State  of  Maryland; 
that  he  drew  pension  which  was  numbered  2525;  and  that  he  had  a  wife  and  three  children. 3 

Margaret  Ball  made  application  for  widow's  pension  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  that  she 
was  formerly  Margaret  Bray,  age  83;  that  she  was  married  to  James  Ball  in  May  1771  or  1772 
in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  where  she  lived  at  the  time  her  husband  entered  the  service. 
She  said  they  were  married  before  the  commencement  of  The  Revolutionary  War.  She  further 
stated  that  she  had  the  original  record  of  the  birth  of  all  her  children  and  of  the  said  James 
Ball.  She  is  confident  that  the  ages  of  all  the  children  are  all  correctly  set  down.  That  they 
had  a  son  born  in  1775,  that  he  is  still  living;  that  he  lives  in  Jessamine  County,  Kentucky, 
unless  he  has  lately  died  and  that  her  husband  died  March  27,  1830  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky, 
and  that  on  account  of  her  age  and  health,  she  is  not  able  to  attend  open  court.  A  leaf  of  paper 
with  what  appears  to  be  the  birth  dates  of  her  children  is  in  said  files. 

State  of  Kentucky,  Owen  County . 

The  affidavit  of  John  R.  Sheet  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  September  2,  1836,  states  that 
he  is  a  resident  of  said  county  and  states  he  is  27  years  of  age;  that  he  has  always  heard  that 
the  said  James  Ball  was  a  Revolutionary  War  pensioner  of  the  United  States  and  that  the  said 
James  Ball  died  about  the  month  of  March,  1830.  He  further  stated  that  he  is  well  acquainted 
with  Margaret  Ball,  the  widow  of  the  said  James  Ball,  that  she  is  well  and  has  not  married 
since  the  death  of  James  Ball. 

Affidavit  of  Jacob  Ball,  taken  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  September  2,  1836,  states  that 
he  is  the  son  of  James  Ball  and  Margaret  Ball;  that  he  has  always  understood  and  believes 
that  he  was  born  in  1787  and  that  his  father  and  mother  had  three  other  children  and  one  older 
than  himself;  that  his  oldest  brother  now  lives  in  Jessamine  County,  Kentucky,  and  his  brother 
James  Ball,  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  and  that  his  father  was  a  Revolutionary  War  pensioner 

1 .  See  The  American  Revolution  by  John  Fiske . 

2.  See  Volume  3,  Dictionary  of  American  History,  page  31. 

3.  In  his  referring  to  only  three  children,  he  surely  had  in  mind  the  three  living  at  home. 

He  actually  had  eleven  children,  the  youngest  being  born  in  1800. 
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of  the  United  States  and  that  he  died  March  27,  1830. 

Richard  Yancey  made  affidavit  in  same  County  and  that  he  knew  Margaret  Ball  well  and 
that  she  is  a  lady  of  truth,  etc. 

In  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  is  found  the  affidavit  of  Jane  Dewitt,  a  widow  of  Peter  Dewitt, 
taken  in  said  county  September  9,  1836  in  order  to  prove  at  the  time  that  Margaret  Bray,  now 
Ball,  intermarried  with  James  Ball.  This  affiant  being  first  duly  sworn  according  to  law  said 
on  her  oath  the  following  statement:  that  she  is  a  resident  of  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  where 
she  has  resided  for  many  years;  that  she  is  now  age  81  years  old;  that  she  is  a  sister  of 
Margaret  Ball  of  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  the  widow  of  James  Ball,  deceased,  who  was  a 
soldier  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution;  that  her  sister  Margaret  Bray  married  James  Ball  in  May, 
1771  or  1772  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia;  that  her  sister  Margaret  Bray  Ball  married  several 
years  before  she  did.  This  affiant  will  further  state  that  she  and  her  sister  were  both  living  at 
her  father's  house  when  her  sister  was  married  to  the  said  James  Ball;  that  she  was  at  home  at 
her  father's  house  and  saw  her  sister  Margaret  Bray  and  James  Ball  married;  that  she  will  state 
that  recollections  may  fail  her  in  many  things,  but  as  to  the  marriage  of  her  sister  Margaret 
Bray  with  the  said  James  Ball,  she  knows  they  were  married  in  the  year  1771  or  1772;  that  she 
was  at  the  wedding  and  saw  the  ceremony  performed;  that  this  affiant  will  state  she  married 
Peter  DeWitt  in  July,  1774  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia;  she  will  state  from  the  age  of  her 
children  and  all  other  circumstances  she  feels  confident  that  she  was  married  to  the  said  Peter 
DeWitt  in  1774  and  knows  that  her  sister  is  yet  living  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky. 

The  affidavit  of  Henry  Ball  taken  in  Jessamine  County,  Kentucky,  September  8,  1836  states 
that  he  is  a  resident  of  said  county,  Nicholsville,  where  he  has  resided  for  the  last  24  years, 
that  he  is  now  age  60,  that  he  has  always  understood  he  was  born  in  the  month  of  December, 

1775,  and  that  he  is  the  son  of  James  and  Margaret  Ball;  that  he  was  born  in  the  year  before 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  in  1776  and  that  Jane  Dewitt,  a  sister  to  his  Mother  is  still 
living  in  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  and  can  testify  regarding  the  marriage  of  James  Ball  and 
Margaret  Bray  Ball. 

A  letter  in  the  Government  files  says,  June  13,  1843. 


Sir:  - 

My  mother  Margaret  Ball,  widow  of  James  Ball,  died  August  29,  1842,  leaving  a  large 
family  of  children,  some  of  them  live  in  this  county,  some  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  and 
others  living  in  other  states  scattered.  I  administered  upon  her  estate  in  the  fall  of  1842. 
"Said  Jacob  Ball  wrote  into  the  pension  department  as  administrator  of  the  estate  of  his 
Mother  for  them  to  send  the  unpaid  part  of  her  pension  to  him  and  that  he  would  in  turn  divide 
it  among  the  children." 

In  the  pension  application  of  Christopher  Reily  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  the  affidavit 
of  James  Ball  states  that  he  became  acquainted  with  the  said  Christopher  Reily  in  The  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War  in  1777,  as  well  as  he  can  now  recollect  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  at  Morristown; 
that  said  Christopher  Reily  was  a  regular  soldier  in  The  United  States  Army  and  that  he  knew 
him  to  be  in  the  army  at  least  two  years,  as  this  affiant  was  also  a  soldier  at  the  same  time. 
Signed  May  1,  1818. 

In  the  pension  application  of  Reuben  Stivers  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky  the  affidavit  of 
James  Ball,  one  of  his  neighbors,  states  he  is  of  good  character  and  stands  in  need  of  support 
from  his  country.  Signed  June,  1818. 

The  pension  of  James  Ball  No.  2525  was  issued  to  him  on  September  19,  1818,  at  the  rate 
of  $8.00  per  month  under  the  Act  of  March  18,  1818,  Kentucky  Agency.  The  copy  of  the 
following  letter  reflects  the  final  payment  to  Jacob  Ball. 
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THE  LETTER 


General  Accounting  Office,  Washington,  D.  C. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  December  15,  1941,  requesting  information  concerning  Tames 
Ball,  a  pensioner  of  The  Revolutionary  War,  Certificate  No.  2525,  Kentucky  agency, ‘you  are 
hereby  advised  that  the  records  of  this  office  show  that  the  last  payment  of  his  pension 
covered  the  period  March  4,  1830  and  was  made  on  March  17,  1830,  by  the  Pension  agent  at 
Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  Jacob  Ball  as  attorney  for  the  pensioner. 

On  March  11,  1830,  James  Ball  certified  that  he  had  been  living  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky, 
for  several  years  (probably  seven)  and  that  he  had  previously  lived  in  Fayette  County  and 
Gallatin  County. 

The  records  show  that  on  September  19,  1842,  satisfactory  evidence  was  presented  to  the 
county  court  for  Owen  County  that  Margaret  Ball,  widow  of  James  Ball  and  pensioner  of  The 
Revolutionary  War,  Certificate  No.  56  Kentucky  agency,  died  in  Owen  County  on  August  29, 
1842  .  Letters  of  Administration  were  granted  to  Jacob  Ball.  The  arrears  of  pension,  covering 
the  period  from  March  4,  1842  to  August  29,  1842  were  paid  at  Louisville  on  August  2,  1843 
to  John  Hampton,  as  attorney  for  the  Administration. 

Signed,  Resp. 

Reconcilliat  &  Clearance  Division.  P.  D.  Fallon,  Asst.  Chief. 

The  pension  of  Margaret  Bray  was  issued  September  29,  1836  Certificate  No.  56  under 
the  Act  of  July  4,  1836  Kentucky  Agency  at  the  rate  of  $80.00  per  annum. 

The  names  of  the  children  of  James  Ball  and  Margaret  Bray  Ball  together  with  the  dates  of 
their  birth  are  given  here  as  the  same  is  shown  by  the  list  Margaret  Ball  filed  with  her  pension 
application.  The  following  is  copied  from  a  photostatic  copy  of  the  original  paper. 

1st.  Henry  Ball,  born  December  24,  1775 
2nd.  James  Ball,  born  October  30,  1777 
3rd.  John  Ball,  born  October  19,  1779 
4th.  Abraham  Ball,  born  October  19,  1781 
5th.  Isaac  Ball,  born  October  21,  1783 
6th.  Catrine  Ball,  born  September  7,  1785 
7th.  Jacob  Ball,  born  August  22,  1787 
8th.  Mary  Ball,  born  August  23,  1792 
9th.  Margaret  Ball,  born  December  1,  1795 
10th.  Susannah  Ball,  born  December  15,  1797 
11th.  Milley  Ball,  born  October  28,  1800 

To  relate  some  of  the  history  of  Virginia,  the  state  in  which  James  Ball  and  Margaret 
Bray  were  married  and  in  which  they  lived  until  sdmetime  after  1790  will  probably  give  a 
more  complete  picture  to  enlighten  the  present  reader.  Henry  Bray,  the  father-in-law  of 
James  Ball,  had  left  Hampshire  County,  Virginia  and  sometime  prior  to  1790  had  settled  in 
Nelson  County,  Kentucky.  The  above  named  children  of  James  Ball  and  Margaret  Ball,  whose 
birth  dates  are  prior  to  1790  were  all  born  in  Virginia  and  those  following  that  year  were 
born  m  Kentucky.  The  1782  census  of  Hampshire  County,  Virginia  shows  James  Ball  with 
family  of  six  taken  by  Simon  Taylor  as  the  census  taker.  In  1784  the  census  taken  by  Marquis 
Calmes  shows  James  Ball  with  a  family  of  seven. 

VIRGINIA1 

Virginia  became  a  Royal  Colony  in  1624.  From  then  until  1776,  when  it  announced  its 
independence,  it  was  in  almost  constant  trouble  with  the  Crown  or  its  representatives . 

Mainly  the  Colonists  objected  to  the  arbitrary  action  of  the  colony  officials  and  their 
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ruthless  demands . 


Every  month  in  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  winter  months,  saw  boat  loads  of  new 
immigrants  arriving.  More  and  more  settlements  were  established,  some  as  far  north  as 
the  Potomac  river.  By  1700  there  were  more  than  80,000  persons  living  in  the  Tidewater 
region  of  Virginia.  TWenty  thousand  more  had  come  by  1717.  During  the  next  37  years  the 
population  increased  by  almost  two  hundred  per  cent,  reaching  284,000  by  1754. 

Even  before  that  time  the  settlers  had  scattered  over  the  coastal  plain,  the  Piedmont 
plateau,  and  had  crossed  over  the  Blue  Ridge  Highlands  and  settled  in  the  valley  of  Virginia, 
with  the  Appalachian  Plateau  at  their  back.  There  they  had  settled  along  the  rivers,  hundreds 
of  miles  from  the  coast  line. 

As  early  as  1730  there  had  been  a  heavy  immigration  from  Pennsylvania  into  Virginia  of 
Scotch-Irish,  Welsh  and  Germans,  most  of  whom  settled  in  the  upper  valleys.  Naturally, 
therefore,  it  was  in  that  section  where  flourished  the  Welsh  Baptist  Church,  the  English 
Quakers,  and  the  Scotch  Presbyterians.  Methodist  Churches  were  established  about  1800. 
Virginia  was  settled  by  1775  and  by  1800  it  had  a  population  of  nearly  a  million. 

Foreign  born  residents  predominated  in  the  following  order:  Russians,  English,  Germans, 
Italians,  Greeks,  Polish  Czechs,  Irish,  Austrians,  and  Hungarians . 

Each  person  who  paid  his  own  or  another  person's  transportation  charges  from  England 
to  Virginia  was  given  fifty  acres  of  land  gratis.  This  was  called  his  headright.  Men  who 
paid  their  own  way  could  sell  their  headright,  or  they  could  buy  headrights,  and  secure  the 
land.  It  was  no  indication  of  a  low  social  standing  when  a  person  sold  his  headright.  Men 
and  women  unable  to  pay  their  own  transportation  charges  could  secure  the  needed  money 
from  Virginians  to  whom  they  guaranteed  seven  years  of  service.  Such  persons  were  known 
as  indentured  servants .  (See  1953  Edition  of  The  Handy  Book  published  by  The  Everton 
Publishers) . 

Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  the  first  known  American  home  of  this  branch  of  the  Ball 
family  was  formed  in  1753  out  of  a  part  of  Frederick  County  which  was  formerly  taken  from 
Orange  and  Augusta  Counties,  Virginia,  and  is  now  a  part  of  West  Virginia. 

Before  going  with  this  family  from  Virginia  into  Kentucky,  their  next  place  of  residence, 
it  seems  appropriate  at  this  time  to  set  forth  the  facts  upon  which  it  is  thought  that  James 
Ball,  our  Revolutionary  War  veteran,  is  himself  the  immigrant,  and  the  first  of  this  branch 
of  the  family  to  come  to  America.  These  facts  are  based  on  family  tradition  handed  down 
from  generation  to  generation,  with  a  limited  amount  of  documentary  evidence. 

OUR  FACTS 

James  Ball,  the  veteran,  served  under  General'  Washington  and  in  the  two  instruments 
filed,  one  with  his  application  for  his  pension,  the  other  the  affidavit  filed  in  Owen  County, 
Kentucky,  May  14,  1821,  he  gave  two  ages,  one  indicating  he  was  born  in  1749  and  the  other 
in  1751 . 

He  was  married  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  in  either  1771  or  1772.  Should  he  be 
the  immigrant  coming  from  Dublin,  Ireland,  as  alleged,  it  places  his  coming  within  this  23 
year  period  from  1749  to  1772.  He  died  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  March  27,  1830. 

The  widow,  Margaret  Ball,  made  application  for  a  widow's  pension  and  with  this  application 
she  filed  a  record  of  all  their  children  (eleven)  setting  out  their  names  and  dates  of  birth. 
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Ball  and  that  he  had  always  understood  he  was  born  in  1787. 

This  Jacob  Ball  is  found  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  in  the  1850  census.  He  gave  his  age 
as  60  and  his  wife  Eliza  as  age  48.  He  gives  Virginia  as  his  birth  place,  that  of  his  wife  as 
Kentucky.  (Note).  According  to  the  age  given  by  his  mother  with  the  pension  application,  the 
year  1850  should  make  his  age  63.  The  census  lists  his  children  as:  James  Ball,  age  27; 

Henry  and  Mary  Ball,  age  17;  Margaret  Ball,  age  15;  Mildred  Ball,  age  13;  Ruth  Ball,  age  12; 
Jacob  Ball,  age  9;  Daniel  Ball,  age  7;  Samuel  Ball,  age  5;  all  children  were  born  in  Kentucky. 

At  this  point  it  is  established  that  Jacob  Ball,  the  son  of  James  Ball  the  veteran,  also  had 
a  son  Jacob. 

In  The  Kentucky  Register  Vol.  52  at  page  358,  Owen  County,  records  of  "Old  Salem  Church 
Graveyard”,  on  Big  Twin  creek  among  many  others  is  found  the  record  of  Jacob  Ball,  with  dates 
as  follows:  August  22,  1787  and  March  31,  1870.  This  seems  to  establish  for  certain  the  date 
of  birth  and  the  date  of  death  of  Jacob  Ball,  youngest  son  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran. 

The  marriage  license  on  record  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky  of  Jacob  Ball  to  Eliza  Shelton, 
November  15,  1823  and  the  above  1850  census  record,  as  well  as  the  "Old  Salem  Church 
Graveyard  Record",  seems  to  establish  this  Jacob  Ball,  the  son  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran, 
is  one  and  the  same  man.  With  this  in  mind,  note  the  biography  of  this  son  Jacob. 

QUOTE 

Jacob  Ball  (No.  3)  a  native  of  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  was  born  March  16,  1839,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  Ball,  Sr.  (No.  2)  and  Eliza  Ball,  was  born  in  Virginia  and  came  to  Kentucky  at  an 
early  day.  He  was  a  farmer  and  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  under  General  Harrison,  and 
was  severely  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles  of  war.  He  died  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  March 
31,  1870.  Jacob  Ball  (No.  1),  the  grandfather  of  Jacob  Ball,  Jr.  (No.  3)  was  born  in  Dublin, 
Ireland,  came  to  America  when  a  boy  and  settled  in  Virginia,  later  emigrated  to  Kentucky. 

He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution  under  General  Washington.  Eliza  Shelton  Ball,  was  born 
in  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  and  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Shelton.  She  died  Tulv 
21,  1874.  J  * 

Daniel  Shelton  was  born  in  Culpeper,  Ireland,  emigrated  to  America,  was  a  farmer  and 
also  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution  and  was  wounded  in  one  of  the  battles.  Jacob  Ball,  Jr.  (No.  3) 
married  Elizabeth  Ford,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Ford,  in  1861 .  James 
Ford  was  a  native  of  Scott  County,  Kentucky,  and  was  a  boatman  on  the  Kentucky  river  in  his 
early  days.  He  died  in  Owen  County  in  1884.  Mr.  Ball  (No.  3)  has  four  children,  viz:  Mary  J., 
Sarah  F.,  Eliza  and  Leonora. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ball  (No.  3)  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  and  politically  Mr.  Ball 
(No.  3)  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  made  farming  his  occupation  and  now  (1887)  owns  255  acres, 
worth  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  They  are  a  highly  respected  family  in  Owen  County. 

The  foregoing  quotation  is  from  "The  Kentucky  History  7th  Edition,  published  1887 

by  Perrin,  Battle  and  Kniffin.  Biographical  Sketches"  . 

It  is  the  contention  of  this  writer,  that  an  error  has  been  made  in  the  printing  of  the  above 
biography  in  that  the  name  of  Jacob  Ball  (No.  1)  as  being  the  grandfather  of  Jacob  Ball,  Jr. 

(No.  3)  should  have  read  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  instead  of  Jacob.  The  last  three  letters  of 
the  name  JACOB  should  have  been  JAMES  and  this  being  true  makes  the  familv  tradition  more 
likely. 

In  a  letter,  reproduced  later  in  a  chapter  for  that  purpose,  written  to  Nathan  Ball  by  his 
Aunt  Sallie  (Sarah  Holhouser  Ball),  wife  of  James  Ball,  Jr.,  a  grandson  of  James  Ball,  the 
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veteran,  and  dated  February  4,  1896,  it  is  stated  that  Nathan’s  great  grandfather  was  a  native 
of  Ireland.  The  great  grandfather  of  Nathan  Ball  was  James  Ball,  the  veteran.  This  agrees 
with  family  tradition  that  James  Ball,  the  pensioner,  with  pension  No.  2525  was  in  fact  himself 
the  immigrant  from  Dublin,  Ireland .  It  seems  logical  that  a  grandson,  as  was  the  above  James 
Ball,  Jr.,  would  during  his  lifetime,  obtain  information  from  his  father  regarding  the  native 
country  of  his  grandfather. 

In  the  J.  F.  Ballard  letter,  dated  January  1,  1900,  and  reproduced  later  in  a  chapter  for 
that  purpose,  can  be  found  known  errors,  but  some  of  the  statements  found  therein  are  true. 

It  refers  to  James  Ball  who  married  Rachel  Culver.  This  James  Ball  was  a  son  of  the  veteran 
and  the  father  of  James  Ball,  Jr.  who  married  Sarah  Holhouser.  The  letter  further  states  that 
he  had  brothers  Isaac  and  Abraham  and  an  uncle  named  Jacob  who  went  away  unmarried.  This, 
if  true,  gives  us  information  that  our  James,  the  veteran,  had  a  brother  Jacob.  Their  uncle 
Jacob  would  necessarily  be  a  brother  of  their  father  as  the  name  Jacob  is  not  included  in  the  will 
of  Henry  Bray  when  he  listed  all  his  sons  and  daughters . 

It  is  further  stated  in  the  Ballard  letter  that  Balltown,  Kentucky,  was  formerly  called 
Poplar  Neck.  It  refers  to  the  Brumfields.  This  writer  is  of  the  opinion  they  do  not  belong  to 
this  branch  of  the  Ball  family,  unless  in  earlier  periods  than  are  shown  here. 

In  the  book  "A  Pennsylvania  Pioneer",  at  pages  648  and  650  it  will  be  noted  a  Martha  Brumfield 
married  into  one  branch  of  the  Balls  as  follows: 

Samuel  Ball  of  Culpeper  County,  Virginia,  was  born  September  26,  1686  and  died  in  1751 . 

He  married  Ann  Taylor  November  25,  1717.  Their  children  were  William,  born  1718,  died 
1785,  married  Martha  Brumfield  in  1741;  John,  married  Mary  Richards;  Hannah,  married 
Joseph  Holloway;  Abigail,  married  Peter  Gilbert;  Mary,  married  George  Smith;  Sarah, 
married  Paul  Custer;  and  Anna  who  married  John  Campbell. 

In  the  Virginia  Magazine,  Vol.  23  at  page  308  are  found  the  sons  and  daughters  of  William 
Ball  and  his  wife  Martha  Brumfield  Ball.  They  are  John  who  married  Sarah  Ellen  Payne,  Sarah 
married  John  Daniels,  Susan  married  Samuel  Fisher,  Elizabeth  married  Isaac  Supplee,  Thomas 
married  Mary  Reid,  Martha  married  Moses  Yokeum  and  William  Ball  who  married  Mary  Key. 


In  April,  1956,  this  writer  together  with  his  wife,  Victoria,  (Vickie)  made  an  extended 
trip  covering  several  states,  including  Kentucky,  searching  records  and  gathering  information 
that  would  prove  useful  in  this  family  history.  This  is  only  one  of  the  many  journeys  that  was 
made  by  us  in  searching  for  facts  of  the  past.  We  came  in  contact  with  many  distant  relatives 
on  this  trip,  none  of  whom  we  had  known  before.  From  these  good  and  friendly  people,  we 
learned  more  to  substantiate  the  family  tradition  that  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  was  in  fact  the 
immigrant . 

We  searched  the  records  in  Owenton,  the  county  seat  of  Owen  County,  Kentucky,  and  found 
many  instruments  pertaining  to  members  of  this  branch  of  the  Ball  family.  In  deed  book  (A) 
at  page  85  is  found  an  affidavit  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran.  In  deed  book  (F)  at  page  124  is  a 
deed  conveying  land  to  James  Ball,  the  veteran.  In  will  book  (C)  at  pages  87-89  is  found  the 
inventory  and  sale  bill  in  the  probate  proceedings  of  James  Ball,  deceased.  In  will  book  (A) 
at  page  302-3  is  found  the  will  of  this  James  Ball.  Photostatic  copies  of  these  instruments 
were  secured  and  reproductions  will  appear  later  in  a  chapter  for  that  purpose. 

While  searching  the  records  in  the  Recorder's  office  in  Owenton,  Kentucky,  we  had  the 
assistance  of  a  Mrs.  Works,  a  clerk  in  that  office.  She  proved  most  helpful  and  without  her 
aid  and  knowledge  of  the  records  there  and  an  interest  in  our  efforts,  the  above  documents 
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would  probably  have  been  overlooked  by  us. 


She  mentioned  a  Samuel  Thompson  Ball  and  instructed  us  how  we  might  locate  him.  He 
lives  on  Adams  street  there  in  Owenton.  We  called  on  this  distant  relative  and  had  a  nice 
long  visit  with  him  and  his  friendly  wife.  He  is  a  retired  banker  and  at  one  time  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  there.  They  live  in  a  lovely,  two  story,  brick  home  there 
in  Owenton.  We  enjoyed  our  visit  with  them  very  much. 

This  grand  couple  went  with  us  to  see  the  Old  Salem  Church  and  cemetery  We  were 
told  this  ground  was  originally  a  part  of  the  James  Ball  farm  and  was  donated  by  him  for  a 
churchyard  and  cemetery.  This  historic  place  is  on  the  side  of  a  rather  steep  hill,  across 
the  road  from  the  Big  Twin  Creek  which  runs  parallel  with  the  road. 


A  few  of  the  Ball  tombstones  at  Salem:  There  are  many  more. 


Samuel  Ball 
Daniel  Ball 
Jacob  Ball  . 
Jacob  Ball  . 
T.  S.  Ball. 
John  B.  Ball 
Henry  Ball 


Margaret,  wife 

James  H.  Ball, 
was  five  years 
James  H.  Ball. 


.  1843-1922,  Wife  Martha  J.  Ball  1843-1922. 

.  Apr.  14,  1841-Sept.  1,  1887,  Stone  has  Masonic  Emblem. 

.  March  15,  1805-July  21,  1874. 

.  Aug.  22,  1787-March  31,  1870.  Youngest  son  of  the  vet. 

.  Aug.  12,  1853-March  5,  1900. 

.  Son  of  H.  and  S.  S.  Ball.  Aug.  31,  1851-Nov.  6,  1881. 

.  Oct.  4,  1830-May  24,  1870,  Wife  Susan  A .  Morgan  Aug.  8,1834- 
Jan.  12,  1916.  Large  double  stone, 
of  F.  M.  McCoy,  Apr.  21,  1832-March  21,  1873.  And  F.  M.  McCoy 
Sept.  1830-Sept.  8,  1889. 

one  of  the  sons  of  Samuel  Ball  who  was  the  youngest  son  of  Jacob.  This  Samuel 
old  in  the  1850  census. 

.  .Aug.  17,  1863-July  27,  1951 .  Wife  Martha  F .  Ball  July  31,  1865-April  24, 
1901 .  His  second  wife  Florence  Lemon  Ball  is  also  buried  here. 


Carl  James  Ball,  a  son  of  James  H.  Ball,  is  the  present  owner  and  occupant  of  the  Ball 
farm  here  at  Salem. 


There  are  many  graves  in  the  Ball  section  that  are  not  marked  and  have  no  stones.  Back 
in  the  colonial  days  it  was  the  custom  of  many  to  secure  large,  flat,  native  stones  sufficient 
m  size  to  cover  the  entire  grave  and  place  these  over  the  remains  of  their  loved  ones.  There 
are  many  of  these  large  stones  covering  various  graves  here  at  Salem.  The  Ball  relatives 
now  living  here,  some  of  whom  are  past  80  years  of  age  and  were  reared  in  the  Salem  and 
Ball  Ridge  community,  informed  us  that  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  and  his  wife  Margaret  are 
buried  here  at  Salem.  Their  graves  are  not  identified  and  the  exact  location  is  not  known. 

As  many  of  the  old  timers  of  the  various  Ball  families  are  buried  here  and  as  James  Ball,  the 
veteran,  died  here,  it  is  only  natural  and  reasonable  to  conclude  that  his  grave  is  under  one 
of  these  large,  flat  stones.  We  attempted  to  take  pictures  of  these  many  stones,  but  as  we 

were  there  in  the  morning  and  the  lettering  was  on  the  west  faces  of  the  stones,  our  results 
were  negative. 

In  visiting  such  historic  places  as  Salem,  and  knowing  one's  ancestors  are  buried  there, 
it  is  only  fitting  and  proper  that  heads  should  be  bowed  in  reverence  and  with  a  prayer  of 

thanks  for  their  part  in  blazing  a  pathway  for  us  in  order  that  we  may  enjoy  the  many  blessings 
of  life  we  have  today.  6 

From  Salem,  this  couple  directed  us  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  where  the  original  James  Ball 
home  was  located.  His  first  home  was  built  of  logs.  However,  standing  there  today  is  a 
lovely,  two-story,  white,  Kentucky  home.  This  ridge  is  known  as  the  Ball  Ridge  and  extends 
for  three  or  four  miles  to  the  paved  highway  near  New  Liberty,  Kentucky,  a  small  town  near 
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Owenton.  This  ridge  consists  of  a  long  and  wide,  flat  lay  of  land  and  we  were  told  all  the 
farms  along  this  Ball  ridge,  with  the  exception  of  one  has  always  been  owned,  farmed  and 
occupied  by  a  member  of  this  branch  of  the  Ball  family. 

It  was  in  this  large,  two  story,  white  Kentucky  home  on  the  ridge  near  the  Salem  Church 
and  graveyard  that  our  host,  Samuel  Thompson  Ball,  together  with  all  his  brothers  and  sisters 
were  born  and  reared.  The  present  occupant,  Carl  James  Ball,  is  his  nephew  and  son  of 
James  H.  Ball,  a  brother  of  Samuel  Thompson  Ball. 

We  were  told  many  things  of  interest  and  we  enjoyed  our  visit  around  this  Ball  Ridge 
district.  On  our  journey,  we  passed  the  home  of  Oscar  Ball,  a  brother  of  Samuel  Thompson 
Ball.  Although  he  was  83  years  of  age,  he  was  out  working  in  the  yard  when  we  drove  up. 

In  spite  of  his  advanced  years  he  was  a  healthy  and  vigorous  looking  man. 

When  the  deed  to  the  above  farm  was  issued  to  James  Ball  the  amount  of  land  it  conveyed 
was  only  58  acres,  however  more  has  been  added  from  time  to  time  increasing  the  acreage 
to  180.  Although  this  farm  is  mostly  on  a  high  ridge  or  upland,  the  well  where  the  original 
home  was  located  is  but  15  feet  deep  and  we  were  informed  this  water  supply  has  never  failed 
to  furnish  sufficient  water.  Deeming  this  deed  will  be  interesting  reading,  a  reproduction 
from  a  photostatic  copy  follows . 


THE  DEED 

Note  -  The  words  underscored  are  not  clear  and  intelligible. 

This  indenture  made  and  entered  into  this  24th  day  of  March,  1820,  between  Sami.  R. 
Lawrence  and  his  wife  Clarisa  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  County  of  Gallatin  of  the  one  part 
and  James  Ball  of  the  State  and  County  aforesaid  WITNESSETH: 

That  whereas,  We  Sami.  R.  Lawrence  and  Clarisa  his  wife  hath  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  one-hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  to  us  in  hand  paid  the  receipt  of  which  we 
do  hereby  acknowledge  hath  granted,  bargained  and  sold  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant, 
bargain  and  sell  unto  the  aforesaid  James  Ball  a  certain  parcel  or  tract  of  land  lying  and  being 
in  the  County  of  Gallatin  on  the  waters  of  Big  Twin  Creek  containing  by  survey  fifty-eight  acres 
and  bounded  as  follows  to-wit:  beginning  (A)  three  small  black  ashes  on  the  west  side  of  the 
twin  corner  James  Pilcher,  thence  S  45-W  72  poles  with  Grags  old  line  to  (B)  a  poplar  and 
birch  corner  to  Arnold,  thence  N  45 -E  72  poles  to  two  sugar  trees  and  blue  ash  corner  to 
Ball,  thence  S  45 -E  129  poles  to  the  beginning.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  aforesaid  tract  of 
land  with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  there  unto  appertaining  or  in  any  wise  belonging 
thereto  unto  the  aforesaid  James  Ball,  his  heirs  hereto  and  we  the  said  Sami.  R.  Lawrence 
and  Clarisa  his  wife  their  heirs  hereto  do  by  these  presents  oblige  themselves  their  heirs 
hereto  firmly  to  warrant  and  forever  defend  unto  the  said  James  Ball  his  heirs  hereto,  against 
the  claim  or  claims  of  all  and  every  person  whatever  so  far  as  a  special  and  will  guarantee. 

In  testimony  of  which  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hand  and  seals  the  year  and  date  first  above 
mentioned. 


Witnesses . 

Wm.  Orr 
Jacob  Baker 
Jacob  Ball. 


Before  Signed.  Sami.  R.  Lawrence, 

by  mark. 

Clarisa  Lawrence, 
by  mark. 

Kentucky,  Owen  County  -  SS 


I,  N.  M.  Bacon,  Clerk  of  the  Court  for  the  County  aforesaid  do  certify  that  this  deed  from 
Sami.  R.  Lawrence  and  wife  to  James  Ball  was  produced  to  me  in  my  office  in  Owenton  on  the 
1st  day  of  February,  1838  and  was  acknowledged  by  said  Lawrence  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for 
the  purposes  therein  named  and  the  same  is  truly  recorded.  Given  under  my  hand  the  date 
above . 

N.  M.  Bacon,  Clk.  By  J.  W.  Bacon,  D.  Clk. 
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It  will  be  noted  that  this  land  was  considered  as  being  in  Gallatin  County  until  the  formation 
of  Owen  County,  Kentucky . 

It  was  suggested  by  Samuel  Thompson  Ball,  there  in  Owenton  that  we  drive  on  to  Newport, 
Kentucky,  across  the  river  from  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  visit  with  his  sister,  a  Mrs.  Mary 
(Ball)  Hall  now  86  years  of  age,  who  has  been  working  on  the  Ball  history  for  many  years. 

Her  daughter,  Mrs.  Carnes,  is  matron  at  the  Baptist  Home  there  in  Newport  and  Mrs.  Hall 
lives  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carnes.  We  found  them  to  be  very  friendly  people  and  Mrs.  Hall 
was  most  anxious  to  aid  us.  In  substance,  her  story  regarding  James  Ball  the  veteran,  is  as 
follows:  She  received  her  information  from  her  father,  Samuel  Ball  who  was  born  June  15,  1843 
and  who  was  the  youngest  child  of  her  grandfather  Jacob  Ball  who  was  the  youngest  son  of  James 
Ball,  the  veteran. 

James  Ball,  while  in  his  teens  and  being  of  an  adventurous  nature,  as  most  young  men  are, 
decided  to  leave  his  homeland  of  Ireland  and  come  to  America.  With  a  cousin,  Richard  Ball, 
who  was  a  sailor,  he  boarded  a  ship  at  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  came  to  this  country.  After 
looking  the  new  country  over  for  sometime,  he  finally  settled  for  a  short  while  in  Culpeper 
County,  Virginia.  Sometime  in  May  of  1771  or  1772,  he  married  Margaret  Bray  in  Hampshire 
County,  Virginia,  and  they  lived  in  the  latter  county  for  many  years.  Their  first  seven  children 
were  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  About  1790  this  couple  with  their  seven  children  and 
with  what  worldly  goods  they  had  acquired  loaded  on  an  ox  cart,  headed  toward  the  setting  sun. 

At  the  time  their  exact  destination  was  unknown  to  them. 

One  of  the  articles  included  in  their  load  of  belongings  was  an  old  iron  kettle  (24  gal.)  a 
rather  large  pot  in  any  language.  One  of  its  uses  was  to  boil  the  maple  sap,  when  taken  from 
the  trees,  into  maple  syrup.  On  the  journey  westward  this  kettle  fell  from  the  load  and  in 
doing  so  one  of  the  iron  legs  was  broken  off  three  or  four  inches .  This  kettle  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  Balls  in  Owen  County  today  (1956)  and  is  considered  a  very  valuable  relic. 

This  story  has  come  down  from  the  youngest  son  of  James  Ball  the  veteran,  Jacob  Ball  and 
who  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hall.  It  has  passed  from  generation  to  generation  down  to 
the  present  day  and  nothing  authentic  in  the  way  of  documentary  proof  has  been  found  to  substantiate 
this  story  or  to  disprove  it. 

Mrs.  Hall  had  in  her  possession  the  family  Bible  of  her  grandfather,  Jacob  Ball,  the  youngest 
son  of  James  Ball  the  veteran,  but  in  1932  her  home  near  New  Liberty,  Kentucky,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  and  this  valuable  book  was  lost.  Before  the  fire  Mrs.  Hall  had  copied  most  of  the 
information.  The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  all  the  children  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  as 
related  to  me,  correspond  with  the  list  Margaret  (Bray)  Ball  filed  with  her  pension  application 
as  hereinbefore  set  out. 

Jacob  Ball,  the  youngest  son  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran  and  grandfather  of  Mrs .  Hall  and 
whose  Bible  was  lost  in  the  fire,  was  born  August  22,  1787  and  died  March  31,  1870.  He  is 
buried  in  the  Salem  cemetery.  He  married  Eliza  Shelton  (see  Owen  County  Records)  and  they 
lived  in  this  county  all  their  lives.  He,  being  the  youngest  son,  and  with  all  his  older  brothers 
married  and  gone  to  various  counties  of  Kentucky,  it  became  his  moral  duty  to  remain  near  to 
help  the  parents.  He  lived  in  the  home  of  his  father  and  after  his  parents  had  both  passed 
away,  he  was  so  established  and  deep  rooted  in  his  home  county  that  he  continued  to  live  there 
the  rest  of  his  life.  Most  of  the  Balls  in  Owen  County  today  are  descendants  of  this  Jacob  Ball. 

His  oldest  children  were  James,  Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Mary,  Henry  (Note). 

The  ages  as  given  in  the  1850  census  of  Mary  and  Henry,  indicate  they  are  twins,  but  Mrs. 

Hall  reports  this  is  not  the  case .  They  are  not  twins,  even  though  born  in  the  same  year. 

Jacob,  Millie,  Ruth,  Daniel  and  Samuel  were  born  later.  This  Samuel  is  the  youngest  of  the 
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family  and  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  Hall  and  Samuel  Thompson  Ball  of  Owenton.  Samuel,  the 
youngest  child,  was  born  June  15,  1843  and  died  April  4,  1922.  He  married  Martha  Ford 
October  10,  1861.  She  died  February  12,  1922.  Both  are  buried  at  Salem. 

This  couple  had  ten  children.  James  was  born  August  17,  1863  and  died  July  27,  1951. 

He  married  Martha  Cull.  Both  are  also  buried  in  the  Salem  cemetery.  They  are  the  parents 
of  the  present  owner  of  the  original  James  Ball  farm  here  at  Salem  in  the  Ball  Ridge  district. 
Minnie  Ball  was  born  March  29,  1865,  died  1888.  She  married  Louis  Yancey.  Both  are 
buried  at  Salem.  Wilson  S.  Ball  was  born  November  14,  1867  and  died  October  18,  1940. 

He  married  Cintha  Griffith  in  Owen  County.  They  are  buried  in  the  New  Liberty  cemetery, 
a  small  town  near  Owenton  in  the  Ball  Ridge  district.  The  fourth  child,  Mary  Elizabeth  Ball, 
now  Mrs.  Hall  of  Newport,  Kentucky,  and  who  gave  us  this  information,  was  born  February 
10,  1870,  in  Owen  County .  She  married  Eligah  Hall  December  7,  1898.  Daniel  Boone  Ball, 
the  fifth  child,  was  born  February  25,  1872.  He  married  Mary  Riley,  a  Texas  girl.  The 
sixth  child,  Thomas  Madison  (Matt)  Ball,  was  born  December  5,  1873.  He  married  Mary 
K.  Rigg  (Mammie).  They  are  now  living  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  We  were  told  this  son 
when  small  and  on  his  first  day  in  school  was  asked  his  name  by  the  teacher.  His  answer 
was  complete  in  this  manner  to-wit:  "T.  M.  Thomas  Madison  Ball”  .  Oscar  Ball,  the  seventh 
child,  was  born  March  22,  1875  and  married  Lucy  Coates.  She  died  in  the  spring  of  1956,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Salem  cemetery.  Their  farm  is  also  in  the  Ball  Ridge  community.  Samuel 
Thompson  Ball,  was  born  February  19,  1878,  and  is  now  78  years  old.  He  married  Harrit 
Morgan  and  after  her  death,  he  married  Ivy  Morgan  her  cousin.  This  couple  went  with  us  to 
the  Salem  cemetery  district.  Ada  Ball,  born  July  6,  1880  and  married  Woodford  Cull;  John 
Glover  Ball,  born  September  9,  1883,  married  Achie  Morgan.  They  lived  in  Owen  County, 
Kentucky . 

This  district  around  Owenton,  Kentucky,  the  Salem  churchyard  and  cemetery  and  the  Ball 
Ridge  community  have,  through  the  years,  belonged  to  many  counties.  The  state  of  Kentucky 
was  originally  known  as  Kentucky  County,  Virginia.  Fayette  County,  Kentucky  was  formed 
from  a  part  of  this  Kentucky  County,  Virginia,  in  the  year  1780.  Woodford  County  was  formed 
in  1788  from  a  part  of  Fayette  County  and  then  in  1794  a  slice  of  Woodford  County  was  taken  to 
make  Franklin  County.  Later  in  1798  Gallatin  County  was  organized  out  of  parts  of  Franklin 
and  Shelby  Counties  and  in  1819  Owen  County  was  formed  out  of  parts  of  Scott,  Franklin  and 
Gallatin  counties . 

The  marriage  license  of  Jacob  Ball,  the  youngest  son  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  to  Eliza 
Shelton  is  recorded  in  Book  (A)  of  marriages  in  Owen  County  and  dated  November  16,  1823. 

Following  is  an  affidavit  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  recorded  in  deed  book  (A)  at  page  85 
of  the  Owen  County  records .  This  is  from  a  photostatic  copy. 

The  Affidavit 

State  of  Kentucky,  Owen  County  Court . 

Be  it  remembered  that  on  the  14th  day  of  May,  1821,  personally  appeared  in  open  court 
being  a  court  of  record  for  the  said  district  and  circuit  of  Owen  County,  James  Ball,  age  70 
years,  resident  in  Owen  County  in  said  district,  he  being  first  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
doth  on  his  oath  declare  that  he  served  in  The  Revolutionary  War  as  private;  that  he  enlisted 
in  Captain  William  Voss's  Company  in  the  12th  Virginia  regiment  commanded  by  Colonel 
James  Wood;  that  he  enlisted  in  Hampshire  County,  State  of  Virginia  in  1776  for  three  years; 
that  he  served  in  said  regiment  until  he  was  transferred  to  the  8th  Virginia  Regiment 
Commanded  by  Colonel  Abraham  Bowman  and  his  Captain  was  Robert  Gamble;  that  he  was 
nearly  four  years  on  the  Continental  Line  and  was  discharged  by  Colonel  Webb  at  Fredericktown, 
Frederick  County  and  State  of  Maryland,  that  he  drew  a  pension  and  the  number  of  his  pension 
certificate  was  2525,  and  he  further  swore  "I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  was  a  resident  citizen 
of  The  United  States  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818  and  that  I  have  not  since  that  time  by  gift. 
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sale  or  in  any  manner  disposed  of  my  property  or  any  part  thereof  with  intent  thereby  so  to 
diminish  it  as  to  being  myself  within  the  provision  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  as  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  The  United  States  in  The 
Revolutionary  War  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818  and  that  I  haven't,  nor  has  any 
person  in  trust  for  me,  any  property  or  securities,  contracts  or  debts  due  to  me  nor  have  I 
any  income  other  than  what  is  contained  in  the  schedule  hereto  annexed  and  by  me  subscribed. 
One  old  mare  $10.00,  six  head  of  hogs  $16.00,  two  cows  $20.00,  two  year  old  colt  $10  00 
total  $56.00"  * 

James  Ball,  by  mark. 

That  he  is  by  pursuit  a  common  laborer,  has  a  wife  and  three  children  which  constitutes 
his  family,  that  he  is  very  poor  and  needy. 

James  Ball,  by  mark. 


Sworn  to  and  declared  on  this  14th  day  of  May,  1821 . 


John  Trimble,  Circuit  Judge. 


State  of  Kentucky  Owen  Circuit  Court,  May  term  1821 . 

I  John  C.  Bacon  Clerk  of  the  Court  for  the  Circuit  aforesaid  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  affidavit  and  schedule  thereto  annexed  are  truly  subscribed  from  the  records  of 
the  same  in  my  office  and  I  do  further  certify  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  said  Court  that  the 
total  amount  in  value  of  the  property  exhibited  in  the  aforesaid  schedule  is  fifty-six  dollars. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  name  and  affixed  my  private  seal  there  being  no 
seal  of  office  at  ?  ville  the  date  above  and  in  the  29th  year  of  the  commonwealth. 

J.  C.  Bacon  C.  O.  C.  O. 

The  settling  of  Kentucky  from  the  mid*  seventeen  hundreds  to  the  early  parts  of  the 
eighteen  hundreds  included  some  of  the  most  hazardous  and  bloody  events  of  American 
history.  Several  thousands  of  those  early  settlers  lost  their  lives  in  skirmishes  with  the 
Indians,  determined  to  protect  their  hunting  grounds  from  the  encroachments  of  the  white 
man. 

Long  before  any  white  man  had  explored  the  entire  Kentucky  area,  it  was  claimed  by 
Virginia  as  part  of  her  Augusta  County.  It  was  included  in  the  Virginia  County  of  1584. 

Daniel  Boone,  born  in  Pennsylvania  of  English  parents,  moved  his  family  in  September  1773 
into  the  Kentucky  area  from  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  During  Boone's  activities  in  the 
section,  Kentucky  was  designated  as  Kentucky  County,  Virginia.  This  designation  was  made 
in  December  1776.  In  1780  it  was  divided  into  three  counties:  Fayette,  Jefferson  and  Lincoln. 
In  1790  those  three  counties  were  subdivided  into  nine  counties:  Mason,  Bourbon,  Woodford, 
Fayette,  Madison,  Jefferson,  Mercer,  Nelson  and  Lincoln.  On  June  1,  1792,  Kentucky  became 
the  fifteenth  State  admitted  to  the  Union. 

It  took  courageous  men  and  women  to  make  their  homes  in  a  country  as  full  of  danger  and 
excitement  as  existed  in  Kentucky  in  that  day .  These  pioneers  came  from  Maryland,  North 
Carolina,  Pennsylvania,  Tennessee  and  Virginia.  Originally  they  were  of  German,  English, 
Irish  and  Scottish  descent.  As  new  frontiers  were  conquered,  new  States  were  formed  from 
the  great  American  expanse,  many  of  them  being  settled  by  descendants  of  the  original 
Kentuckians.  (See  1953  Issue-page  4  Handy  Book  by  The  Everton  Publishers). 

It  was  into  this  land  of  promise,  this  land  of  hardship  and  danger,  that  James  Ball,  our 
Revolutionary  War  veteran,  moved  his  family  about  the  year  1790.  They  settled  in  what  was 
then  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  and  which  was  later  divided  into  several  counties  as  before 
mentioned  and  a  part  of  which  ultimately  became  Owen  County.  It  was  here  in  Owen  County, 
on  this  wild  and  virgin  frontier  of  Kentucky  that  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  located.  The  1810 
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census  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  shows  James  Ball  with  six  in  family.  A  later  notation 
states  that  this  James  Ball  became  a  Revolutionary  War  Pensioner.  It  was  here  in  this  part 
of  Kentucky  that  finally  became  known  as  Owen  County,  that  the  children  of  James  Ball,  the 
veteran,  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  chose  their  partners  for  life  and  established 
their  homes.  The  marriages  of  his  sons  and  daughters  and  their  descendants  follow: 

The  first  child  of  James  Ball  and  Margaret  Bray  Ball  was  a  son,  Henry  Ball,  born  in 
Virginia  December  24,  1775.  The  affidavit  of  Henry  Ball  as  herein  before  given  was  filed 
with  his  father's  application  for  pension.  The  warrant  or  file  number  of  this  pension  is 
8336,  but  the  pension  itself  is  numbered  2525.  Henry  Ball  married  Margaret  Shely.  (See 
records  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky).  They  made  their  home  in  Nicholasville,  the  county 
seat  of  Jessamine  County.  This  town  was  settled  in  1798  and  was  named  for  Colonel  George 
Nicholas,  a  member  of  The  First  Constitutional  Convention.  Jessamine  County  was  named 
for  a  beautiful  daughter  of  a  pioneer.  Jessamine  Douglas,  whose  young  life  was  ended  by  an 
Indian's  tomahawk. 

The  second  child  of  James  Ball  and  Margaret  Bray  Ball  was  also  a  son,  whose  name  was 
James  Ball,  named  after  his  father,  the  veteran.  He  was  born  in  Virginia,  October  30,  1777. 
He  married  Rachel  Culver  according  to  the  records  of  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  September 
28,  1800.  The  family  Bible  records,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  reproduced  later  in  a  chapter  for 
that  purpose,  places  the  date  as  April  29,  1800.  However,  I  am  confident  the  recorded  license 
reflects  the  true  date .  His  Bible  record  also  gives  the  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  all  his 
children.  The  1850  census  gives  her  age  as  66  which  places  the  date  of  her  birth  in  1784. 

The  Bible  record  states  she  died  after  1850. 

This  James  Ball  and  his  wife,  Rachel  Culver  Ball,  are  the  great,  great  grandparents  of 
this  writer,  Roy  H.  Ball.  Their  children  were  Marget  (could  be  Margaret)  born  in  Kentucky, 
February  4,  1802;  John  born  in  Kentucky,  August  26,  1803  and  died  September  9,  1804; 

William  Ball,  the  great  grandfather  of  this  writer,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  July  18,  1805; 

Jacob  was  born  in  Kentucky,  August  19,  1807  and  died  April  4,  1808;  Mary  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  January  25,  1809;  Nancy  was  born  in  Kentucky,  October  15,  1811;  Daniel  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  February  25,  1814;  James  was  born  in  Kentucky,  December  15,  1816;  George 
was  born  in  Kentucky  ?  ,  1818;  Permelia  was  born  in  Kentucky  ?  ,  1822. 

The  third  child  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  and  Margaret  Bray  Ball,  his  wife,  was  a  son 
named  John.  He  was  born  in  Virginia  October  19,  1799.  (No  additional  information).  Their 
fourth  child  was  a  son,  named  Abraham  who  was  born  in  Virginia,  October  19,  1781.  It  is 
reported  he  settled  near  Lexington,  Kentucky.  A  son,  Isaac  Ball,  was  the  fifth  child  and  he 
was  born  in  Virginia,  October  21,  1783.  He  married  Eleanor  King,  January  30,  1806.  (See 
Nelson  County  records) .  It  is  reported  this  son,  with  his  brother  James,  the  second  child, 
settled  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  and  both  reared  their  families  there  and  continued  to 
reside  in  that  county  all  their  lives .  The  sixth  child  was  the  first  daughter,  Catrine  (could 
be  Catherine).  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  September  7,  1785.  She  married  John  Culver, 
November  9,  1808.  (See  Nelson  County  records).  This  John  Culver  was  a  brother  to  Rachel 
Culver  who  married  James  Ball,  the  second  son.  Here  we  have  a  brother  and  sister  marrying 
a  brother  and  sister. 

The  names  and  dates  of  birth  of  the  children  of  John  Culver  and  Catrine  Ball,  the  foregoing 
couple,  will  appear  later  with  an  article  of  interest  on  the  Culvers. 

The  seventh  child  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  was  a  son,  Jacob 
Ball.  He  was  born  in  Virginia,  August  22,  1787.  He  married  Eliza  Shelton,  November  15, 
1823,  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky.  The  1850  census  reveals  his  family  consists  of  Jacob  Ball, 
age  60,  born  In  Virginia;  Eliza,  his  wife,  born  in  Kentucky,  age  47;  James,  age  not  clear; 
Henry  and  Mary  ages  17,  Margaret  15,  Mildred  13,  Ruth  12,  Jacob  9,  Daniel  7  and  Samuel  5. 
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The  eighth  child  of  the  veteran  was  a  daughter,  Mary  Ball,  born  August  23,  1792.  She 
was  probably  born  in  Kentucky,  as  the  family  was  listed  in  the  1790  census  as  being  in  Fayette 
County,  Kentucky.  She  married  David  Neely,  April  12,  1814.  (See  Fayette  County  records) . 
This  Mary  is  the  ancestor  of  Mrs .  Edna  Sattley  of  Phoenix,  Arizona,  a  lady  who  was  one  of 

many  furnishing  me  with  information  she  had  accumulated  in  her  searching  for  family  records 
of  the  Ball  clan. 

The  ninth  child  was  another  daughter,  Margaret  Ball.  She  was  born  December  1,  1795, 
probably  in  Kentucky.  It  is  reported  she  married  John  Bray  of  Braytown,  Indiana. 

The  tenth  child  was  Susannah  Ball,  born  December  15,  1797,  in  Kentucky.  She  married 
Samuel  Bray  of  Braytown,  Indiana,  (see  Nelson  County  records),  August  29,  1821,  Jacob  Ball, 
Bondsman.  Milley  Ball  was  the  eleventh  and  last  child.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky,  October 
28,  1800.  She  married  Jesse  Baker  September  24,  1823.  (See  Owen  County  records) . 

The  first  child  of  Catrine  Ball,  daughter  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  and  Margaret,  his 
wife  (who  married  John  Culver,  a  brother  of  Rachel  Culver)  was  James  Culver.  The  1850 
census  gives  his  age  as  40.  He  married  Nellie  Leslie  October  20,  1835.  Jacob  Culver  was 
the  second  son,  the  1850  census  gave  his  age  as  30.  He  married  Mary  E.  Thornsberry, 
February  11,  1840.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Theresa  Culver,  her  father's  second  wife.  John 
Culver  was  the  third  son.  He  was  born  in  1812.  (The  1850  census  gives  his  age  as  38). 

He,  being  38  years  of  age,  corresponds  to  the  age  of  his  brother  Jacob  who  was  also  38,* 
according  to  the  1850  census.  John  married  Priscilla  French,  June  10,  1837.  Ann  Culver, 
the  fourth  child,  married  Cornelius  Wood,  June  17,  1839.  The  fifth  child,  Margaret  (Peggy) 
Culver,  married  Matthew  Norris,  March  18,  1841.  Susan  Culver,  the  sixth  child,  married 
Alvin  Greenwell,  October  19,  1846.  Mary  (Polly)  Culver,  the  seventh  child,  married  Hiram 
Gilkey,  June  17,  1851.  Rachel  Culver  married  John  Sheckles. 

In  checking  the  records  at  Bardstown,  Kentucky,  the  county  seat  of  Nelson  County,  we 
found  many  records  involving  the  Ball  families  of  that  county.  Most  of  the  Ball  relation,  if 
not  all,  of  Nelson  County  are  descendants  of  James  and  Isaac  Ball,  sons  of  James  Ball,  the 
veteran.  To  examine  all  the  instruments  recorded  there  pertaining  to  these  families  of  the 
past  would  be  an  endless  undertaking  and  as  our  time  was  limited  on  our  trip  into  this 
interesting  State,  we  had  to  forego  many  things  of  interest  that  are  recorded  there.  However, 
we  did  copy  the  following  deed,  thinking  it  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Ball  descendants.  Two  of 
the  grantors  in  this  instrument  are  the  great,  great  grandparents  of  this  author. 

THE  DEED  Recorded  in  book  (18)  at  page  130. 

Made  this  30th  day  of  December,  1829  between  James  Ball  and  Rachel,  his  wife,  of  Nelson 
County  and  Daniel  Culver  and  Susan  Culver,  his  wife,  of  Hardin  County  and  State  of  Kentucky 
of  the  one  part  and  John  Culver  of  Nelson  County  and  State  aforesaid  of  the  other  part 
WITNESSETH:  That  the  sum  of  eighty  dollars  current  money  to  him  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt 
whereof  they  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  the  said  Culver  by  these  presents  do  fully  and  clearly 
exonerate,  requit,  and  discharge  the  said  James  Ball,  Rachel,  his  wife  and  Daniel  Culver  and 
Susan,  his  wife,  have  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  conveyed  and  confirmed  unto  him  the 
said  John  Culver  his  heirs  forever  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated  lying  and  being  in 
the  County  of  Nelson  and  on  the  south  side  of  Beech  fork  being  a  part  of  a  518  acre  patented  in 
the  name  of  William  Clever  containing  66  acres  more  or  less  and  bounded  as  follows  etc. 

Signed  James  Ball 
Rachel  Ball 
Daniel  Culver 
Susannah  Culver. 

This  Daniel  Culver  (sometimes  spelled  Colliver)  is  also  a  brother  of  Rachel  who  married 
James  Ball,  the  son  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran.  Daniel  Culver  married  Susan  Coy  in  Hardin 
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County,  Kentucky,  in  1813.  They  were  the  great,  great,  grandparents  of  Ezra  E.  Davidson,  whose 
wife,  Mrs.  Davidson  of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho,  furnished  the  following  articles  on  two  of  the  Culver 
men,  both  sons  of  John  Culver  and  Catrine  Ball  Culver,  his  wife.  The  articles  in  substance  follow: 

107  Years  Old 

William  Culver,  oldest  man  in  Kentucky,  passes  to  the  Great  Beyond.  William  Culver  (Uncle 
Billie),  the  oldest  man  in  Nelson  County  and  in  all  probability  the  oldest  man  in  Kentucky,  died 
at  his  home  near  Balltown,  Kentucky,  Tuesday  morning  July  16,  ?  .  The  funeral  was  at  St. 

Thomas  Church,  Wednesday  morning  July  17,  ?  .  Rev.  Father  Brienter  officiated. 

He  was  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  community,  having  been  born  in  Nelson  County  not  far 
from  the  place  of  his  death. 

It  is  reported,  he  was  born  August  4,  1811,  and  died  nineteen  days  under  107  years  of 
age.  (The  1850  census  gave  his  age  as  25).  He  is  survived  by  eight  children  and  more  than 
one  hundred  grandchildren;  great,  grandchildren  and  great,  great,  grandchildren. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  five  he  married  Catherine  (Kittie) Redmond  April  7,  1850.  Twelve 
children  were  born  to  this  union.  His  wife  died  four  years  ago,  having  almost  reached  the 
century  mark  herself.  At  a  dinner  given  by  his  children  two  years  ago,  in  honor  of  his  105th 
birthday,  there  were  eight  children;  fifty  grandchildren;  fifty  one  great,  grandchildren  and  a 
number  of  great,  great  grandchildren  present. 

Uncle  Billie,  although  unable  to  read  or  write,  had  a  wonderful  mind  and  memory.  He  was 
familiar  with  the  political  history  of  Nelson  County  and  could  relate  many  interesting  incidents 
occurring  in  past  campaigns.  He  had  a  great  memory  for  names  and  faces  and  retained  his 
activity  of  body  and  mind  to  the  last.  He  was  of  a  fun-loving  nature  and  always  enjoyed  telling  or 
hearing  a  good  joke.  He  was  very  fond  of  dancing  and  indulged  in  this  pastime  long  after  he  had 
passed  his  one  hundredth  milestone.  On  his  one  hundredth  birthday,  his  neighbors  gave  a  wood¬ 
chopping  in  his  honor  and  it  is  reported  he  wielded  the  ax  with  as  much  vigor  as  those  half  his  age. 
He  ate  a  hearty  dinner  and  enjoyed  the  dancing  with  the  others  in  the  group.  He  was  a  moderate 
user  of  tobacco  and  whiskey  and  saw  nothing  unusual  in  the  fact  that  he  had  outlived  the  span  of  life 
alloted  to  man.  He  attributed  his  longevity  and  good  health  to  living  as  his  neighbors  lived. 

The  deceased  has  seven  grandchildren  in  the  armies  of  The  United  States .  One  of  them  is 
Captain  John  Culver,  of  The  Regular  Army,  stationed  at  Camp  Meade,  Maryland. 

V 

The  following  article  involves  James  Culver,  a  brother  to  William  (Uncle  Billie)  Culver, 
the  subject  in  the  foregoing  article. 

OLDEST  MAN  IN  KENTUCKY 

In  a  remote  settlement,  known  as  Culvertown,  beyond  the  Beech  river  in  Nelson  County, 
lives  James  Culver  the  oldest  man  in  Kentucky.  Culver  is  108  years  old  and  comes  from  a 
family  noted  for  its  longevity  and  hardiness.  For  over  a  century  Mr.  Culver  has  lived  in 
the  same  community.  He  is  in  perfect  health  and  in  full  possession  of  all  his  faculties.  He 
has  great  physical  strength  and  is  able  to  perform  as  much  work  as  a  man  half  his  age. 

While  placing  a  large  backlog  in  his  old  fashioned  fire  place  not  long  ago,  he  strained 
his  back,  but  quickly  recovered.  He  is  a  very  active  man  and  with  the  exception  of  his  snow- 
white  hair,  he  gives  little  evidence  of  his  advanced  age. 

FATHER  FOUGHT  IN  REVOLUTION 

He  is  a  descendant  of  a  well-known  family  in  the  annals  of  Kentucky  history,  many  of 
them  being  noted  scouts  and  Indian  fighters.  His  father  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War  and, 
when  peace  was  declared,  came  to  Kentucky  and  assisted  in  erecting  Lynn's  Fort,  one  of  the 
earliest  strongholds  against  the  Indian.  Here  he  remained  with  his  family  for  a  short  time, 
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when  he  then  built  their  own  home  near  the  fort.  It  was  here  that  Uncle  Billie  was  born  and 
he  has  continued  to  live  here  all  his  life.  He  relates  many  interesting  stories  of  skirmishes 
between  the  settlers  and  the  Indians . 

PINE  LICK  &  INDIAN  HEAD 

Not  far  from  the  home  of  Uncle  Jimmie  is  a  place  known  as  PINE  LICK.  This  place  has 
a  state  wide  reputation.  It  is  an  old  deer  lick  and  it  was  here  many  of  the  old  pioneers 
obtained  their  venison  for  eating.  It  was  here  that  Uncle  Jimmie  relates  having  witnessed  a 
fight  and  death  struggle  between  a  white  man  by  the  name  of  Gilkey  and  an  Indian.  In  the 
fight  Gilkey  entirely  severed  the  head  of  the  Indian  and  placed  it  in  the  forks  of  a  tree  near 
the  lick.  This  tree  is  standing  today  and  the  place  is  known  as  Indian  Head.  (The  date  of 
this  article  is  not  known  to  this  writer).  (This  man  Gilkey  could  have  been  Hirah  Gilkey 
who  married  Uncle  Jimmie's  sister  Mary  (Polly)  Culver,  June  17,  1850). 

In  the  early  day  Uncle  Jimmie  covered  a  considerable  amount  of  territory  as  a  patrol. 
One  of  his  duties  was  to  visit  the  plantations  of  the  various  slaveholding  farmers  and  help 
prevent  the  Negro  slaves  from  their  nightly  plundering.  No  slave  was  permitted  out  after 
dark  without  a  permit  from  his  or  her  master  and  punishment  was  given  to  those  who 
violated  this  restriction. 

Uncle  Jimmie  married  twice.  His  second  wife  is  a  comparatively  young  woman.  He 
has  more  than  two  hundred  descendants*  scattered  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  One  of  his 
sons,  John  Culver,  cast  his  first  vote  for  James  Buchanan  for  President  of  The  United  States. 
Uncle  Jimmie  has,  now  living,  three  brothers  and  two  sisters,  all  over  ninety  years  of  age. 
In  point  of  health  and  longevity  the  Culver  family  is  almost  without  parallel,  none  of  them 
ever  having  been  seriously  ill  during  their  entire  lives . 

BROTHER'S  CLAIM  TO  FAME 

Uncle  Jimmie  has  a  brother  a  few  years  younger  than  himself  who  bears  the  distinction 
of  being  the  original  distiller  of  Moonshine  Whiskey  in  this  section  of  Kentucky.  For  some 
time  he  worked  with  John  Ritchie,  the  original  discoverer  of  the  sour  mash  method  of  making 
whiskey  and  became  so  proficient  in  the  art  of  making  moonshine  that  his  product  found  a 
wide  and  ready  sale.  He  followed  this  illicit  business  for  many  years,  defying  the  revenuers 
all  the  while  but  from  whom  he  had  many  narrow  escapes. 

He  shaves  himself  twice  each  week  without  the  aid  of  a  mirror.  He  is  well-to-do,  hale 
and  hearty  and  expects  to  live  many  more  years. 


To  comment  a  little  upon  the  foregoing  articles,  from  the  information  that  can  be 
construed  from  their  contents,  they  contain  statements  that  do  not  agree  with  recorded  facts. 
The  first  article  involving  Uncle  Billie  was  probably  written  about  1918.  In  it  is  found  the 
statement  that  he  was  born  in  1811  and  died  nineteen  days  short  of  being  107  years  of  age. 

The  recorded  facts  are  these:  the  1850  census  gives  his  age  as  25  at  that  time.  The  recorded 
fact  places  the  date  of  his  birth  in  1825  instead  of  1811,  and  that  being  true  he  was  only  93  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  This  reveals  that  he  was  actually  14  years  younger  than  was  claimed 
and  the  same  number  of  years  was  probably  added  to  Uncle  Jimmie's  age. 


The  1860  census  of  Crawford  County,  Indiana,  lists  Daniel  Culver,  born  in  1794,  age  66. 
He  was  born  in  Kentucky.  It  also  lists  Susan  Coy  Culver,  the  wife,  born  in  Kentucky  in  1793, 
age  67,  married  October  13,  1813.  Their  children  were  John  Culver,  born  ?,  James 
Culver,  born  in  1820,  married  Lydia  Braden;  William  Culver,  born  in  1822,  married  first  to 
Susan  Sheckles,  second  to  Betsy  Brown;  Nathan  Culver,  died  young;  Washington  Culver,  died 
young;  Betsy  Culver,  married  James  Adams;  Susan  Culver,  married  a  Mr.  Jones;  Jane  Culver 
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died  young;  Nancy  Culver  born  1824,  age  36,  married  John  Fowler;  Margurite  Culver,  born 
September  16,  1828,  in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky,  was  married  first  to  Robert  Davidson  Sept. 
28,  1854,  in  Crawford  County,  Indiana.  This  couple  is  the  great  grandparents  of  Ezra  E. 
Davidson  of  Twin  Falls,  Idaho.  Eliza  Culver,  born  1835,  age  25,  married  Abraham  Turner; 
Ellen  Culver,  married  Thomas  Cummings  April  9,  1848,  in  Indiana. 

Mary  Ball,  daughter  and  eighth  child  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran  and  his  wife  Margaret, 
married  David  Neely  April  12,  1814.  (See  records  of  Fayette  County,  Kentucky).  He  was 
born  September  4,  1792.  Their  children  were  James  Neely,  born  January  15,  1815;  Margaret 
Neely,  born  February  3,  1816;  David  Neely  born  April  7,  1817;  Susannah  Neely,  born  October 
20,  1818;  Elizabeth  Neely,  born  1820;  Kitty  Jane  Neely,  born  July  26,  1822;  Mary  Neely,  born 
June  24,  1824;  Mildred  Neely,  born  November  19,  1825;  John  Neely,  born  July  15,  1827; 
William  Neely,  born  December  8,  1828;  Martha  Neely,  born  January  21,  1832  and  Jacob  Neely, 
born  March  10,  1838. 

The  above  named  Mildred  Neely  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  and  died  in 
Franklin  County,  Missouri,  September  15,  1903.  She  married  Thomas  H.  Malvern,  a  son 
of  John  William  Malvern  and  Mary  (Jewitt)  Malvern.  He  was  born  in  England,  February  24, 
1824  and  died  July  6,  1865.  Thomas  H.  Malvern  and  his  wife  Mildred  (Neely)  Malvern  were 
the  parents  of  John  William  Malvern  who  was  born  July  26,  1860  in  Missouri.  He  died  August 
8,  1936.  He  married  Lizzie  Altermeyer.  She  was  born  March  26,  1865  in  Missouri  and  died 
May  2,  1933.  They  were  the  parents  of  Lillie  Edna  Malvern,  who  was  born  in  Missouri  in 
Franklin  County,  August  30,  1886;  and  of  Lillie  Edna  Malvern,  who  married  Julian  A.  Sattley 
and  now  lives  in  Phoenix,  Arizona.  Her  mother,  Lizzie  (Altermeyer)  Malvern,  was  a 
daughter  of  Charley  Altermeyer  born  in  Germany,  July  6,  1820  and  died  June  27,  1865,  and 
his  wife  Lottie  (Leffman)  Altermeyer,  born  March  9,  1825,  in  Germany.  She  died  July  6, 

1893. 


FRIENDSHIP  By  Peter  J.  Corin,  Jr. 

Sacramento,  California 
If  nobody  smiled  and  nobody  cheered 
And  nobody  helped  us  along, 

If  each,  every  minute,  looked  after  himself 
And  good  things  all  went  to  the  strong, 

If  nobody  cared  just  a  little  for  you 
And  nobody  thought  about  me, 

And  we  stood  alone  in  the  battle  of  life, 

What  a  dreary  old  world  this  would  be. 

If  there  were  no  thing  as  a  flag  in  the  sky 
As  a  symbol  of  comradeship  here, 

If  we  lived  as  the  animals  lived  in  the  woods, 

With  nothing  held  sacred  or  dear: 

If  selfishness  ruled  us  from  birth  to  the  end 
And  never  a  neighbor  had  we, 

And  friendship  meant  nothing  to  each  of  us  here, 

What  a  dreary  old  world  this  would  be. 

If  we  were  as  rich  as  the  richest  on  earth 

And  as  strong  as  the  strongest  that  lives, 

Yet  never  we  knew  the  delight  and  the  charm 
Of  the  smile  that  the  other  chap  gives; 

If  kindness  were  never  a  part  of  ourselves, 

Though  we  owned  all  the  land  we  can  see, 
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With  never  a  thought  of  others  as  friends. 

What  a  dreary  old  world  this  would  be. 

Life  is  sweet  because  of  the  friends  we  have  made 
And  the  things  that  in  common  we  share; 

We  want  to  live  on,  not  because  of  ourselves, 

But  because  of  the  people  who  care. 

It's  thinking  and  doing  for  somebody  else, 

And  on  that  all  life's  glory  depends. 

The  joy  of  the  world,  when  you  sum  it  all  up, 

Is  found  in  the  making  of  friends . 
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CHAPTER  -II- 


JAMES  BALL  AND  HIS  WIFE  RACHEL  (CULVER)  BALL,  THEIR  CHILDREN 

AND  FAMILIES 

This  James  Ball  is  the  second  child  of  James  Ball  and  Margaret  (Bray)  Ball,  his  wife  and 
is  the  great,  great  grandfather  of  this  writer,  Roy  H.  Ball.  This  James  Ball,  was  a  blacksmith. 
Their  first  child  was  a  daughter,  named  Marget  (could  be  Margaret).  She  was  born  in  Kentucky 
February  4,  1802  and  died  in  1864  or  1867.  She  married  James  King,  a  son  of  Jacob  King  and 
his  wife  Ann  (Abel)  King  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky.  Their  biography  can  be  found  in 
"Biography  of  Indianapolis  Residents"  at  page  574.  Their  children  were  Jacob,  John,  George, 
James,  William  and  Rachel.  Rachel's  first  marriage  was  to  W.  D.  Johnson  and  her  second 
marriage  was  to  James  Day.  The  name  Marget  could  be  a  misspelling  for  the  name  Margaret, 
however  the  Bible  record  has  it  spelled  Marget.  Another  source  of  information  places  the 
time  of  her  death  as  about  1880.  James  King  was  a  brother  to  Elizabeth  King  who  married 
William  Ball,  the  great,  grandfather  of  Roy  H.  Ball,  February  22,  1825.  Jacob  King  was  a  son 
of  Peter  King  and  his  children  were  Cornelius,  Ann,  John,  Janet,  Jacob  and  Mary. 

The  second  child  of  James  Ball  and  his  wife  Rachel  was  a  son  John  Ball,  born  in  Nelson 
County,  Kentucky,  August  26,  1803  and  died  September  9,  1804. 

The  third  child  of  James  and  Rachel  Ball  was  a  son,  William  Ball,  born  in  Nelson  County, 
Kentucky,  July  18,  1805.  He  was  married  three  times,  having  outlived  the  first  two  wives. 

His  marriages  and  children  by  these  various  wives  will  be  given  later  in  a  chapter  for  that 
purpose . 

The  fourth  child  of  James  and  Rachel  Ball  was  also  a  son  named  Jacob.  He  was  born  August 
19,  1807  and  died  April  4,  1808. 

Their  fifth  child  was  a  daughter,  Mary  Ball,  born  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  January  25, 
1809.  She  married  Moses  Coy  March  6,  1826. 

Nancy  Ball,  the  sixth  child,  was  born  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  October  15,  1811.  She 
first  married  Francis  King,  a  cousin  of  Elizabeth  King,  William  Ball's  first  wife  and  James 
King  who  married  William  Ball's  sister  Marget.  Nancy  Ball  and  Francis  King  were  married 
October  3,  1831.  (See  records  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky).  They  later  moved  into  Indiana. 
Their  children,  as  reflected  by  the  1850  census  of  Jackson  County,  Indiana,  were  George  King, 
age  18,  born  in  Kentucky;  Mary  E.  King,  age  16  born  in  Kentucky;  Rachel  A.  King,  age  15 
born  in  Kentucky.  She  first  married  Luther  Bedel  March  1,  1854  and  her  second  marriage 
was  to  James  Gillespy  in  1883. 

The  1850  census  shows  Luther  Bedel  was  born  in  Indiana,  October  22,  1828.  The  census 
also  shows  he  was  living  with  his  mother  Sarah,  a  widow,  age  57.  He  died  February  21,  1877. 

The  1860  census  of  Jackson  County,  Indiana,  shows  Luther  Bedel,  age  31,  born  in  Indiana, 
and  Rachel  A.  (King)  Bedel,  age  24  born  in  Indiana.  The  1850  census  states  she  was  born  in 
Kentucky  and  is  probably  correct. 

William  Riley  Bedel,  the  first  child,  was  born  January  6,  1859  and  died  in  1913.  He 
married  Martha  Carpenter;  George  Morton  Bedel,  the  second  child,  was  born  August  30, 

1864  and  died  July  30,  1915.  He  married  Allie  R.  Gillespie  and  had  Ira,  Otis,  Lonson,  Ivan, 
Mary  G.,  Laura,  Foster  and  Amos  Hall  Bedel;  Sarah  Bedel,  the  third  child  was  born  March 
6,  1862  and  died  June  6,  1892.  She  had  married  J.  S.  Hall;  and  last  of  the  Luther  Bedel 
children  were  Alina  M.  Bedel  born  in  1868,  and  Harrison  King  Bedel,  age  or  date  of  birth  not 
known. 

Nancy  (Ball)  King,  for  her  second  husband,  married  Reuben  Ballard  in  1841,  as  his  second 
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wife.  Their  first  child  was  William  Ballard,  born  October  26,  1845  in  Jackson  County,  Indiana. 
He  died  in  Jackson,  Minnesota,  August  6,  1914,  at  the  age  of  68.  William  first  married  Jane 
Hamilton,  January  23,  1873  and  they  had  John  who  was  born  February  7,  1874.  He  married 
Abbie  Messerschmidt  of  Black  Duck,  Minnesota.  They  had  Marie,  who  married  Wallace 
Eucera;  William  Bland;  Hattie  Lorrain;  Legrand;  Huldah;  Jane  and  another  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  daughter  Huldah  was  born  September  17,  1894  and  never  married.  She  was  a  teacher  in 
the  Minneapolis  schools  and  a  member  of  the  D.A.R.  and  D.U.V.  Her  father  was  a  Civil  War 
Veteran.  There  were  other  children  but  they  died  in  infancy.  The  mother,  Jane  Hamilton 
Ballard,  died  April  or  May,  1939. 

William  Ballard's  second  marriage  was  to  Nancy  Maria  Mounts  on  March  11,  1886.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  James  Mounts  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Mullen)  Mounts.  Nancy  was  born 
June  11,  1856  in  Amity,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  June  ?  ,  1945  at  Salem,  Oregon.  Their  first 
child  was  Nancy  Elizabeth  Ballard,  born  February  24,  1890,  at  Jackson,  Minnesota.  She 
married  Arthur  L.  Skewis  and  lives  in  Sequim,  Washington,  Rt.  1,  Box  193.  Mrs.  Skewis 
has  also  been  very  helpful  in  gathering  Ball  information  and  passing  it  along  for  this  biography. 

The  second  child  of  Reuben  Ballard  and  his  wife  Nancy  (Ball)  (King)  Ballard,  was  John  Francis 
Ballard,  his  date  of  birth  and  to  whom  he  was  married  is  not  known.  However,  his  known 
children  were  Mary,  who  married  Claude  ?  and  they  were  missionaries  in  Africa.  Hubert, 
whose  last  known  place  of  residence  was  Ogden,  Utah;  and  Lillian,  who  lived  in  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan.  It  was  in  the  attic  of  her  home  where  many  of  the  old  letters  from  her  father  to 
relatives  in  Kentucky  were  found.  The  fourth  and  last  child  was  John  Ballard. 

In  a  letter  which  will  appear  later,  written  by  John  Francis  Ballard  to  his  brother  William 
Ballard,  he  mentions  George  as  being  17  years  of  age.  This  may  be  another  son. 

The  third  child  of  Nancy  (Ball-King)  Ballard  and  Reuben  Ballard  was  a  daughter,  Jane. 

She  was  born  about  1842  and  died  in  1893.  She  first  married  Alexander  Bedel,  a  son  of 
Calvin  and  Malinda  (McDonald)  Bedel.  They  had  Nancy  Rosamond  Bedel,  who  was  born  March 
24,  1862  and  died  July  7,  1929.  She  married  William  Parker  Carpenter  and  they  had  Grace 
Carpenter,  born  May  17,  1883.  Grace  married  Reverend  Walter  Mosely.  Agnes  Carpenter 
was  born  October  24,  1888.  She  married  Jesse  Hildreth  and  they  had  Jesse  Jr.  and  Mary  Rose. 
Amy  Carpenter  was  born  July  11,  1893.  She  married  Thomas  McDonald.  Debbie  Carpenter 
was  born  February  14,  1896.  She  married  Bicknel  Baker  and  had  Billie  Baker.  Evie  Carpenter 
was  born  April  8,  1898.  She  married  Walter  Wieneke  and  had  Fern,  Thelma,  Wilma  and  Doris. 
Jewel  Carpenter,  the  sixth  child,  was  born  December  30,  1900  and  died  in  1921.  She  married 
Roy  Beldon  and  had  Roland  Beldon. 


The  second  marriage  of  Jane  (Ballard-Bedel)  was  to  Marion  Brooks.  They  had  Mary  Brooks, 
born  in  September  1866  and  died  August  26,  1934.  Mary  married  William  McDonald  and  had 
Nellie  B.  McDonald,  who  was  born  April  24,  1887.  Nellie  married  Hiram  Rogers  and  had  Earl 
Nelson  Rogers,  who  was  born  November  23,  1904.  Donald  Allen  Rogers  was  born  July  22, 

1909  and  died  May  23,  1931 .  Nellie  Bernice  Rogers  was  born  August  23,  1916;  and  Alice 
Rogers  was  born  November  29,  1926. 

The  second  child  of  Jane  (Ballard-Bedel)  Brooks  and  her  husband  Marion  Brooks  was  Net 
Brooks  who  married  Debbie  Watson  and  had  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Esther,  Lana,  Robert,  Alice, 
Mabel  and  John.  John  married  Rachel  Clark  and  had  Harold,  Doris,  Thelma,  Allen,  Alice 
and  Ellen  Brooks . 

The  third  child  of  Jane  and  Marion  Brooks  was  Lou  Brooks  who  married  Lige  Bess.  They 
had  William  Bess  who  married  and  had  two  sons;  Gladys  Bess  who  married  Julius  Heintz  and 
had  Carolyn  Heintz  .  Lou  Brooks  died  February  28,  1897  . 
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The  fourth  child  of  Jane  (Ballard -Bedel)  Brooks  and  her  husband  Marion  Brooks  was  a  son, 
Frank  Brooks.  He  married  Ida  Collins  and  had  Beryl  who  married  Beatrice  Hughes,  and  Nellie 
May  who  married  Delmar  Moore.  Frank  Brooks  married,  as  his  second  wife,  Effie  Lee  Breeden 
and  had  Alta  Ray  (who  married  Marion  Lee  Brooks);  Sadie  Brooks  married  Jacob  Foster  and  had 
Ermel  LeRoy,  Murrell,  Fairy,  Ruby  Mae,  Beryl  and  Lester. 

There  were  various  letters  written  by  the  Ballards  to  the  Balls  in  which  the  Ball  estate  was 
the  main  subject  of  controversy.  These  letters,  with  other  documents,  will  appear  later  in  a 
chapter  for  that  purpose  . 


The  seventh  child  of  James  and  Rachel  (Culver)  Ball,  his  wife,  was  another  son,  Daniel  Ball, 
born  in  Kentucky,  February  25,  1814.  Not  a  great  deal  of  information  regarding  this  son  is  had 
at  this  time  except  it  is  reported  he  had  two  sons  and  that  he  was  a  Baptist  minister.  At  one 
time  he  owned  land  in  Indiana.  The  instrument  conveying  this  property  to  him  came  from  his 
brother  William  Ball,  indicating  that  these  two  brothers  were  probably  in  Indiana  together. 
Information  came  to  this  writer  that  James  Ball,  their  father,  acquired  considerable  land  in 
Indiana  and  induced  these  two  sons  to  settle  there . 

The  eighth  child  of  James  Ball  and  his  wife  Rachel  was  also  a  son,  James  Ball,  named  after 
his  father.  This  son  James  was  a  grandson  of  James  Ball  the  veteran.  He  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
December  15,  1816.  He  married  Sarah  Holhouser  March  27,  1839.  (See  Nelson  County  records). 
She  was  born  in  1815.  The  1850  census  gives  her  age  as  being  35  and  bora  in  Kentucky.  This 
couple  lived  in  Nelson  County  all  their  lives.  When  they  were  married,  the  old  folk  joined  in 
building  them  a  new  home.  This  construction  was  of  squared  logs,  pinned  together  with  wooden 
pegs.  There  were  originally  but  two  large  rooms,  probably  16  or  18  foot  square,  one  room 
below  and  the  other  above,  making  this  log  house  a  two  story  affair.  The  upper  room  had  two 
logs  extending  from  either  side  a  distance  of  about  twenty  feet.  This  was  for  the  purpose  of 
joining  an  addition  later.  In  due  time  this  was  done,  with  two  rooms  like  the  original  ones 
being  built  and  connected  with  the  projecting  logs  with  a  breezeway  in  between.  In  Kentucky  a 
breezeway  is  called  by  some  a  dogtrot.  When  the  two  rooms  were  added  this  gave  James  Ball 
and  his  wife  Sarah  (Holhouser)  Ball  his  wife  a  large  home.  It  contained  four  large  rooms  with 
a  small  room  between  the  two  upper  ones  and  with  the  open  breezeway  below.  Each  of  the 
four  rooms  had  a  large  fire  place.  In  our  visit  in  Nelson  County  Mrs.  Etta  (Ball)  Borders,  a 
distant  relative  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  accompanied  us  on  the  many  trips  around  the 
district.  She  and  her  husband,  George  Borders,  were  very  kind  and  friendly  people  and  made 
us  feel  at  home  from  the  beginning.  We  spent  the  night  with  them  in  their  home  and  also  visited 
her  father  and  mother,  the  George  Balls.  They  live  close  by  and  are  the  kind  of  people  one 
likes  to  meet.  They  make  you  feel  welcome  and  this  was  appreciated  by  us  as  it  eliminated  all 
tension.  All  the  Balls  in  Kentucky  extended  to  us  that  friendly  greeting  and  hospitality  everyone 
appreciates.  We  loved  them  for  it. 

The  first  child  of  this  young  couple,  James  Ball  and  Sarah,  was  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  Ball, 
born  in  1841 .  An  interesting  story  was  told  us  regarding  the  life  of  this  daughter.  As  related 
to  us,  she  was  engaged  to  be  married  and  a  short  time  before  the  ceremony  was  to  have  taken 
place,  the  young  man  to  whom  she  was  to  be  married  was  killed.  After  this  unhappy  event, 
she  secluded  herself  and  even  though  she  lived  to  be  ninety  years  of  age  she  never  married. 

The  story  as  related  to  us  by  the  Ball  relation  there  in  Nelson  County  was  that  this  daughter, 
Elizabeth,  died  in  the  same  bed  and  in  the  same  room  in  which  she  was  born.  Her  place  of 
birth  and  her  home  all  her  life  was  in  the  two  story,  four  room  log  home  of  her  parents  that 
was  built  when  they  were  first  married. 

This  writer,  together  with  his  wife,  his  constant  companion,  was  in  that  interesting  home 
while  we  were  in  Nelson  County.  The  present  owner  is  a  Jack  Irwin  and  he  was  most  anxious 
to  show  us  the  historical  home  of  this  ancestor.  He  has  made  the  exterior  more  modern 
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looking,  but  has  retained  the  log  effect  inside.  It  is  a  beautiful  home  today  and  is  probably  as 
good  a  building  as  when  it  was  built  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  ago. 

The  second  child  of  James  Ball  (this  James  was  known  as  Jr.)  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Holhouser) 
Ball  was  a  son,  John  Ball,  born  in  Nelson  County  in  1843.  He  married  Elizabeth  Metcalf  April 
16,  1866  and  had  Alice  (who  married  Jodie  Burba  and  had  five  children);  Ida  (who  married 
Monroe  Gilkey  and  had  two  children);  Felix  (who  married  Margaret  Simms  and  had  seven 
children);  and  Robert  (who  married  Bulah  Rogers  and  had  three  children.) 

The  third  child  of  James  Ball,  Jr.  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  was  a  daughter  Mary  Ball.  She 
was  born  in  1845.  She  married  James  M.  Norris. 

The  fourth  child  of  James  Ball,  Jr.  and  Sarah  was  a  daughter,  Rachel  A.  Ball,  born  1847. 
She  was  married  December  13,  1881  to  Joseph  B.  Clark. 

The  fifth  child  of  James  Ball,  Jr.  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  was  a  son  George  W.  Ball,  born 
February  27,  1847  and  died  December  30,  1914.  He  married  Anne  McKeigney  December  13, 
1881.  She  was  a  daughter  of  James  W.  McKeigney.  (From  Gravestone  records).  Their 
children  were  Bernard  Ball,  born  November  5,  1882;  Mary  Edith  Ball,  born  September  28, 

1884.  She  married  Roy  Brooks  and  had  four  children.  Roy  was  the  son  of  William  Brooks. 
Mary  Stephen  Ball  was  born  December  25,  1886;  Elizabeth  Ball  was  born  March  28,  1889  and 
died  June  26,  1913;  Margaret  Ball  was  born  November  30,  1891  and  died  July  31,  1893;  Sarah 
Catherine  Ball  was  born  May  21,  1894  and  died  February  1,  1897;  Ellen  Hilda  Ball  was  born 
February  1,  1897  and  died  September  2,  1917. 

Sarah  Ball,  the  sixth  child  of  James  Ball,  Jr.  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Holhouser)  Ball,  was  born 
in  1855.  She  married  Steven  Ballard.  He  had  a  brother,  James  Ballard. 


The  ninth  child  of  James  Ball  and  Rachel  (Culver)  Ball  was  a  son,  George  Ball,  born  in 
1818.  He  married  Harriet  Ballard,  August  27,  1840.  The  1850  census  states  she  was  born 
in  Indiana  in  1826.  This  couple  also  lived  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  all  their  lives.  Their 
children  were  Mary  J.  Ball,  age  8  in  the  1850  census,  born  in  Kentucky.  She  married  James 
H.  Ballard  November  16,  1880.  James  Harrison  Ball  was  born  November  18,  1845  (Gravestone 
records).  He  was  a  blacksmith.  He  died  July  2,  1916.  He  first  married  Theresa  Ballard 
December  28,  1869  and  had  a  daughter  Anna,  who  married  a  Mr.  Weathers.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Mary  Miller,  December  23,  1879,  and  they  had  George  Ball,  born  November 
17,  1886.  This  George  Ball  married  Edna  Sympson  July  2,  1909.  We  met  this  good  couple 
while  visiting  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky.  They  had  Mary  Ethel  Ball,  born  October  22,  1910. 
She  married  J.  W.  Borders,  a  son  of  John  William  Borders,  and  had  Joseph  Beverly  Borders, 

J.  W.  the  3rd,  Maryln,  Jewell  and  Nathan  Allen  Borders. 

The  second  child  of  George  Ball  and  his  wife  Edna  (Sympson)  Ball  was  a  daughter,  Etta 
Ball,  born  May  6,  1912.  She  married  George  Borders.  They  live  near  Balltown  about  one 
half  way  to  Bardstown  on  the  highway.  This  good  couple  were  tops  and  treated  us  as  though 
they  had  known  us  always.  We  enjoyed  our  visit  with  them  while  in  Nelson  County. 

The  third  child  of  George  Ball  and  Edna,  his  wife,  was  also  a  daughter,  Thelma  May  Ball, 
born  June  29,  1914.  She  married  J.  R.  Dennis,  a  son  of  George  Dennis  and  had  Judith  Ann  and 
Brenda  Joyce . 

The  fourth  child  was  a  daughter,  Pauline  Ball,  born  March  1,  1921.  She  married  Carl 
Johnson  and  had  James,  Charles,  William,  George  Earnest  and  David  Harold. 

Other  children  of  James  Harrison  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary  (Miller)  Ball  are  Anna  (no 
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information);  Edward,  born  December  28,  1887  and  married  Effie  Riley;  Joseph  Proctor  Ball, 
born  1888  and  died  1912.  He  married  Flora  Cassell.  The  last  child,  Mary  Alice  Ball,  was 
born  February  21,  1889.  She  married  Bernard  Hutchins,  and  died  February  20,  1955. 

The  third  child  of  George  Ball  and  his  wife  Harriet  (Ballard)  Ball,  was  a  son,  John  Ball. 

The  1850  census  gave  his  age  as  1  year.  John  married  Alice  Gilkey.  She  died  in  1906.  They 
had  two  sons  Nicholas  and  Arthur. 

The  fourth  child  of  George  Ball  and  his  wife  Harriet  (Ballard)  Ball,  was  a  daughter  Nancy 
Ball  who  married  Ellis  Mattingly.  She  died  in  1890.  The  last  child  was  also  a  daughter  named 
Jane  Ball  and  she  married  Tom  Walker. 

The  tenth  and  last  child  of  James  Ball,  the  son  of  the  veteran,  and  his  wife  Rachel  (Culver) 
Ball  was  a  daughter,  Permelia  Ball.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky  June  10,  1821.  She  married 
John  Fenton.  She  died  October  24,  1857. 

Permelia  Ball  was  the  youngest  sister  of  William  Ball,  the  great  grandfather  of  this  writer, 
Roy  H.  Ball.  She  is  buried  in  an  old  neglected  and  abandoned  cemetery  at  the  rear  of  the  school- 
house  in  Balltown,  Nelson  County,  Kentucky.  The  dates  were  taken  from  her  tombstone  in  this 
cemetery.  There  are  many  sunken  places  there  indicating  other  graves,  however  the  stone  of 
Permelias  is  the  only  one  to  be  seen  at  this  late  date.  It  was  turned  over  and  the  lettering  was 
very  dim.  It  is  possible  that  James  Ball,  the  son  of  the  veteran,  and  his  wife  Rachel  Culver 
Ball  are  buried  here  in  this  Balltown  cemetery. 


VISION  By  Berton  Braley 

The  practical  man  sees  a  small  wooden  box 
Strung  tight  with  the  gut  of  a  cat 
On  which  you  can  scrape  with  the  tail  of  a  horse; 

There's  nothing  more  to  it  than  that; 

And  so  he  declares,  and  it's  perfectly  true 
That's  all  that  a  violin  seems 

m 

Unless  you  have  vision  which  leads  you  to  see 
A  casket  of  the  loveliest  dreams . 

The  practical  man  knows  a  tree  is  a  tree. 

He  figures  its  height  and  its  girth; 

Knows  how  many  board  feet  it  will  yield  to  the  saw, 
And  just  what  each  board  will  be  worth. 

But  yet  to  the  man  who  has  vision,  it  stands 
As  a  miracle  sprung  from  the  sod, 

A  green  living  glory  that  ever  proclaims 
The  Spirit  and  purpose  of  God. 

The  practical  man  sees  a  practical  world 
And  runs  it  in  practical  style. 

He's  safe  and  he's  sane  as  an  everyday  guide, 

But  still,  every  once  in  awhile, 

Though  practical  people  make  living  run  smooth, 
Let's  yield  to  the  magical  thrall 
Of  dreamers  whose  beautiful  visions  supply 
The  reason  for  living  at  all. 
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CHAPTER  -III- 


WILLLAM  BALL,  THE  THIRD  CHILD  OF  JAMES  BALL,  SON  OF 
THE  VETERAN,  AND  HIS  WIFE  ELIZABETH  (KING)  BALL 

William  Ball  was  born  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  near  Balltown  July  18,  1805.  He 
married  Elizabeth  King  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  February  22,  1825.  She  was  born  in 
1804  and  died  in  Columbus,  Indiana,  in  1843.  The  exact  place  of  her  burial  is  unknown. 

She  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  King  and  his  wife  Ann  (Abel)  King;  their  other  children  were 
Peter,  Cornelius,  John,  Janet,  Jacob  and  Mary. 

The  first  child  of  William  Ball  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball  was  Rachel  Ann  Ball, 
born  January  30,  1826,  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  near  Balltown.  Balltown  is  five  miles 
from  Bardstown  the  county  seat  of  Nelson  County.  Rachel  Ann  married  William  Hardy  April 
12,  1851,  in  Indiana.  She  came  to  Jackson  County,  Indiana,  with  her  parents  from  Kentucky 
about  1830.  They  first  settled  in  Jackson  County  and  sometime  later  moved  into  Bartholomew 
County,  Indiana.  Shortly  after  her  marriage  to  William  Hardy  in  1851,  they  moved  to  Monroe 
County,  Iowa.  Their  son,  Columbus  Hardy,  was  born  in  the  home  of  William  Ball,  the 
grandfather,  in  Davis  County,  Iowa;  they  had  a  daughter  who  married  a  Mr.  Baker.  Their 
third  child,  a  son,  William  Hardy  lived  in  Melrose,  Iowa. 

The  second  child  of  William  Ball  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball  was  a  son,  Samuel 
King  Ball,  born  in  Kentucky  February  ?  ,  1829.  He  died  August  7,  1881,  in  Seymour, 

Iowa,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  in  the  Philadelphia  cemetery  near  Plano,  Iowa. 

To  those  men  of  the  Ball  families  now  living,  who  are  members  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
those  who  may  become  members  of  this  great  order  in  the  future,  the  following  resolution 
may  be  interesting. 


RESOLUTION 

Hall  of  Jackson  Lodge  No.  42-A.F.  &  A.M. 

October  7th  A.D.  1881.  A.L.  5881  . 

The  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Brother  Samuel  K.  Ball,  died  August  7,  1881,  aged  54  years,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic 
honors  from  his  late  residence  in  Seymour,  Iowa,  August  8,  1881. 

Brother  Ball  was  a  member  of  Jackson  Lodge  No.  42  A. F.  &  A.M.  and  we,  the  members 
thereof,  most  deeply  and  sincerely  sympathize  with  his  bereaved  widow  and  family.  While  we 
drop  the  sympathetic  tear,  we  can  offer  no  better  consolation  than  a  trust  in  that  ALL  Seeing 
Eye  without  whose  notice  not  even  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground. 

Resolved,  that  while  we  bow  with  submission  to  Divine  Providence  in  the  removal  of  our 
esteemed  brother  from  this  earthly  tabernacle  to  that  house  not  made  with  hands  eternal  in 
the  heavens,  we  will  cherish  the  remembrance  of  his  virtues  and  treasure  them  in  our  hearts. 

Resolved  that  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  signed  by  the  committee  and  under  the  seal  of  the 
Lodge  be  presented  to  the  widow  of  our  deceased  brother  and  the  city  papers  be  requested  to 
publish  the  same . 

Committee  - 
John  Harper 
D.  N.  Steele 

Attest:  Thomas  O.  Wilson,  Secretary  S.  M.  Moore 


Samuel  King  Ball  was  a  printer  and  newspaper  editor  at  the  time  of  his  death.  It  is  reported, 
the  cause  of  his  death  was  lead  poisoning.  In  his  younger  years  he  had  followed  blacksmithing 
and  to  some  extent  had  worked  as  a  carpenter. 
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His  first  marriage  was  to  Emeline  Jones.  She  died  in  1852.  They  had  one  daughter, 

Margaret  Ellen  Ball,  born  in  Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  August  3,  1850.  When  her  mother  died 
she  was  taken  to  her  Uncle  John  Jones  and  grew  to  womanhood  in  Indianola,  Iowa.  She 
married  Allen  Talbott  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  October  3,  1872.  He  was  born  in  1848.  Their 
first  child  was  Ora,  born  October  26,  1874,  near  Truro,  Iowa.  She  married  Harry  Hartman 
in  Indianola,  Iowa,  October  9,  1901.  They  had  John  D .  Hartman,  born  November  3,  1903,  in 
Indianola,  Iowa.  In  1904  this  family  moved  to  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado.  In  1929  this  John  D. 
Hartman  received  his  LLB  Degree  in  Law  at  Ohio  State  University  and  is  now  (1956)  vice- 
president  and  Trust  Officer  of  the  Pondre  Valley  National  Bank  at  Ft.  Collins.  He  married 
Susan  Wilson,  June  2,  1934,  and  they  had  Sarah,  born  June  14,  1937;  Robert,  born  April  18, 

1939;  and  James,  born  August  14,  1943. 

Ora  Talbot  (or  Talbott)  Hartman  died  April  14,  1927.  Ora  and  Harry  Hartman's  second 
child  was  Lucile,  born  May  6,  1906.  She  married  Paul  Bliss  April  20,  1930.  They  went  to 
Palo  Alto,  California,  as  bride  and  groom.  They  had  Audrey  Lee  Bliss,  a  daughter,  born 
April  4,  1931 .  She  married  John  Selby  February  10,  1952,  and  they  have  a  son,  Clinton  Paul, 
born  January  20,  1956. 

Ora  and  Harry  Hartman's  third  child  was  a  son,  Edgar  Nathan  Hartman,  born  in  1909. 

He  died  at  the  age  of  six. 

Margaret  and  Allen  Talbot’s  second  child  was  a  daughter,  Daisy  Talbot.  She  married 
Bert  Osbourne,  a  druggist,  in  Indianola,  Iowa.  They  later  settled  in  Denver,  Colorado.  This 
couple  had  no  children.  She  died  in  July,  1909,  and  is  buried  at  Indianola,  Iowa. 

Margaret  and  Allen  Talbot's  third  child,  also  a  daughter,  was  Pearl  Emeline  Talbot,  born 
in  Indianola,  Iowa,  December  4,  1883.  She  married  G.  A.  Bartholomew  October  14,  1908. 

Their  children  were  Allen  Talbott  Bartholomew,  born  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  July  5,  1909,  and 
Audrey  Lee  Bartholomew,  born  also  in  Indianola  March  8,  1911.  Both  were  educated  in  the 
schools  of  Omaha,  Nebraska.  Allen  Talbot  (or  Talbott)  Bartholomew  married  Jane  Brewer 
November  26,  1936,  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  later  settled  in  Palo  Alto,  California.  It  is 
reported  he  is  yard  foreman  for  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad.  They  have  two  children, 

Sondra  Maria  Bartholomew,  born  in  Palo  Alto,  February  17,  1943,  and  Steven  Allen  Bartholomew, 
born  July  17,  1949. 

Audrey  Lee  Bartholomew  graduated  from  the  Omaha  Technical  high  school  and  was  a 
student  at  Omaha  University  and  also  the  University  of  Southern  California.  She  served 
twenty-eight  months  as  a  WAC  in  World  War  Two.  She  is  now  (1956)  employed  as  secretary 
to  the  librarian  in  the  library  at  Palo  Alto,  California. 

Margaret  and  Allen  Talbott's  fourth  and  last  child  was  another  daughter,  Jessie,  born  in 
Indianola,  Iowa,  July  4,  1886.  She  married  Roy  Lewis  Igo  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  March  31,  1908. 
She  died  October  ?  ,  1914,  in  Indianola,  Iowa,  and  is  buried  there. 


Samuel  King  Ball's  second  marriage  was  to  Mary  Matilda  Pyle  January  4,  1853,  in  Columbus, 
Indiana.  She  died  about  1860.  He  had  by  this  wife  one  son,  William  Newton  Ball,  born  February 
24,  1854  in  Bartholomew  County,  Indiana.  He  died  December  3,  1924.  He  married  Mary  E. 
Wales  February  25,  1874.  He  came  to  Appanoose  County,  Iowa,  with  his  parents  in  1857  and 
lived  there  all  his  life.  His  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  L.  C.  and  Lucinda  Wales,  a  pioneer 
family  of  John's  township.  William  Newton  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary,  had  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  The  first  was  William  Franklin  Ball,  born  January  14,  1875.  He  died 
May  31,  1947,  aged  72  years,  3  months  and  17  days.  He  lived  and  died  in  Plano,  Iowa,  and  is 
buried  in  the  Concord  cemetery  near  there.  He  married  Jessie  A.  Cole  and  their  children  are 
Laurence  V.  Ball,  born  June  15,  1900;  Glenn  E.  Ball,  born  August  27,  1905;  Doris  Wilma  Ball, 
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born  August  5,  1914;  and  Raymond  R.  Ball,  born  January  21,  1917. 

The  second  child  of  William  Newton  Ball  and  his  wife,  Mary  (Wales)  Ball,  was  also  a  son, 
Samuel  L.  Ball,  now  living  in  the  town  of  Spirit  Lake,  Iowa.  He  has  no  family.  The  third 
child  of  this  couple  was  Lucinda  Ella  Ball.  She  was  a  registered  nurse.  She  married  a  Mr. 
Matthews  but  had  no  children.  The  fourth  child  was  Flora  Ball  and  she  married  a  Mr.  Carter 
who  was  a  farmer.  They  had  three  daughters  and  two  sons.  The  fifth  child  was  Ray  Ball. 

He  was  a  telegraph  operator  for  several  years  and  served  many  years  in  the  United  States 
Army.  He  lives  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado.  He  has  three  daughters  and  one  son.  He 
now  operates  his  own  business  the  exact  nature  of  which  is  not  known  to  this  writer.  The 
sixth  child  of  William  Newton  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary  was  Catholine  Ball.  She  married  Berle 
Beaty  and  had  five  daughters  and  two  sons.  She  taught  school  before  her  marriage.  They 
are  now  living  on  their  farm  near  Plano,  Iowa. 

On  our  trip  through  the  several  states  in  April,  1956,  we  visited  in  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Beaty  and  enjoyed  going  over  with  them  the  history  of  the  many  Ball  families.  While 
there,  and  in  the  surrounding  vicinity,  we  visited  several  old  cemeteries  and  saw  many  graves 
of  the  Ball  relation.  Mrs.  Jessie  Ball,  the  widow  of  William  Franklin  Ball,  accompanied  us  on 
these  rounds  and  was  most  helpful  to  us  in  our  undertaking.  She  lives  in  Plano,  Iowa. 

Everyone  was  most  kind  to  us  and  very  interested  in  the  results  of  our  investigations  of  the 
lives  of  the  many  Ball  families. 

Samuel  King  Ball's  third  marriage  was  to  Sarah  Needham  Buckles.  She  is  the  mother  of 
Morris  Buckles  of  Atchison,  Kansas.  She  was  born  in  Jennings  County,  Indiana,  in  1834,  and 
married  John  Buckles  in  that  state.  After  his  death  (see  biography  below)  she  married  Samuel 
King  Ball  as  his  third  wife.  They  had  Joseph  Dudley  Ball,  born  October  20,  1865,  in  John's 
township  of  Appanoose  County,  Iowa.  Joseph  Dudley  Ball  married  Miss  Tillie  Skillen  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  Their  son,  Carl  S.  Ball,  was  born  May  1,  1897,  and  as  of  1956,  is  living  in 
Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  also  assistant  superintendent 
of  the  printing  for  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  is  living  in  Des  Moines.  The  biography  of  Joseph  Dudley 
Ball  which  follows  was  written  in  1903,  and  since  that  time  a  daughter,  Ethel  M.  Ball,  was  born 
to  them . 


From  Biographical  and  Genealogical  History  of 
Appanoose  and  Monroe  Counties  of  Iowa.  Printed  in  1903. 

JOSEPH  DUDLEY  BALL 

When  one  reflects  that  the  remarkable  strides  of  modern  civilization  began  with  the  birth 
of  the  printing  press  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  that  in  the  present  century  the 
press  is  the  greatest  disseminator  of  knowledge  and,  above  all  other  influences,  wields  the 
greatest  power  in  politics,  business,  public  opinion,  and  in  fact,  in  all  departments  of  life, 
then  it  is  that  we  may  rightly  appreciate  the  modern  newspaper  and  the  place  it  occupies  in 
every  city  and  village  and  country  place  in  the  wide  domain  of  the  United  States .  And  not  only 
as  the  head  of  one  of  these  important  enterprises,  but  as  a  man  of  character  and  worth  in 
himself,  it  is  fitting  that  mention  be  made  in  this  volume  of  Joseph  Dudley  Ball,  the  editor  of 
The  Mystic  Letter  and  the  Postmaster  of  the  town  of  Mystic,  Iowa. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Samuel  K.  Ball  and  Sarah  G.  (Needham)  Ball,  the  former  born 
near  Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  1830,  and  the  latter  born  in  Jennings  County,  Indiana,  in  1834. 
The  latter  married  John  Buckles  in  Indiana  and  with  her  husband  started,  with  a  mule  team,  to 
drive  to  Iowa.  While  traveling  through  eastern  Iowa  her  husband  died,  but  with  that 
indomitable  will  so  characteristic  of  the  early  settlers,  she  drove  to  this  country  with  the 
corpse  of  her  husband  in  the  wagon  and  with  her  small  child  in  her  arms.  She  made  her  home 
with  a  brother  in  John's  Township  until  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Ball. 
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Samuel  K.  Ball  left  his  native  state  of  Kentucky  when  young  and  went  to  Bartholomew 
County,  Indiana,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  went  to  Mississippi.  Here,  under  the  eye  of  his 
uncle,  who  owned  a  newspaper,  he  learned  the  printer's  trade.  He  later  returned  to  Indiana 
and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  came  to  Centerville,  Iowa,  in  1856,  and  worked  in  a 
printing  establishment  two  years.  He  then  returned  to  John's  Township,  following  farming, 
blacksmithing  and  carpentering  until  1879,  when  he  bought  a  half  interest  in  a  printing 
establishment  in  Centerville  and  edited  a  paper,  in  the  interests  of  the  Greenback  Party, 
known  as  The  Centerville  Blade . 

In  April,  1881,  he  located  at  Seymour,  Iowa,  and  established  The  Seymour  Enterprise 
and  was  its  editor  until  his  death  in  August,  1881 . 

Joseph  D.  Ball  was  born  in  John's  Township,  Appanoose  County  Iowa,  October  20,  1865, 
and  spent  the  earlier  years  of  his  life  on  the  farm.  In  1879  he  first  became  acquainted  with 
the  printer’s  trade.  After  the  death  of  his  father,  he  returned  with  his  mother  to  John's 
Township,  farming  and  working  in  the  mines  until  1892,  when  he  moved  to  Mystic  and  for 
six  months  was  employed  as  foreman  of  the  Mystic  Letter.  In  September,  1892,  he 
purchased  the  Mystic  Letter  of  Dr.  W.  C.  Griffith  and  in  February,  1893,  disposed  of  it 
to  W.  S.  Scott.  In  July,  1893,  he  again  bought  the  plant  and  has  been  conducting  it  very 
successfully  ever  since.  He  has  always  endeavored  to  make  the  paper  an  organ  for  the 
advancement  of  the  public  interest  and  he  has  shown  much  tact  in  the  handling  of  various 
matters  with  which  the  editor  has  to  deal. 

Mr.  Ball  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  on  September  16,  1901,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Mystic,  which  position  he  now  fills;  since  he  has  been  its  incumbent  the 
office  has  changed  from  one  of  the  fourth  class  to  a  third  class  office  and  its  business  is 
conducted  in  a  pleasing  manner  to  all  patrons.  In  connection  with  A.  J.  Richardson,  he  is 
manager  of  the  Mystic  Opera  House . 

Fraternally  he  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  In  1893,  Mr.  Ball  was  married  to  Miss  Tillie 
Skillen,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  father  died  there;  her  mother  lives  on  a  farm 
northwest  of  Mystic.  One  child  was  born  of  this  marriage  May  1st,  1897,  whose  name  is 
Carl  S.  Ball.  (Note),  a  daughter  was  born  after  the  above  biography  was  written. 

The  second  child  of  Samuel  King  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Needham- Buckles)  Ball,  was  a 
daughter,  Linna  Ball.  It  is  reported  she  had  a  twin  sister,  Roetta,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Linna  married  a  Mr.  Conda  and  had  two  daughters,  Mrs.  Carrie  Schmidt  of  Eagle,  Nebraska, 
and  Mrs .  Grace  Duhskopf  of  Lincoln,  Nebraska . 

Nathan  Ball  was  the  third  child  of  William  Ball  and  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball.  He  was  born  in 
Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  near  Balltown  July  17,  1831.  He  died  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana, 

August  17,  1913,  and  is  buried  in  section  43  in  lot  5181  of  the  Crown  Hill  cemetery  there. 

He  lived  at  811  North  New  Jersey  street  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Nathan  Ball  first  married  Minerva  Jane  Harrison,  a  daughter  of  Vincent  Harrison,  in 
Columbus,  Indiana,  April  14,  1853.  The  license  is  recorded  in  book  (5)  of  marriages  at 
page  244.  In  this  recorded  license,  the  name  is  Nathan  K.  Ball.  This  is  the  only  place  his 
name  has  been  found  which  included  the  middle  initial  (K).  Minerva  Jane  Harrison  was  born 
in  Columbus,  Indiana,  in  1835.  Other  Harrison  children  were  John  and  Walter.  She  died 
February  23,  1863,  and  is  buried  in  the  Hardy  family  plot  at  Melrose  in  Monroe  County,  Iowa. 

Their  first  child  was  Nancy  Ann  Ball,  born  July  3,  1854.  She  died  December  8,  1949,  in 
Santa  Cruz,  California.  She  married  John  B.  Gephart  December  24,  1872,  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa, 
and  they  lived  there  all  their  lives.  Their  first  child  was  Rose  Gephart,  born  November  29,  1873, 
in  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  She  taught  piano  there  from  1893  to  1941,  then  moved  to  Santa  Cruz, 
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California,  with  her  mother  and  sister  Daisy.  Daisy,  the  second  Gephart  child,  was  born 
November  21,  1876  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and  died  September  21,  1949  in  Santa  Cruz,  California. 
She  was  buried  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  She  had  married  Julian  H.  L.  Swenson,  April,  1901,  in 
Ottumwa,  Iowa.  They  had  one  daughter,  Frances.  She  married  William  G.  McDonough,  an 
attorney  in  McMinnville,  Tennessee.  Frances  graduated  from  Ames  Iowa  College  and  secured 
her  master's  degree  from  the  Peabody  College  at  Nashville,  Tennessee.  She  taught  at  the 
Ward-Belmont  school  for  girls  at  Nashville  for  several  years.  They  have  a  son,  Bill,  in  college 
and  a  son,  James,  12  years  old. 

The  third  Gephart  child  was  Forest  Brynes  Gephart,  born  September  20,  1880,  in  Ottumwa, 

Iowa.  He  died  in  Santa  Cruz,  California,  June _ ?_,  1953.  He  had  married  Bertha  Frazier  in 

1904  and  they  had  one  son,  Max  Forest  Gephart.  He  is  married  and  lives  in  Spokane, 
Washington.  He  has  three  daughters . 

The  fourth  Gephart  child  was  Hazel  V.  Gephart,  born  May  28,  1888,  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

She  graduated  from  the  Ottumwa  high  school.  She  studied  piano  and  violin  in  the  Chicago 
Musical  College  and  taught  music  until  she  married,  October  20,  1914,  Francis  Roy  Moore. 

Mr.  Moore  was  the  author  of  "Wapello  Chief,"  a  tale  of  Iowa  and  "In  the  Land  of  Sky  Blue 
Waters,  "  a  book  of  poems  .  They  had  one  daughter  and  two  sons,  all  dying  in  infancy.  Mr. 
Moore  died  in  March,  1941  at  Santa  Cruz,  California,  and  is  buried  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  All 
the  Gepharts  were  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

The  second  child  of  Nathan  Ball  and  his  wife  Minerva  was  also  a  daughter,  Sarah  Jane 
Ball.  She  married  William  King.  They  lived  in  Iowa  and  also  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  They 
were  divorced  later.  Their  first  child  was  Catherine  who  married  but  had  no  children.  She 
died  about  1953.  Other  children  were  Fred  L.  King  who  lives  in  Large,  Pennsylvania;  and 
Minnie  King  who  married  William  Ott  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  but  had  no  children.  She 
died  in  1955 .  All  members  of  this  family  are  buried  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  except 
William  King. 

The  third  child  of  Nathan  Ball  and  his  wife  Minerva  was  also  a  daughter,  Hannah  Ellen  Ball. 
(They  called  her  Aunt  Nellie).  She  married  Eligah  Kessler  and  they  had  two  children.  Jessie, 
the  daughter,  was  killed  by  a  street  car.  She  lived  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  and  is  buried  there. 
Henry  King  Kessler  lives  somewhere  in  the  eastern  United  States. 

The  fourth  child  of  Nathan  Ball  and  his  wife  Minerva  was  a  son,  William  Thomas  Ball.  He 
married  Julia  Mahoney,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  a  girl  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  reared  a 
large  family.  Their  children  were  William  Thomas  Ball,  who  married  Margaret  Powers. 

Their  daughter  Edith  married  Eugene  Thompson  and  had  William,  Joseph  and  Michael. 

Paul  Ball,  a  son  of  William  Thomas  Ball  and  his  wife  Julia  (Mahoney)  Ball,  married  Mary 
Smith.  Their  only  child  was  Fred  Ball  who  married  Rosalie  Snow  and  they  had  four  children. 
Fred  Ball  later  married  Ida  Jump  and  had  Maureen,  who  married  Kenneth  Bes  and  had  five 
children;  and  Billie  Ball,  who  married  June  ?  and  had  four  children. 

Laurence  B.  Ball,  another  son  of  William  Thomas  Ball  and  Julia  (Mahoney)  Ball,  married 
Mary  Green.  It  was  reported  this  Laurence  Ball  is  a  bookkeeper  in  Indianapolis.  William 
and  Julia  also  had  a  son  Harry  who  died  when  only  17  years  of  age;  and  a  son,  Forest,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  21.  Others  were  Fred,  Margurete  and  Morton,  all  deceased. 

Genevieve  Ball,  a  daughter  of  William  Thomas  Ball  and  Julia  his  wife,  married  Harry 
Denham  Myers  and  they  had  Mildred,  who  married  Harold  Whitinger.  The  Whitingers  had  a 
son  Donald,  who  married  Janet  Powell  and  they  had  a  son  Stephen.  The  Myers  also  had  a 
daughter  Joanne.  She  married  Thomas  Dolan  and  they  had  three  children:  Moris,  Maeva  and 
Robert.  Other  Myers  children  were  Margarite,  Maurice,  Clifford  and  Robert. 
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On  our  trip  through  the  several  states  in  April,  1956,  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  facts 
for  this  family  biography  and  history,  we  found  our  contacts  and  efforts  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  the  least  rewarding. 


"A  people  that  take  no  pride  in  the  noble  achievements  of  remote  ancestors,  will  not 
achieve  anything  worthy  to  be  remembered  by  remote  generations".  Macaulay 


Nathan  Ball's  youngest  child  by  his  first  wife,  Minerva  (Harrison)  Ball  was  a  son, 

Garter  Harrison  Ball,  who  died  in  infancy . 

Nathan  Ball's  second  marriage  was  to  Rachel  Eveline  Cooksey.  They  were  married  in 
the  home  of  John  T.  Prince,  June  27,  1863.  The  license  is  recorded  in  book  (B)  of  marriages, 
page  47  of  the  records  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa.  It  was  not  determined  if  they  had  any  children. 

Nathan  Ball's  third  marriage  was  to  Mary  ?  ,  her  last  name  and  the  time  and  place 

of  this  marriage  is  not  known.  She  is  buried  in  the  adjoining  lot  near  him  in  the  Crown  Hill 
cemetery  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  They  had  Ruanna  Ball  who  married  Norris  Maher  and 
they  had  a  son  Norris.  Ruanna  is  now  deceased.  The  son,  Norris  Maher,  is  living  in 
Indianapolis.  Nathan  and  Mary's  other  daughter  was  Lena  Ball  and  she  married  a  Mr.  Stetsel. 

Our  primary  purpose  in  going  to  Indianapolis  on  our  trip  in  April,  1956,  was  to  locate 
graves  of  various  members  of  the  Ball  relation  including  the  burial  place  of  Nathan  Ball. 

There  are  no  stones  or  markers  at  these  graves.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  locate  them 
without  help  from  the  assistants.  To  aid  anyone  interested  in  finding  them  in  the  future,  we 
noted  the  following.  At  the  foot  of  Nathan's  grave  is  a  stone  marker  identifying  the  grave  of 
one  Joeseph  Zucker  dated  1887-1905 .  At  the  foot  of  his  wife  Mary's  grave  is  a  stone  marker 
identifying  the  grave  of  Charles  Weiland  dated  1868-1905.  The  heads  of  the  Ball  graves  are 
to  the  south.  They  are  in  section  43  with  Nathan  in  lot  5181  and  Mary,  his  wife,  in  lot  5180. 

It  is  reported  that  Nathan  was  a  carpenter  and  an  expert  cabinet  maker  the  greater  portion 
of  his  adult  life.  He  was  later  engaged  in  business  in  Indianapolis,  was  a  public  spirited 
citizen  who  had  many  friends  and  was  well  known  in  central  Indiana. 

In  searching  the  records  in  the  various  counties  we  visited  in  Indiana  on  our  long  trip  in 
April  of  1956,  we  found  many  things  of  interest  to  those  of  the  Ball  clan,  instruments  of  record 
that  pertained  to  the  lives  of  those  long  dead  and  forgotten. 

In  the  courthouse  in  Brownstown,  the  county  seat  of  Jackson  County,  Indiana,  we  found  in 
the  records;  A  deed  in  book  (F)  at  page  297  from  Calvin  Beadle  and  his  wife,  Malinda  to  William 
Ball  dated  February  15,  1839,  covering  the  NE  1/4  of  the  NE  1/4  of  section  22,  township  5 
North,  range  6  East,  40  acres .  James  King  and  Jacob  King  were  the  witnesses  to  this  instrument. 

In  book  (F)  at  page  299,  a  deed  dated  December  31,  1838,  Robert  W.  Moore  and  his  wife 
Edy  to  William  Ball  covering  the  SE  1/4  of  the  SE  1/4  of  section  15,  township  5  North,  range 
6  East,  40  acres  . 

In  deed  book  (G)  at  page  237  Jackson  County  records,  a  deed  from  James  Ball  and  his  wife 
Rachel  Ball  of  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  to  Moses  Coy,  covering  a  part  of  the  SE  1/4  of  section 
22,  township  5  North,  range  6  East,  80  acres,  also  20  acres  in  section  23  described  by  metes 
and  bounds  and  dated  November  11,  1839. 

In  book  (G)  at  page  238  James  Ball  and  Rachel  Ball  of  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  deeded  to 
James  King  a  part  of  the  SW  1/4  of  section  23,  township  5  North,  range  6  East,  60  acres,  also 
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26  acres  in  the  same  1/4  section  described  by  metes  and  bounds  also  27  acres  in  the  SE  1/4 
of  section  22,  township  5  North,  range  6  East. 

In  book  (G)  at  page  239,  James  Ball  and  Rachel  Ball  of  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  deeded 
to  Nancy  King  a  part  of  the  SE  1/4  of  section  22,  township  5  North,  range  6  East,  50  acres. 

In  deed  book  (H)  at  page  122  William  Ball  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  Ball  deeded  to  James  King 
the  NW  1/4  of  the  NE  1/4  of  section  22,  township  5  North,  Range  6  East,  40  acres,  dated 
February  27,  1841. 

In  deed  book  (H)  at  page  255,  William  Ball  deeded  to  Daniel  Ball  a  part  of  the  SE  1/4  of 
the  SE  1/4  of  section  15,  township  5  North,  range  6  East,  40  acres  and  the  SW  1/4  of  the  SE 
1/4  of  section  15,  township  5  North,  range  6  East,  40  acres,  dated  February  27,  1841. 

In  deed  book  (I)  at  page  148,  Daniel  Ball  and  Jane  Ball  his  wife,  on  April  15,  1841  deeded 
to  Hugh  H.  Rodman  the  SE  1/4  of  the  NW  1/4  of  section  22,  township  5  North,  range  6  East, 

40  acres  and  20  acres  of  the  NW  end  of  NE  1/4  of  SW  1/4  of  section  22,  township  5  North, 
range  6  East. 

At  Columbus  in  Bartholomew  County,  Indiana,  we  found  in  the  records  there:  In  the 
marriage  license  records  book  (3)  at  page  405  William  Ball  and  Mrs.  Mary  Andrews,  dated 
December  2,  1843;  Samuel  Ball  and  Mary  Matilda  Pyle,  dated  January  4,  1853  and  married 
by  Archibald  F.  Thompson,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  book  (5)  at  page  244  Nathan  K.  Ball  to 
Minerva  Jane  Harrison,  dated  April  14,  1853  and  married  by  James  S.  Wakefield,  J.  P.  In 
deed  book  (I)  at  page  402,  dated  May  4,  1843,  $500.00  David  Bevins  and  his  wife  Nancy  to 
William  Ball  the  No.  1/2  of  the  SE  1/4  of  section  4,  township  7  North,  range  6  East  80.84 
acres  .  And  on  March  20,  1845  William  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary,  (this  was  after  his  wife 
Elizabeth  had  died)  deeded  the  above  land  to  James  G.  Thompson  for  $1000.00.  In  book  (O) 
at  page  212,  dated  February  16,  1849  William  Ball.secured  a  deed  from  several  heirs  of  an 
estate  to  93.60  acres  of  a  fractional  section  20,  township  8  North,  range  6  East  and  the  NW 
1/4  of  the  SW  1/4  of  section  19,  township  8  North,  range  6  East  38.16  acres  and  the  SW  1/4 
of  the  SE  1/4  of  section  19,  township  8  North,  range  6  East,  38.16  acres. 

In  deed  book  (K)  at  page  440  William  Ball  and  Mary  Ball  his  wife,  dated  February  25, 

1847,  deeded  to  Reason  F.  Prater  for  $700.00  a  7/8th  interest  in  the  East  1/2  of  the  SW 
1/4  of  section  5,  township  7  North,  range  6  East  and  8/12ths  interest  in  two  acres  in  the 
NE  corner  of  the  NW  1/4  of  section  8,  township  7  North,  range  6  East. 

In  deed  book  (P)  at  page  253  is  found  a  deed  by  William  Ball  as  guardian  for  William  C. 
Campbell,  dated  November  13,  1849  in  which  he  conveyed  certain  lands. 

After  checking  the  above  records,  we  searched  several  cemeteries  in  these  two  counties 
attempting  to  locate  the  graves  of  William  Ball's  first  wife,  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball,  for  she  is 
the  great  grandmother  of  this  writer,  Roy  H.  Ball.  In  one  of  Nathan  Ball's  letters  (reproduced 
elsewhere  herein)  he  mentions  Walesboro  which  led  us  to  believe  we  might  locate  the  grave  of 
Elizabeth  some  place  near  this  little  town. 

The  town  of  Walesboro  is  an  unincorporated  town  and  was  originally  platted  by  John  P. 
Wales  out  of  the  SE  1/4  of  section  12,  township  8  North,  range  5  East  and  later  he  added  more 
out  of  the  same  section.  There  were  two  filing  dates,  one  November  24,  1851  and  the  other 
June  28,  1851. 


The  fourth  child  of  William  Ball  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball  was  a  son,  James 
Simpson  Ball,  the  grandfather  of  this  writer,  Roy  H.  Ball.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  January 
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1,  1833.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Sidwell.  The  Bible  record  states  February  26,  1852;  however 
the  recorded  license  reflects  the  date  as  being  1853  which  is  probably  correct.  She  was  born 
in  Illinois,  September  2,  1835.  He  died  February  4,  1912  and  she  died  March  6,  1913.  Both 
died  at  Foss,  in  Washita  County,  Oklahoma,  and  are  buried  there.  There  is  now  a  nice  stone 
at  the  graves  of  these  two  ancestors .  The  children  of  this  couple  and  their  families  will  be 
given  later  in  a  chapter  for  that  purpose. 

The  1850  census  records  of  the  United  States  in  Volume  29  at  page  448  in  the  Historical 
Library  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  reveals: 

Taken  October  4,  1850 

David  Sidwell  Farmer  Age  49  (1801)  born  in  Kentucky. 

Married  Mary  ?  "  47  (1803) 

Children:  William,  George,  John,  Margaret,  David  and  Mary.  This  Mary  was  the  writer' s 
grandmother,  age  16  at  the  time. 


The  fifth  child  of  William  Ball  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball  was  a  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Ball,  born  in  Indiana,  in  1835.  Book  (A)  of  marriages  at  page  385  of  the  records  in  Bloomfield, 
Iowa,  reflects  the  marriage  license  of  Elizabeth  Ball,  age  16,  and  James  Pickier,  age  23, 
issued  May  4,  1852  and  married  May  6th  of  the  same  year  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  father, 
William  Ball. 

The  following  biography  was  found  in  the  Historical  Library  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  from  a 
book  on  "The  History  of  Appanoose  County",  Published  ? 


J.  R.  Pickier,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  Ottumwa  since  the  fall  of  1861,  is  prosperously 
established  in  the  grocery  trade  and  enjoys  an  extensive  patronage.  He  does  business  in  a 
straightforward  and  systematic  manner,  is  highly  respected  by  his  associates  in  the  business 
community,  and  has  built  up  for  himself  an  enviable  record  as  an  honest  man  and  good  citizen. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  born  and  reared  in  the  wilds  of  Indiana,  in  Washington 
County  near  Salem.  The  date  of  his  birth  was  May  9,  1830.  His  parents  were  John  and  Lydia 
Grace  Pickier,  both  natives  of  North  Carolina.  They  first  removed  from  their  native  state 
south-westward  to  Kentucky,  whence  later  they  proceeded  north  to  Indiana,  being  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  the  Hoosier  state.  They  settled  upon  a  heavily  timbered  tract  peopled 
principally  by  wild  animals  and  wild  Indians .  They  opened  up  a  farm  in  the  wilderness  and 
in  due  time  established  a  comfortable  home. 

The  parental  family  of  our  subject  included  seven  children  as  follows:  Lydia  became  the 
wife  of  John  Overman  of  Center  township;  Patsy  married  Thomas  H.  Mitchell  of  Indiana;  John 
is  a  resident  of  southern  Illinois;  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  fourth  child.  John  Pickier 
departed  this  life  in  Indiana  in  about  1840.  The  mother  afterward  became  a  resident  of  Iowa 
and  died  in  Wapello  County  in  1880. 

The  subject  of  this  history  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  remembers  with 
surprising  distinctness  many  of  the  scenes  of  his  early  childhood.  He  recollects  going  with 
his  father  to  mark  out  a  path  through  the  forest  by  blazing  the  trees  for  a  mile  and  a  half  to 
the  school  house.  The  first  building  in  which  he  pursued  his  studies  was  a  log  cabin  16  X  20 
feet  in  area,  with  puncheon  floor  and  slabs  for  seats  and  desks.  The  pupils  were  ruled  with 
an  iron  hand  and  the  system  of  study  pursued  in  those  primitive  days  was  widely  different 
from  that  followed  at  present. 

When  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  21  years  Mr.  Pickier  left  his  native  state  to  seek  his 
fortune  beyond  the  Mississippi.  He  first  came  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  farming 
pursuits.  Three  years  later  in  1853,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Ball,  a 
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native  of  his  own  state  and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Ball,  natives  of  Kentucky. 
Note:  The  marriage  license  was  issued  in  1852,  as  revealed  by  the  records. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  Mr.  Pickier  with  his  wife  abandoned  farming  pursuits  and  removed  to 
Ottumwa  where  Mr.  Pickier  established  himself  in  the  grocery  trade  which  he  has  pursued 
continuously  until  the  present  time.  He  has  been  prosperous  in  his  undertakings.  With  his 
family  he  occupies  a  handsome  residence  on  east  Main  street  where  they  enjoy  all  the  comforts 
and  luxuries  of  life.  Of  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Rosella,  the  wife  of  J.  B.  Joslyn  of  Ottumwa;  John  W.;  Thomas  H.;  Frank, 
and  Etta,  all  residents  of  this  city  and  living  with  their  parents.  This  son  Tom  was,  in  later 
years,  the  Hon.  Mayor  of  Ottumwa. 


On  our  trip  in  April,  1956,  we  visited  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  and  saw  the  graves  of  Elizabeth 
(Ball)  Pickier  and  her  husband  James  R.  Pickier.  She  is  buried  near  her  husband  in  lot  39  of 
block  2  in  the  Ottumwa  cemetery. 

A  newspaper  account,  dated  August  11,  1909,  mentioning  the  death  of  Elizabeth  (Ball) 
Pickier,  follows: 

She  was  alone  in  the  home  at  the  time.  Some  board  coverings  over  an  old  cistern  gave 
way  and  she  fell  into  the  water  and  was  drowned.  The  same  thing  had  occurred  four  years 
before  but  she  was  rescued,  but  this  time  no  one  knew  of  the  accident  until  too  late. 


A  newspaper  clipping  dated  March  9,  1916  reveals  the  following  regarding  the  death  of 
James  R.  Pickier,  Elizabeth  Ball's  husband. 

It  states  a  well-known  resident,  James  R.  Pickier,  died  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 
at  10  A.M.  at  the  age  of  86.  He  had  spent  the  winters  there  for  the  last  several  years. 


Another  clipping  reveals  the  following.  Dated  March  6,  1939. 

Thomas  H.  (Tom)  Pickier,  79-veteran  Democratic  Leader  and  former  mayor  (1902-1905) 
of  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  was  struck  by  a  car  and  killed  at  Union  and  Main  streets.  In  July,  1913 
he  was  appointed  Deputy  Collector  of  Internal  Revenue  and  under  President  Cleveland  was  Deputy 
postmaster.  For  twenty  years  he  was  in  the  grocery  business  and  for  seven  years  operated  a 
bottling  plant.  He  was  born  April  18,  1859  in  Warren  County,  Illinois.  He  was  a  son  of  James 
R.  and  Elizabeth  (Ball)  Pickier  who  went  to  Monroe  County,  Iowa,  in  1861  and  came  to  Wapello 
County  in  1862.  In  1881  he  married  Etta  Pickel.  She  died  June  13,  1926.  He  then  married  Clara 
Williams  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  April  30,  ?  ,  in  Galesburg,  Illinois.  He  belonged  to  The 

Elks,  Modern  Woodman,  Knights  of  Maccabees  and  The  American  Commercial  Travelers. 


The  sixth  and  last  child  of  William  Ball  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball  was  a  daughter, 
Permelia  Ball,  born  in  Indiana  in  1838.  She  married  in  Iowa  and  it  is  reported  she  died  within 
one  year.  No  further  information. 


INDIANA 

When  the  French  explorers  first  came  into  Indiana  about  1679,  the  entire  country  was  more 
or  less  a  wilderness  inhabited  by  Indians.  Gradually  as  more  settlers  came  into  the  Atlantic 
region,  the  Indians  roaming  that  section  were  driven  farther  west.  Numerous  tribes  remained 
in  the  Indiana  section  for  many  years,  as  the  name  would  indicate.  During  most  of  the  1700's, 
the  only  white  men  there  were  fur  traders . 
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The  first  counties  to  be  settled  were  Knox,  Harrison,  Switzerland  and  Clark,  in  the 
extreme  south  end.  Settlers  in  those  counties  came  up  from  Virginia,  Kentucky  and  the 
Carolinas,  although  a  group  of  Swiss  emigrants  established  themselves  in  the  southeast  part 
of  the  state.  The  Wabash  and  Ohio  river  sections  drew  many  of  the  first  settlers.  Many 
German  and  Irish  came  there  about  1830.  About  twenty  years  later  New  Englanders 
established  themselves  in  the  northern  counties.  The  central  part  of  the  state  was  the  last 
to  be  settled.  Less  than  seventy  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  state,  the  population  had 
reached  more  than  a  million  and  a  half.  Abhoring  slavery,  Quakers  left  Tennessee  and  the 
Carolinas  and  established  themselves  in  Wayne  and  Randolph  counties  along  the  Ohio  border, 
midway  north  and  south  in  Indiana. 

With  the  development  of  the  industrial  area  of  the  Calumet  section,  adjacent  to  the  south 
Chicago  area  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  state  many  central  European  people  flocked  there 
to  man  the  rapidly  increasing  factories.  The  state  was  admitted  to  the  union  in  1816. 

It  was  into  this  new  country  of  Indiana  that  William  Ball  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (King) 

Ball,  moved  from  Kentucky  sometime  between  1831  and  1833.  These  years  are  reckoned 
from  the  births  of  his  children.  The  first  three  were  born  in  Kentucky:  Rachel  Ann  in  1826, 
Samuel  King  Ball  in  1829,  and  Nathan  K.  Ball  in  1831 .  The  other  three  were  born  in  Indiana, 
James  Simpson  Ball  being  the  first  in  1833,  followed  by  Elizabeth  in  1835  and  Permelia  in 
1838. 

William  Ball  owned  considerable  land  in  Indiana,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  recorded 
instruments  formerly  mentioned.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  also  a  miller.  It  was  reported 
that  he  was  known  as  Capt.  William  Ball  and  that  during  the  Civil  War  he  mustered,  trained 
and  commanded  the  home  militia.  However,  this  writer  has  searched  the  war  records  of 
Indiana  and  Iowa  and  if  this  report  is  true  there  are  no  records  to  be  found  at  this  late  date. 

In  1844,  or  when  his  oldest  daughter  Rachel  Ann  was  18  years  of  age,  William  Ball,  with 
his  three  sisters,  Margaret,  Nancy  and  Pop  (the  latter  being  a  pet  name  for  Permelia)  and 
Rachel  Ann  all  returned  to  their  old  home  in  Kentucky  for  a  visit.  This  was  shortly  after  the 
death  of  Elizabeth  (King)  Ball,  the  first  wife  of  William  Ball.  She  died  in  1843  and  this  trip 
back  to  Kentucky  was  in  1844.  They  were  living  in  Bartholomew  County,  Indiana,  at  the  time 
of  this  trip  and  in  that  day  this  journey  was  considered  a  long  one.  However,  if  one  will 
examine  the  map  of  these  two  states  it  will  be  found  that  the  distance  is  approximately  125 
miles.  It  took  them  probably  many  days  to  return  to  their  old  home,  a  trip  that  today  could 
be  made  in  a  few  hours  and,  if  need  be,  the  return  trip  could  be  made  the  same  day. 

December  2,  1843,  William  Ball  married  his  second  wife,  Mary  Andrews.  In  1850  when 
Rachel  Ann,  his  oldest  daughter  was  24  years  old  they  pulled  up  stakes  and  headed  for  the 
new  country  in  Iowa,  settling  in  Davis  County.  They  had  three  teams  of  horses  and  it  took 
them  four  weeks  to  make  the  journey  from  Indiana  to  their  destination  in  Davis  County,  Iowa. 
One  of  these  teams  belonged  to  a  step-brother  of  Rachel  Ann's,  Isaac  Andrews.  He  was  a 
son  of  Mary  (Andrews)  Ball,  the  second  wife  of  William  Ball.  She  had  three  sons  by  her 
former  marriage,  Isaac,  Milton  and  Richard.  Milton  died  in  Indiana  before  the  move  to 
Iowa . 


IOWA 

Outside  of  a  few  explorers  and  priests  passing  by  on  the  Mississippi  and  some  fur 
traders  along  the  rivers,  no  white  man  came  to  Iowa  until  about  1788.  Before  it  became  a 
territory  in  its  own  name  in  1838,  it  had  been  a  part  of  the  Missouri  territory,  1812-1821; 
the  unorganized  territory  1821-1834;  the  Michigan  territory,  1834-1836  and  the  Wisconsin 
territory  in  1836-1838. 

Five  years  prior  to  becoming  a  territory,  Iowa  had  an  influx  of  white  settlers  after  a 
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treaty  with  some  of  the  numerous  Indian  tribes  inhabiting  the  country  made  it  possible  for 
settlements  to  be  established.  The  first  settlers  came  from  the  eastern  and  southern  states. 
Most  of  them  were  originally  from  the  British  Isles.  The  rapidity  of  growth  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  the  Iowa  territory  counted  its  inhabitants  in  1840  in  the  four  thousands. 

Among  the  thousands  of  immigrants  who  flocked  to  Iowa  immediately  prior  to  and  after  it 
had  gained  statehood  were  Scandinavians  to  the  central  and  the  western  sections  of  the  state, 
Hollanders  to  the  south-central  section,  Germans  along  the  Mississippi,  Scotch  and  Welch  to 
the  mining  towns  of  the  southern  counties  and  many  Czechs  to  the  east  central  section.  Iowa 
became  a  state  in  1846  and  was  the  29th  state  of  the  Union. 

This  was  another  frontier  for  William  Ball  and  his  family  to  conquer.  He  and  his  second 
wife  Mary  (Blades-Andrews)  Ball  had  two  daughters:  Mary  Ellen,  born  in  Bartholomew  County, 
Indiana,  September  6,  1845;  and  Elsie  Jane  Ball,  born  in  1850  and  died  in  1853  in  Davis  County, 
Iowa . 

Mary  Ellen  Ball  married  Abner  Stark,  March  17,  1864.  He  was  born  in  Bartholomew 
County,  Indiana,  May  4,  1842  and  died  in  Centerville,  Iowa,  in  Appanoose  County.  Both  are 
buried  in  the  Philadelphia  cemetery  near  Centerville.  Their  first  child  was  Jermiah  Boone 
Stark,  born  December  12,  1864  in  Appanoose  County,  Iowa,  and  died  January  9,  1925  in 
Mystic,  Iowa.  He  married  Ida  Minor.  Their  second  child  was  a  daughter,  Sarah  Ellen  Stark, 
born  March  6,  1866.  She  married  Albert  Hugh  Baker,  December  25,  1887  and  died  April  16, 
1941  in  Centerville,  Iowa.  This  couple  are  the  parents  of  Ora  Baker  who  married  Frank 
Miles.  They  are  now  living  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  is  a  public  relations  man  in  Des  Moines 
and  is  well  known  in  all  civic  circles  in  that  state.  Some  few  years  ago  he  was  the  Democratic 
nominee  for  the  Governor  of  Iowa,  but  was  defeated  by  the  Republicans  in  the  final  election. 

Their  first  child  was  Frank  Miles,  Jr.  He  married  Joyce  Hacks  and  they  had  Frank  the 
third  and  Mark  A.  Miles;  William  Baker  Miles,  the  second  child  of  Ora  and  Frank  Miles  was 
born  January  19,  1923  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  He  married  Kathleen  Whitehead  in  1944  and  they 
had  William  Baker  Miles,  born  October  11,  1944  in  Helena,  Arkansas.  William  Baker  Miles, 
the  father,  was  killed  in  action  May  17,  1944,  some  few  months  before  the  birth  of  his  son. 

He  was  pilot  of  a  bomber  and  was  killed  in  Elba,  Italy,  during  the  Second  World  War  while 
bombing  the  railroad  yards  there.  He  is  buried  in  the  Masonic  cemetery  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

The  third  child  of  Mary  Ellen  Ball  and  her  husband,  Abner  Stark,  was  Charles  Noble 
Stark,  born  March  5,  1867  in  Appanoose  County  and  died  Setember  20,  1923. 

On  our  return  trip  in  April,  1956,  we  came  by  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  met  for  the  first 
time  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Miles.  They  were  a  very  friendly  couple  and  really  threw  out  the 
rug  of  welcome  to  us .  We  had  a  grand  visit  with  them  and  also  the  Carl  Balls  of  Des  Moines . 
This  Carl  Ball  is  the  son  of  Joseph  Dudley  Ball,  the  editor,  whose  biography  appears  herein. 
The  evening  before  we  were  to  start  for  home  the  next  morning,  these  friendly  people  met 
with  us  and  we  reviewed  the  past  history  of  our  Ball  ancestors,  and  after  a  lovely  evening  we 
bid  four  very  gracious  distant  relatives  goodby. 

The  fourth  child  of  Mary  Ellen  Ball  and  her  husband  Abner  Stark  was  Lucinda  Stark,  born 
November  14,  1870  and  died  August  8,  1880.  The  fifth  child  was  Rachel  Arminta  Stark,  born 
August  21,  1872.  She  married  George  Gordon.  The  sixth  was  Tilith  Persis  Stark,  born 
October  27,  1874,  who  married  Harry  Elmer  Gribben  of  Centerville,  Iowa.  The  seventh  was 
Edward  Elsworth  Stark,  born  December  31,  1876  and  died  September  22,  1889.  The  eighth 
was  William  Earl  Stark,  born  December  9,  1881  and  died  August  16,  1883.  The  ninth  child 
was  Besse  Elizabeth  Stark,  born  January  24,  1886  and  married  Elbridge  Roy  Myers,  now 
living  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 
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William  Ball's  second  wife,  Mary  (Blades-Andrews)  Ball,  died  December  20,  1851  in 
Davis  County,  Iowa. 

William  Ball's  family  by  his  third  wife  follows: 

WILLIAM  BALL  AND  HIS  THIRD  AND  LAST  WIFE,  PARALLEE  BALL 

William  Ball  married  Parallee  Carter  Conkling  September  24,  1852.  See  book  (A)  of 
marriages  at  page  393  of  the  records  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa.  He  was  47  years  of  age  and  she 
was  26.  She  had  one  son,  Henry,  by  a  former  marriage.  He  died  when  but  six  or  seven 
years  of  age.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were:  Emeline  Ball  who  was  born  in  Davis 
County,  Iowa,  July  31,  1853;  Nancy  Ann  Ball,  born  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  October  26,  1856, 
and  died  in  Guilford,  Kansas,  August  5,  1866;  John  Franklin  Ball,  born  in  Davis  County, 

Iowa,  September  2,  1857,  and  died  at  Guilford,  Kansas,  about  1880  with  the  measles;  Ira 
Thomas  Ball,  born  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  March  31,  1860,  and  died  at  Windsor,  Missouri, 
September  27,  1923;  Lucinda  Jane  Ball,  born  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  July  15,  1865. 

William  Ball,  with  his  wife  Parallee  and  children,  moved  from  Davis  County,  Iowa,  to 
the  farm  he  filed  on  at  Guilford  in  Wilson  County,  Kansas,  sometime  between  July  15,  1865 
and  August  5,  1866.  The  former  date  was  the  time  their  youngest  child  was  born  in  Davis 
County,  Iowa,  and  the  latter  date  was  the  time  their  child,  Nancy  Ann,  died  at  Guilford, 

Kansas . 

While  in  Iowa,  William  Ball  owned  several  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Bloomfield,  the  county 
seat  of  Davis  County,  as  shown  by  the  following  recorded  instruments: 

One  deed  dated  December  12,  1850,  conveyed  to  William  Ball  the  North  1/2  of  section  -1- 
and  the  NE  1/4  of  the  SW  1/4  of  section  -1-  and  the  SW  1/4  of  the  NE  1/4  of  section  -11- 
township  68  North,  range  14  West,  containing  400  acres.  He  sold  and  conveyed  this  land  on 
September  16,  1851.  This  farm  is  about  one  mile  south  of  Bloomfield.  The  gravel  highway 
that  runs  south  to  Savannah,  Iowa,  a  small  inland  town,  passes  through  this  old  William  Ball 
place . 

On  February  19,  1863,  eighty  acres  were  deeded  to  William  Ball,  the  instrument  being 
filed  of  record  November  19,  1864.  The  land  in  this  instrument  is  described  as  lots  1-2  in 
Section  18,  township  67  North,  range  14  West.  To  locate  this  80  acres  (a  fraction  less)  one 
travels  the  paved  highway  from  Lancaster,  Missouri,  north  to  Bloomfield,  Iowa.  When  the 
state  line  is  reached,  if  one  will  look  to  the  east  1/4  mile  or  past  the  first  80  acres  to  the 
second  80  acres  on  the  north  or  Iowa  side  of  the  state  line,  the  William  Ball  farm  can  be  seen. 
This  was  the  last  home  of  William  Ball  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  before  going  to  Kansas. 

We  were  informed  that  in  the  1850' s  there  was  trouble  regarding  the  division  line  between 
the  two  states.  There  were  three  different  surveys  made  and  they  varied  as  much  as  six 
miles.  The  controversy  was  between  Davis  County,  Iowa,  and  Schuyler  County,  Missouri. 

It  seemed  that  both  counties  were  attempting  to  collect  taxes  from  the  farmers  and  this 
developed  into  what  was  called  the  Honey  War.  (The  origin  of  this  name  is  not  known). 

There  developed  some  gun  play  and  the  home  guard  was  called  out  to  prevent  serious  trouble. 

When  William  Ball,  with  his  family,  settled  in  Wilson  County,  Kansas,  the  ages  of  his 
children  were:  Emeline  12,  Nancy  Ann  9,  John  Franklin  8,  Ira  5  and  Lucinda  Jane  but  a  few 
months  old. 

In  the  little  town  of  Guilford,  he  operated  a  mill  and  blacksmith  shop  as  well  as  farming 
his  claim  of  160  acres. 

It  seemed  to  be  the  nature  of  this  ancestor,  William  Ball,  the  great  grandfather  of  this 
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writer,  to  move  into  a  wild  and  virgin  country,  secure  what  land  he  could,  develop  and 
improve  it  and  when  it  became  profitable  or  to  his  advantage  to  sell,  he  would  do  so  and  move 
on  to  more  virgin  territory  with  new  frontiers  to  conquer. 


He  left  Kentucky  when  but  a  young  man  and,  with  other  pioneers,  commenced  the  settlement 
of  Indiana,  lived  there  approximately  twenty  years  and  when  Iowa  became  another  land  of 
opportunity,  he  sold  out  in  Indiana  and  settled  on  the  frontiers  in  Davis  County,  Iowa. 

He  had  located  in  Indiana  about  1831  or  1832  and  he  came  into  Iowa  about  1850.  In  this  new 
state,  with  other  hardy  settlers,  he  again  faced  the  usual  trials  and  battles  of  life  in  this  wild 
and  virgin  country.  After  a  period  of  fifteen  years  or  about  1865,  he  again  saw  an  opportunity 
in  the  new  state  of  Kansas .  So  he,  with  his  family,  left  the  great  state  of  Iowa  and  again 
headed  towards  the  setting  sun.  This  time  he  filed  on  a  claim  of  160  acres  at  Guilford,  in 
Wilson  County,  Kansas. 


KANSAS 

Gold  seeking  Spaniards  came  from  Mexico  into  the  present  Kansas  area  in  the  mid  1500's. 
Failing  to  appreciate  the  greater  value  of  the  rich  Kansas  soil,  they  merely  passed  through 
the  area,  leaving  it  nothing  to  remember  them  by. 

The  real  history  of  Kansas  began  three  hundred  years  later  when  western  cattle  barons 
recognized  the  importance  of  its  vast  prairie  lands  as  a  feeding  ground  for  their  immense 
herds  of  longhorn  cattle. 

Part  of  the  Louisiana  purchase  became  annexed  to  the  United  States  in  1803.  It  was 
included  in  the  Missouri  territory  until  1821.  For  33  years  it  was  known  as  an  unorganized 
territory,  inhabited  mainly  by  Indians.  For  many  years  there  was  constant  trouble  between 
them  and  the  settlers,  until  the  Indians  were  gradually  pushed  into  the  Oklahoma  area.  Fort 
Leavenworth  became  the  first  community  in  the  area  in  1827. 

To  thousands  en  route  to  the  valleys  of  Utah,  the  gold  fields  of  California  or  the  beckoning 
Oregon  country,  it  was  a  welcome  stopover  outfitting  place. 

Immediately  after  the  designation  of  Kansas  as  a  territory  in  1854,  with  the  privilege  of 
the  settlers  to  determine  its  status  as  a  free  or  slave  state,  there  ensued  a  lively  race  between 
the  two  opposing  factions  as  to  the  future  of  the  territory.  In  1859  so  many  settlers  from  the 
free  northern  states  had  moved  into  the  Kansas  territory  that  they  outvoted  their  southern 
opponents.  Kansas  became  a  state  in  1861,  the  thirty-first.  The  population  was  then  about 
110,000  consisting  mostly  of  southerners  and  New  Englanders,  with  a  sprinkling  from  Missouri, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Kentucky.  Many  Civil  War  veterans  took  up  homesteads  in  Kansas 
following  the  war.  Among  the  foreign- born  settlers  many  came  from  Germany,  Russia,  Sweden 
and  England  as  well  as  many  from  Mexico. 


This  writer,  having  information  that  William  Ball  and  family,  after  leaving  Iowa,  had 
moved  into  Kansas,  faced  the  difficult  task  of  locating  them  in  that  state.  After  a  fruitless, 
exhaustive  search,  the  following  note  was  found  in  an  old  family  Bible  of  William  Ball.  This 
Bible  was  located  in  the  home  of  the  widow  of  Ira  Thomas  Ball,  the  youngest  son  of  William 
and  Parallee  Ball.  Since  finding  this  Bible  record,  the  widow,  Mary  (Molly)  Ball,  passed 
away  in  Windsor,  Missouri,  March  27,  1956. 

This  note  consisted  of  only  one  small  page,  seemingly  from  an  old  note  book  in  which  its 
writer,  Emeline  Ball,  the  oldest  daughter  of  William  and  Parallee  Ball,  had  kept  her  diary 

from  day  to  day.  The  note,  that  solved  the  mystery  of  where  in  Kansas  this  family  settled, 
follows: 
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THE  NOTE  -  Spelling  same  as  original 

Guilford,  Kansas 

On  the  5th  day  of  June  I  got  a  ducken  in  the  river.  1873. 

Signed  Emeline  Ball. 

On  the  reverse  side  of  this  note  the  following  notation  was  found.  "Ira  Ball  and  Andrew  Akin 
swoopt  places  June  5th.  1873." 

From  the  date  of  the  note,  Emeline  was  20  years  of  age  and  Ira  was  13.  If  this  writer 
should  speculate  as  to  the  article  of  exchange  in  this  great  transaction  between  the  two  boys, 
I  would  suggest  it  may  have  been  they  traded  seats  in  school.  The  location  of  Guilford, 
Kansas,  was  obtained  from  this  note  and  later  was  confirmed  to  be  the  place  where  William 
Bali  and  his  family  did  settle  in  that  state . 


The  following  letter  may  be  of  interest. 

Davis  County,  Iowa . 

November  24,  1871. 

"Dear  Sister  Ball:  - 

In  accordance  to  the  request  of  the  church,  I  proceed  to  write  you  a  few  lines.  The 
church  in  its  wisdom  thinks  it  best  for  members,  having  moved  out  of  the  boundaries  of 
the  church  or  rather  so  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  meet  with  the  church,  to  call  for 
letters  and  hold  them  and  use  them  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  I  would  advise  you  to  call 
for  a  letter  and  keep  it  until  such  opportunity  offers.  Written  in  behalf  of  the  North  Union 
Regular  Baptist  Church. 

Yours  Truly, 

Joel  or  John  Fenton  to  Parallee  Ball." 


On  the  other  side  of  this  letter  is  found, 

"We  frequently  think  of  you  as  an  old  neighbor.  We  are  enabled  to  say  to  you  that  we  are 
in  tolerable  health  for  our  ages.  The  old  neighbors  are  generally  well,  but  some  have  been 
called  away.  I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  the  death  of  Robert  Hill  and  wife.  They  died  but  a 
short  time  apart.  Archebald  King's  wife  died  the  present  month.  There  have  been  many 
changes  in  this  country  since  you  went  away,  others  moving  and  new  ones  taking  their  places. 
Accept  our  respect  and  love. 

Joel  Fenton  and  Lucy  Fenton 
to  Parallee  Ball"  . 

The  above  note  and  letter  were  written  after  the  death  of  William  Ball,  who  died  September 
28,  1867  in  Wilson  County,  Kansas.  His  estate  was  the  third  one  to  be  filed  for  probate  in 
Wilson  County.  The  case  number  is  X-3  and  is  on  file  in  Fredonia,  the  county  seat. 

After  the  death  of  William  Ball,  the  widow  Parallee  Ball  continued  to  live  on  the  claim  and 
finally  proved  up  on  it  and  secured  the  patent  May  1,  1869,  two  years  after  her  husband  had 
died.  The  legal  description  of  this  farm  is  the  NE  1/4  of  section  23,  township  28  South,  Range 
15  East  and  is  recorded  in  book  (H)  at  page  91  of  the  above  records.  The  Verdigris  river 
divides  this  land.  As  of  1956,  a  Mr.  Chas .  Farwell  and  wife  now  own  this  place  and  live 
there.  His  father,  Milo  Farwell,  his  half-brother,  and  his  step-mother  are  buried  there. 

Guilford,  Kansas,  was  at  that  time  a  growing  and  prosperous  town.  It  had  a  good  school, 
several  homes,  stores,  a  mill,  blacksmith  shop,  a  newspaper  and  other  small  businesses. 
William  Ball  operated  the  mill  and  blacksmith  shop  as  well  as  farming  his  land.  Now,  this 
once  busy  little  town  has  passed  from  the  scene  as  have  the  old  pioneers  that  established  it 
many  years  ago. 

An  exhaustive  effort  has  been  made  to  locate  the  grave  of  William  Ball,  but  as  yet  all 
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searches  have  been  in  vain.  This  writer,  with  his  wife,  made  a  special  trip  to  Guilford, 
Kansas,  in  an  attempt  to  solve  this  problem.  About  1  and  1/2  miles  southeast  of  the  Guilford 
corner,  on  a  farm  now  owned  and  operated  by  one  Moses  Cox,  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
Verdigris  river  is  a  small,  abandoned  and  much  neglected  cemetery.  We  found  probably 
twenty  sunken  places  indicating  graves,  some  with  stones  but  many  with  no  identification. 
Most  of  the  stones  were  turned  over  and  the  lettering  was  weather  beaten  and  worn  and  in 
most  instances  could  not  be  read.  These  graves,  being  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  had  been 
under  water  many  times  in  the  past  eighty-five  or  ninety  years  .  It  is  nearly  impossible  for 
one  to  locate  this  old  burial  ground  as  the  trees,  vines  and  under  brush  have  taken  over. 

We  had  to  almost  crawl  to  get  through  to  the  graves.  There  is  a  possibility  that  William  Ball 
is  buried  here,  as  he  lived  within  1  1/2  miles  of  this  place  when  he  died  in  1867.  This  is 
merely  supposition  and  the  exact  place  of  his  burial  is  probably  lost  with  the  history  of 
Wilson  County. 


The  marriage  records  of  Wilson  County  in  Fredonia,  reveal  a  license  was  issued  to 
D.  H.  (Dock)  Hobson  and  Emeline  Ball  October  30,  1873.  They  were  married  November  4, 
1873.  The  following  letter  reflects  that  this  young  couple,  shortly  after  getting  married, 
moved  to  Savannah,  Iowa,  the  childhood  home  of  Emeline.  The  events  following  the  writing 
of  this  letter  tell  the  story  of  the  early  fate  of  this  young  girl,  bride  and  mother. 

THE  LETTER 

Spelling  etc.  same  as  in  letter. 

Davis  County,  Iowa. 

Savannah- June  21,  1874. 

Dear  Mother,  Brothers  and  Sister,  I  take  my  pen  in  hand  to  let  you  now  that  we  landed  here 
all  wright.  We  are  all  well  at  present  and  I  hope  these  few  lines  may  find  you  all  well.  We 
landed  here  the  17th.  of  June.  We  got  our  things  yesterday  and  there  was  nothing  brok 
everything  was  all  wright.  That  sack  of  clothes  was  left  at  Mrs.  Lacey.  I  want  you  to  go 
and  get  them  and  keep  them  until  you  send  me  the  dried  peaches  and  then  you  can  ship  them 
boath  in  one  box. 

There  is  plenty  of  apples  and  cherries  on  grandpaps  place.  There  is  no  end  to  goosburys 
and  currents .  Well  now  I  will  tell  you  what  we  are  going  to  do .  Dock  is  going  to  work  for 
Leukiss  Thompson  for  $10.00  per  month  until  harvest  and  then  he  will  get  $1.50  per  day. 

We  are  going  to  live  in  Springville.  Just  a  lane  between  us  and  aunt  Polly's. 

We  have  got  a  nice  house  to  live  in  and  plenty  of  good  water  to  use.  Aunt  Polly  and  Uncle 
James  either  one  did  not  know  me.  They  could  hardly  believe  it  was  me.  Aunt  Polly  had  a 
mes  of  peas  the  18th.  of  this  month  they  was  full  grown  to.  I  will  send  you  a  bean  so  that 
you  can  see  how  big  they  are.  Aunt  Polly  said  if  you  would  come  up  the  forth  of  July  you  can 
have  all  the  beans,  beats  and  potatoes  that  you  can  eat. 

Mother  it  was  not  as  late  spring  here  as  we  heard  it  was.  There  is  a  splendid  prospect 
for  wheat,  corn  and  oats .  Corn  is  selling  for  50<£  per  bushell.  We  have  got  us  a  new  stove. 
It  cost  $22.00.  There  is  thirty-five  pieces  that  go  with  the  stove.  I  will  send  you  two 
pieces  of  my  dress  that  I  got  in  Coatsville  they  cost  8£  yd.  Dock  says  that  he  likes  here  a 
great  deal  better  than  Kansas  and  I  like  heer  splendid .  All  the  places  I  knowed  except  one 
and  that  was  Uncle  Bobby  Hill's  place.  I  was  at  Isaac  the  other  day.  They  are  all  well.  I 
seen  Polly  Ann  that  day.  She  had  two  children.  John  Andrews  married.  He  married  June 
Mays  .  They  live  on  Isaac  place.  Isaac  has  built  a  frame  house  at  the  end  of  the  other  one. 
They  are  getting  along. 

Well  mother  it  was  all  old  Barnetts  tales  about  Uncle  Jim  aloosin  two  hundred  dollars. 

He  said  he  made  more  while  he  owned  that  place  than  they  have  since  they  went  to  house 
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keeping.  Aunt  Polly  has  another  girl  five  months  old.  She  has  seven  living  children.  She 
and  uncle  boath  say  that  it  is  the  best  thing  that  you  can  do  is  to  come  back.  Willie  is  working 
for  $10.00  per  month.  Henry  is  working  for  $12.00  per  month.  Uncle  Jim  is  running  the 
Thompson  place  160  acres.  Flour  is  worth  2.50  to  3.75.  You  can  buy  your  old  place  for 
$15.00  per  acre.  Uncle  Jim  says  that  land  is  from  $8.00  to  $10.00  and  $15.00  that  is  in  this 
neighborhood.  Up  about  Bloomfield  it  is  $25.00  to  $30.00  to  $40.00.  The  railroad  is  the 
cause  of  that.  Aunt  Polly  sends  a  lock  of  her  babies  hair.  Its  name  is  Eva  Deliah.  Well 
mother  I  will  tell  you  about  Fido.  We  brought  him  clear  through  with  us.  John  Sidwell's  boy 
was  hear  today.  Sarah  Sidwell  has  got  a  girl  five  months  old.  Write  soon  as  you  get  this. 

From  Emeline  Hobson  to  Parallee  Ball. 

Direct  to  Savannah,  Davis  County,  Iowa. 


The  latter  part  of  Emeline' s  life  is  revealed  by  the  following  dates  and  events: 

She  was  married  to  D.  H.  (Dock)  Hobson  at  Fredonia,  Kansas,  November  4,  1873. 
After  she  and  her  husband  moved  from  Kansas  back  to  Iowa,  she  wrote  the  foregoing  letter 
to  her  mother  in  Guilford,  Kansas  June  21,  1874.  She  died  November  27,  1875.  Her  infant 
daughter,  Emeline  Hobson,  died  shortly  after,  January  28,  1876,  and  her  infant  daughter, 
Caroline  Hobson,  died  seven  days  later  February  4,  1876. 

These  events  reflect  that  Emeline,  the  young  mother,  died  at  or  about  the  time  the  twin 
daughters  were  born.  Her  death  was  probably  caused  from  childbirth. 

John  Franklin  Ball,  son  of  William  and  Parallee  Ball  died  about  1880. 

Ira  Thomas  Ball,  also  a  son  of  William  and  Parallee  Ball,  died  at  Windsor,  Missouri, 
September  27,  1923.  The  record  of  his  marriage  and  family  will  follow: 

The  foregoing  accounts  for  all  of  William  Ball's  family  by  his  third  wife,  Parallee, 
except  Lucinda  Jane  and  Parallee,  and  as  yet  no  information  is  available  as  to  the  dates  of 
the  death  of  either. 


(Ira  Thomas  Ball  and  his  first  wife) 

He  was  married  to  Susan  Coble  in  1880.  She  was  born  December  8,  1862  and  died  at 
Guilford,  Kansas  in  1891.  Their  first  child  was  Mary  Lula,  born  July  31,  1882,  now  Mrs. 
White  and  lives  in  Guthrie,  Oklahoma.  Others  were  Maude  Ann,  born  December  28,  ?  , 

and  died  April  16,  1911;  William  H.  Ball,  born  September  16,  1885  and  died  in  infancy; 

Chas .  Clyde  Ball,  born  January  24,  1888  and  died  in  infancy. 

Maude  Ann,  the  second  daughter,  married  Julius  C.  Herndon.  He  now  lives  in  Windsor, 
Missouri.  They  have  two  daughters:  Mary  who  married  Wesley  Williams  and  now  lives  in 
Clinton,  Missouri;  and  Mildred.  She  married  Herbert  Pridgen  and  they  live  in  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  Mary  was  born  April  3,  1911  and  Mildred  was  born  December  9,  1909. 


Ira  Thomas  Ball's  second  marriage 

Ira  Thomas  Ball,  the  youngest  son  of  William  and  Parallee  Ball,  for  his  second  wife, 
married  Mary  Ann  (Molly)  Baker  of  Paola,  Kansas,  August  28,  1893.  She  was  born  in 
Schuyler  County,  Missouri,  December  12,  1873  and  died  at  Windsor,  Missouri,  March 
27,  1956. 

Their  children  were  Nellie  Catherine  Ball,  born  June  4,  1894,  and  died  August  28,  1895; 
and  James  Thomas  Ball,  born  October  9,  1896,  who  was  killed  in  a  mine  explosion  at 
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Windsor,  Missouri,  May  26,  1943.  Ira  Thomas  Ball,  the  father,  was  with  the  railroad  in 
Windsor,  Missouri,  for  many  years  . 

The  above  son,  James  Thomas  Ball,  married  Lillie  Collins  January  28,  1921,  and  they 
had  one  child,  Melbin  Ball,  born  June  4,  1922. 

James  Thomas  Ball,  for  his  second  wife,  married  Letha  Huston  on  March  16,  1926,  and 
they  had  one  son,  Dorman  Eugene  Ball,  born  October  24,  1927.  It  is  reported  he  now  lives 
in  Sedalia,  Missouri. 


"WHEN  YOU  GET  TO  KNOW  A  FELLOW" 

When  you  get  to  know  a  fellow,  know  his  joys  and  know  his  cares, 

When  you've  come  to  understand  him  and  the  burden  that  he  bears, 
When  you’ve  learned  the  fight  he's  making  and  the  troubles  in  his  way 
Then  you'll  find  that  he  is  different  than  you  thought  him  yesterday. 
You  will  find  his  faults  are  trivial  and  there's  not  so  much  to  blame 
In  the  brother  that  you  jeered  at,  when  you  only  knew  his  name. 

You  are  quick  to  see  the  blemish  in  the  distant  neighbor's  style, 

You  can  point  to  all  his  errors  and  you  may  sneer  at  him  the  while, 
And  your  prejudices  fatten  and  your  hates  more  violent  grow, 

As  you  talk  about  the  failures  of  the  man  you  do  not  know, 

But  when  drawn  a  little  closer,  and  your  hands  and  shoulders  touch, 
You  find  the  traits  you  hated  really  don’t  amount  to  much. 

When  you  get  to  know  a  fellow,  know  his  every  mood  and  whim, 

You  begin  to  find  the  texture  of  the  splendid  side  of  him; 

You  begin  to  understand  him,  and  you  cease  to  scoff  and  sneer, 

For  with  understanding  always  prejudices  disappear. 

You  begin  to  find  his  virtues  and  his  faults  you  cease  to  tell. 

For  you  seldom  hate  a  fellow  when  you  know  him  very  well. 

When  you  next  start  in  sneering  and  your  phrases  turn  to  blame, 

Know  more  of  him  you  censure  than  his  business  and  his  name; 

For  it's  likely  that  acquaintance  would  your  prejudice  dispel, 

And  you'd  really  come  to  like  him,  if  you  knew  him  very  well. 

When  you  get  to  know  a  fellow  and  you  understand  his  ways, 

Then  his  faults  won't  really  matter,  for  you'll  find  too  much  to  praise. 

(Original  Author  Unknown.) 
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CHAPTER  -IV- 


The  4th  Chapter  will  be  devoted  to  the  reproduction  of  Bible  records,  old  letters  and 
recorded  instruments  that  pertain  to  the  lives  of  these  members  of  the  Ball  family  that  have 
gone  before  us . 

The  first  is  a  copy  of  the  family  record,  taken  from  the  pages  of  the  James  Simpson  Ball 
Bible.  The  portions  that  are  underscored  are  those  that  are  damaged,  but  filled  in  with  known 
facts . 


Heading  at  top  of  first  page. 

"WHAT  GOD  HATH  JOINED  TOGETHER  LET  NOT  MAN  PUT  ASUNDER"  . 

This  certifies  That  The  Rite  of  Holy  Matrimony  was  celebrated 

BETWEEN 

James  S.  Ball  of  Iowa',  and  Mary  Sidwell  of  Missouri,  on  the  26th.  day  of  February,  1852. 
(NOTE)  The  recorded  license  in  Schuyler  County,  Missouri,  gives  the  date  as  1853. 

By  Elder  H.  Reeves  Witness:  David  Sidwell 

Jacob  Counce . 


BIRTHS; 

James  S.  Ball,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Ball,  was  born  January  First  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1833. 

Mary  Ball,  Daughter  of _ and  David  Sidwell  was  born  September  2nd,  in  the  year  of 

our  Lord  1835 , 

Wm.  David  Ball,  son  of  James  S.  and  Mary  Ball  was  born  Aug.  1st.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1855. 

S.  M.  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ball,  was  born  May  15  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1857. 
John  L.  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ball,  was  born  February  25th.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1860. 

George  T.  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ball,  was  born  January  5th.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1862.  “  ~ 

Mary  Ann  (Mel)  Ball,  Daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Ball,  was  born  August  30th.  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1864  (Could  be  1865). 

James  S.  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ball  was  born  ?  ,  5th.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1867  ..  .Died  May  29TT883". 

Jesse  R.  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ball,  was  born  February  27th.  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1871 . 

Benjamin  Franklin  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Ball,  was  born  December  16,  1873. 

Ida  Bell  Ball,  Daughter  of  James  and  Mary  Ball  was  born  March  17th.  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1877  .  ~~ ~ 


The  following  is  a  copy  of  The  family  record  from  the  pages  of  the  family  Bible  of 
William  Ball,  the  father  of  James  Simpson  Ball. 


THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  OF  OUR  LORD  AND  SAVIOUR, 

JESUS  CHRIST 

Translated  out  of  The  Original  Greek  and  with  the  former  Translations  Diligently  Compared 
and  Revised . 


New  York  American  Bible  Society  Instituted  in  the  year 

MDCCCXVI  -  1848 

MARRIAGES. 

Wm.  Ball  and  Elizabeth  King  were  married  by  Elder  Isaac  Taylor  February  22,  1825. 
Married  Mary  Andrews  December  3,  1843  by  Elder  ?  Married  Parallee  Conkling 
September  24,  1852  by  Elder  Isaac  Sidwell. 
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BIRTHS. 

William  Ball,  born  in  the  A.D.  1805,  July  18th. 

Parallee  (Carter)  Conkling,  born  in  A.D.  1826,  July  1 3th . 

Emeline  Daughter  of  William  and  Parallee  Ball,  born  July  31,  A.D.  1853. 
Nancy  Ann  was  born  October  26,  1856. 

John  Franklin,  son  of  Wm.  and  Parallee  Ball,  was  born  Sept.  2,  1857. 

Ira  Thomas,  son  of  Wm.  and  Parallee  Ball,  was  born  March  31,  1860. 
Lucinda  Jane,  daughter  of  Wm.  and  Parallee  Ball,  was  born  July  15,  1865. 
William  Henry  Conkling,  was  born  January  30,  1848. 

Mary  Ellen  daughter  of  Ira  and  Susan  Ball  was  born  July  31,  1882. 


BIRTHS,  as  shown  on  second  page. 

Ira  Ball,  born  March  31,  1860  -  Died  Sept.  27,  1923. 

Susan  C.  Ball  -  Born  December  8,  1862. 

Mary  L.  Ball,  born  July  30,  1882. 

Wm.  H.  Ball,  born  Sept.  16,  1885. 

Charles  C.  Ball,  born  January  24,  1888. 

Maud  Ann  Ball  was  born  Dec.  28th.  and  died  April  16,  1911 . 

Mary  Herndon,  daughter  of  Maud  and  J.  C.  Herndon,  born  April  3,  1911. 

Mildred  Herndon,  daughter  of  Maud  and  J.  C.  Herndon,  born  Dec.  9,  1909. 

Ira  Thomas  Ball  was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Baker  August  28,  1893. 

Nellie  Ball,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Mary  Ball  was  born  June  4,  1894,  and  died  August  28,  1895  , 
age  1  year,  2  months  and  24  days. 

James  Thomas  Ball,  son  of  Ira  and  Mary  Ball,  was  born  Oct.  9,  1896,  married  to  Lillie 
Collins  January  28,  192^?_.  Melbin  Ball  was  born  June  4,  1921. 

DEATHS,  as  shown  on  next  page. 

Mary  Ball,  consort  of  Wm.  Ball,  departed  this  life  Dec.  20,  1851  . 

Aley  Jane  Ball,  daughter  of  Wm.  and  Mary  Ball,  departed  this  life  March  18,  1852  . --Wm. 
Henry,  son  of  James  and  Parallee  Conkling  departed  this  life  August  12,  A.D.  1859.  Nancy 
Ann  Ball,  daughter  of  Wm.  and  Parallee  Ball  departed  this  life  August  5,  1866.  William  Ball 
consort  of  Parallee  Ball  departed  this  life  Sept.  28,  1867.  Emeline  Ball  daughter  of  Wm. 
and  Parallee  Ball  departed  this  life  Nov.  27,  1875.  Emeline  Hobson,  daughter  of  D.  H. 
Hobson  and  Emeline  Hobson  departed  this  life  January  28,  1876.  Caroline  Hobson,  daughter 
of  D.  H.  Hobson  and  Emeline  Hobson,  departed  this  life  Feb.  4,  1876. 

James  Thomas  Ball,  married  Leatha  Hutson  March  16,  1926. 

Ira  Thomas  Ball,  born  March  30,  1860  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  and  died  September  27,  1923, 
in  Windsor,  Mo.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Baker  at  Paola,  Kansas,  Aug.  28,  1893. 

Mary  Ann  Baker,  born  Dec.  12,  1875  in  Schuyler  County,  Mo.  To  this  union  was  born  James 
Thomas  Ball,  Oct.  9,  1896,  in  Henry  County,  Mo.,  married  to  Lillie  Collins  Jan.  28,  1921  . 
To  this  union  one  son  was  born  June  4,  1922.  Second  marriage  to  Letha  Hutson  March  16, 
1926.  To  this  union  one  son  was  born  October  24,  1927  in  Henry  County,  Mo.,  Dorman 
Eugene  Ball. 

Letha  Hutson  Ball  died  Dec.  24,  1932. 


The  family  Bible  record  as  shown  by  the  family  Bible  of  James  Ball,  who  was  born  Oct.  30, 
1777  and  his  wife  Rachel  Culver,  the  parents  of  William  Ball.  This  Bible  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Etta  (Ball)  Borders  of  Bardstown,  Kentucky. 

BIBLE  DATED  -  MDCCLXXXIX  (1789) 
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THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  OF  OUR  LORD  AND  SAVIOR  JESUS  CHRIST 
Translated  out  of  the  original  Greek  and  with  former  translations  diligently  compared  and 
revised  by  his  Majesty's  Special  Command  -  Appointed  to  be  read  in  Churches. 

EDINBURGH 

Printed  by  the  assigns  Alexander  Kincaid  His  Majesty's  Printer  MDCCLXXXIX.  The  most 
high  and  mighty  Prince  James  by  The  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Britain,  France  and  Ireland, 
defender  of  The  Faith  etc.  (The  notes  say  that  this  is  the  beginning  of  the  old  Testament  and 
several  following  pages  are  missing).  The  following  records  are  shown  in  this  Bible  of 
James  Ball  and  his  wife  Rachel. 


James  Ball,  son  of  James  Ball  and  Marget  his  wife,  was  born  Oct.  30,  1777. 

I,  James  Ball,  was  wed  to  Rachel  Colliver  the  29th.  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1800, 
and  by  the  blessing  of  God  had  one  child  born  on  the  4th.  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1802,  whose  name  is  Marget. 

John  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Rachel,  his  wife,  born  August  26,  1803. 

John  Ball,  died  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Sept.  9,  1804. 

William  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Rachel,  born  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  July  18,  1805. 

Jacob  Ball,  son  of  James  and  Rachel,  born  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  August  19,  1807. --Jacob 
Ball  died  April  4,  1808. 

In  like  manner  the  following  children  are  listed  with  their  birth  dates .  Some  marriages 
are  given  in  the  Bible  and  are  also  found  in  the  records  of  Nelson  County,  Kentucky. 

James  Ball  died  about  1858  and  his  wife  Rachel  died  sometime  after  1850.  She  was  born 
about  1784  and  the  census  record  states  she  was  born  in  Kentucky. 

Margaret  Ball,  born  February  4,  1802.  Married  Oct.  12,  1820,  James  King,  on  record 
in  Nelson  County. 

John  Ball  born  Aug.  26,  1803,  died  Sept.  9,  1804. 

William  Ball,  born  July  18,  1805--Married  1st.  22nd  of  Feb.  1825  Elizabeth  King,  Bible 
record. --He  married  2nd  Columbus,  Ind.  Mrs.  Mary  Blades  Andrews  and  3rd  Mrs.  Paralie 
?  (Records  in  Bloomfield,  Iowa  gives  her  name  as  Parallee  Conkling  and  dates  3rd 
marriage  as  Sept.  24,  1852. 

Mary  Ball,  born  Jan.  25,  1809-Married  Moses  Coy  Mar.  6,  1826.  Nelson  Co.  records. 

Nancy  Ball,  born  Oct.  15,  1811 -Married  Oct.  3,  1831-Francis  King  in  Nelson  County, 
Kentucky.  Married  about  1841  to  Reuben  Ballard  in  Jackson  County,  Ind. 

Daniel  Ball,  born  Feb.  25,  1814-Married  Jane  ?  ,  see  1850  census  records  of  U.  S. 

LaRue  Co.,  Ky. 

James  Ball,  Jr.,  born  Dec.  15,  1816-Married  Mar.  27,  1839-Sarah  Holhouser-See 
Nelson  Co.  Records. 

George  Ball,  born  1818-Married  1st.  Harriet  Ballard,  born  in  Ind.  Married  2nd  ? 
Parmelia  Ball,  born  June  10,  1821.  Grave  stone  records .  Married  John  Fenton . 


57 


John  Culver  who  married  Catrine  Ball  In  1808  in  Nelson  County,  Kentucky,  bondsman 
Jonathan  Colliver,  was  a  brother  to  Rachel  Culver  (Cilliver),  wife  of  James  Ball  and  to  Daniel 
Culver  who  married  Susan  Coy  in  Hardin  County,  Kentucky,  October  13,  1813. 

The  following  is  a  reproduction  of  a  photostatic  copy  of  an  affidavit  of  Henry  Ball,  the 
oldest  child  of  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  filed  with  his  father's  Revolutionary  War  records. 

State  of  Kentucky 
Jessamine  County  -  3  Oct. 

This  affidavit  of  Henry  Ball,  taken  in  Nicholasville  Jessamine  County,  Kentucky,  on  the 
8th  day  of  September,  1836: 

This  affiant  who  being  first  duly  sworn  according  to  law  doth  on  his  oath  make  the 
following  statements:  That  he  is  a  resident  of  Nicholasville,  Jessamine  County,  Kentucky, 
where  he  has  resided  for  the  last  24  years,  that  he  now  is  sixty  years  of  age  and  upwards, 
that  he  has  always  understood  and  believes  that  he  was  born  in  the  month  of  December  in  the 
year  1775  and  that  he  is  the  son  of  James  Ball  and  Margaret  Ball,  that  his  father  was  a 
revolutionary  pensioner  of  the  United  States  and  that  he  died  in  March,  1830,  and  that  his 
mother  Margaret  Ball  is  now  living,  that  she  lives  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky.  This  affiant 
will  further  state  that  he  has  always  understood  and  heard  his  father  and  mother  say  from 
his  earliest  recollection  that  they  were  married  several  years  before  his  father,  the  said 
James  Ball  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  that  he,  this  affiant,  was  born  in  the 
year  1775.  And  that  he  was  born  in  the  year  before  the  declaration  of  Independence  in  1776. 
This  affiant  will  state  that  the  age  of  the  children  of  the  said  James  Ball  and  wife,  he  is 
confident  are  all  correctly  set  down  on  the  record  which  is  filed  with  the  papers  in  his 
mothers  case.  The  affiant  will  further  state  that  Jane  DeWitt,  a  sister  to  his  mother,  is 
still  living,  that  she  lives  in  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  who  can  state  when  his  father  and 
mother  were  married. 

Henry  Ball. 


State  of  Kentucky 
Jessamine  County.  3 

I,  Abraham  Wake,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  county  of  Jessamine,  state  of 
Kentucky,  do  hereby  certify  that  this  day  came  in  person  before  me,  Henry  Ball,  who 
subscribed  and  was  sworn  to  the  foregoing  affidavit  and  who  appears  to  be  60  years  of  age 
and  who  is  known  as  a  man  of  veracity  and  truth  and  whose  statements  are  entitled  to 
credit. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  8th  day  of  April,  1836. 

Abraham  Wake,  Justice  of  The  Peace. 


WAR  DEPARTMENT 
Revolutionary  Claim. 

I  certify,  That  in  conformity  with  the  Law  of  The  United  States,  of  the  18th  of  March, 

1818,  James  Ball,  late  a  private  in  the  army  of  the  revolution  is  inscribed  on  the  Pension  List 
of  The  Kentucky  Agency,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month  to  commence  on  the  1st  day  of 
May,  one-thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Given  at  The  War  Office  of  The  United 
States,  this  nineteenth  day  of  September 
One  thousand,  Eight  hundred  and  eighteen. 
J.  C.  Calhoun,  Sec.  of  War. 
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Affidavit  of  Margaret  Ball,  widow  of  The  Veteran. 

State  of  Kentucky 
Owen  County. 

On  the  2nd  day  of  September,  1836,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Jacob  H.  Smith,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Owen,  State  of  Kentucky  and  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Owen  County  Court,  Margaret  Ball,  formerly  Margaret  Bray,  a  resident  of  Owen  County, 
state  of  Kentucky,  aged  eighty-three  years,  who  being  first  duly  sworn  according  to  law  doth 
on  her  oath  make  the  following  declaration  in  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  provision  made 
by  the  act  of  congress  Passed  July  4,  1836.  That  she  is  the  widow  of  James  Ball  who  was  a 
private  soldier  in  the  army  of  the  revolution,  that  her  husband,  the  said  James  Ball,  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  Virginia  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  She  will  not  undertake  to  state  the  service  of  the  said  James  Ball,  her  late  husband,  as 
he  was  a  revolutionary  pensioner  of  the  United  States,  that  he  drew  a  pension  under  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  in  the  year  1818,  that  the  said  James  Ball,  original  certificate  is  now  in  her 
possession  as  herewith  filed  with  the  papers  as  evidence  in  her  case.  She  further  declares 
that  she  was  married  to  the  said  James  Ball  in  the  month  of  May  in  the  year  seventeen  hundred 
and  seventy  one  or  seventy  two,  in  the  county  of  Hampshire,  State  of  Virginia,  where  they 
lived  at  the  time  her  husband,  the  said  James  Ball,  entered  the  service.  She  will  further 
state  that  they  were  married  before  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war.  She  will 
further  state  that  she  still  has  the  original  record  of  the  birth  of  her  children  and  the  said 
James  Ball.  She  is  confident  that  the  age  of  the  children  are  all  correctly  there  set  down  and 
she  will  state  that  her  memory  may  have  failed  her  on  many  points,  but  as  to  the  marriage 
of  her  and  the  said  James  Ball  she  is  certain  and  knows  that  they  were  married  before  he 
enlisted,  that  they  have  a  son  born  in  1775,  that  he  is  now  living  that  he  lives  in  Jessamine 
County,  Kentucky,  unless  he  has  lately  died.  She  will  further  state  that  her  husband  the  said 
James  Ball,  departed  this  life  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  1830,  in  Owen  County,  Kentucky. 

And  she  will  further  state  that  she  has  remained  a  widow  ever  since  the  death  of  her  husband, 
the  said  James  Ball,  as  will  more  fully  appear  by  the  proof  hereunto  annexed.  She  will 
further  state  that  from  her  old  age  she  is  entirely  disabled  from  attending  in  open  court  to 
make  her  declaration. 

her 

Margaret  (X)  Ball. 

Mark. 


State  of  Kentucky 
Owen  County. 

I,  Jacob  H.  Smith,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Owen,  State  of  Kentucky, 
do  hereby  certify  that  this  day  came  in  person  before  me,  Margaret  Ball,  who  subscribed  and 
was  sworn  to  the  foregoing  declaration  and  who  I  certify  appeared  to  be  eighty  three  years  of 
age  and  who  I  further  certify  from  her  old  age  and  great  infirmity  of  body  is  entirely  disabled 
from  attending  in  open  court  in  said  county  and  state  to  make  her  declaration.  I  further 
certify  etc . 


THE  "WILL”  OF  JAMES  BALL,  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR  VET. 

(From  a  photostatic  copy) 

In  the  name  of  God  Amen.  I  James  Ball  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and  county  of  Owen,  being 
weak  in  body,  but  of  sound  and  perfect  mind  and  memory  blessed  by  Almighty  God  for  the  same 
do  make  and  publish  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to 
say;  First  it  is  my  will  and  desire  that  Margaret  my  wife  is  to  hold  this  fifty  eight  acres  of 
land  with  all  its  improvements  and  appurtenances  thereunto,  likewise  one  horse  and  all  the 
farming  utensils,  also  the  cattle  and  hogs  chest  and  one  tea  pot  and  household  and  kitchen 
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furniture  during  lifetime,  at  her  decease  all  the  household  and  kitchen  furniture  to  be  equally 
divided  between  Margaret  and  Millia  Ball.  If  in  case  either  of  them  should  marry  during  the 
mothers  lifetime  she  is  to  have  her  part;  also  at  the  mothers  decease  the  land  and  improvements, 
stock  and  farming  utensils  to  be  equally  divided  between  said  Margaret  and  Milla  Ball,  likewise 
twelve  dollars  to  be  equally  divided  between  the  other  children. 

My  last  will  and  testament  hereby  revoking  all  former  wills  by  me  made.  It  is  my  desire 
that  Jacob  Ball  shall  have  care  of  the  estate  until  a  division  should  take  place. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  1st  day  of  March  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  His 

the  presence  of  James  (X)  Ball. 

Mark 

Alfred  Martin 
Peter  Aken. 


Kentucky,  Owen  County  Court.  April  term,  1830. 

An  instrument  of  writing  purporting  to  be  the  last  will  and  testament  of  James  Ball, 
deceased,  was  produced  in  Court  and  proven  to  be  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Ball  by 
the  oaths  of  Alfred  Martin  and  Peter  Akin  or  (Akes)?  subscribing  witnesses  hereto  and 
ordered  to  be  recorded  which  is  accordingly  done. 

Attest.  N.  M.  Bacon-D.  Clk. 


A  true  and  just  inventory  and  appraisement  of  all  the  personal  estate  of  James  Ball  and 
which  was  presented  to  us  by  Jacob  Ball,  his  Executor. 

17  Hogs  $8.50,  two  spotted  heifers  $6.00,  two  yearlings  $3.50,  two  cows  and  calves  $10.00, 
one  shock  of  oats  $1.50,  two  stacks  of  hay  $1.50,  corn  in  the  field  $7.50,  one  grind  stone  .25, 
one  briar  sythe  .37,  two  iron  wedges  .62  1/2$,  one  lot  of  lumber  $3.50,  one  pair  ?  $1.50, 

one  big  kettle  $.25  (Note  this  kettle  is  no  doubt  the  one  mentioned  in  the  move  from  Virginia 
to  Kentucky),  one  cupboard  $6.00,  one  desk  $3.00,  one  dining  table  $3.00,  one  chest  of 
drawers  $2.50,  two  beds  and  bedding  $20.00,  one  table  .18  1/4$,  one  big  wheel  $1.50,  one 
pair  and-irons  .75$,  swan  chair  $2.00,  one  small  looking  glass  .17  1/2$,  one  hair  trunk  .25$, 
two  candle  sticks  .25$,  knife  box  and  knives  and  forks  .50$,  one  dish  .25$,  one  lot  of  cooking 

ware  $1 .25,  one  lot  puter  dishes- _ ?__  and  flesh  fork  $1.25,  6  puter  plates  .75$,  Loom  and  ? 

$5.00,  one  churn  .25$,  one  old  grip  .12  1/2$,  2  ?  $2.00,  one  side  saddle  $2.00,  one  little- 

wheel  and  potteramme?  $2.25,  one  reel  and  hackle  $1.25. 

I  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  inventory  contains  all  the  personal  estate  of  James  Ball  and 
which  has  come  to  my  hands.  Sept.  28th,  1842. 

Jacob  Ball,  Executor. 

We  do  certify  that  the  foregoing  appraisement  was  truly  and  justly  made  of  the  personal 
estate  of  James  Ball  and  which  was  produced  to  us  by  his  Executor,  Jacob  Ball,  to  the  best  of 
*  our  judgement  all  of  which  we  respectfully  report  to  the  Owen  County  Court.  Given  under  our 
hands  this  28  day  of  Sept.  1842. 


60 


Enoch  Johnson 
John  Brown 

Wm.  G.  Sampson  --  Appraisers. 


The  following  is  a  reproduction  of  a  certified  copy  of  the  inventory  of  the  personal  estate  of 
William  Ball,  deceased,  in  the  probating  of  his  estate  in  Fredonia,  Wilson  County,  Kansas,  case 
No.  X-3-  (This  Wm.  Ball  is  the  father  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  the  great  grandfather  of  this 
writer,  Roy  H.  Ball). 

We  do  solumnly  swear  that  we  are  not  interested  nor  of  kin  to  any  person  that  is  interested 
in  the  estate  of  Wm.  Ball,  dec.  as  heir  or  divisee  and  that  we  will  do  the  best  of  our  ability 
view  and  appraise  the  personal  estate  to  us  produced. 

Elias  Lovitt 

Samuel  Roots  -  X  -  his  mark. 

Sworn  to  this  24th  day  of  October,  1867. -A.  Shannon,  J.  P. 

Filed:  November  6,  1867. 

Oct.  24,  1867.  All  spelling  same  as  original. 

A  Bill  of  the  Aprais  Propty  of  William  Ball,  Deceased. 

House  Hould  and  kitling  furniture  $75.00,  one  loom  and  spring  wheel  and  bariels  $25.00, 
one  bariel  $1.50,  2  bubes  (must  be  tubs)  ,50£,  ahes  and  syth  (must  be  axe)  $3.00,  one  set 
Blacksmith  tools  $30.00,  one  grind  stone  $1.00,  1  broad  ah  (?  ax)  $1.00,  one  iron  wedge 
.50^,  one  box  of  old  irons  $1.00,  four  augers  $1.50,  one  bank  saw  .50£,  one  set  woven 
harness  $5.00,  one  saddel  $2.50,  new  iron  40  lbs.  $2.80,  one  set  harness  $25.00,  one 
wagon  $80.00,  one  spaiet  (spade  ?)  and  hoe  $2.00,  one  breaking  plow  and  shovel  $10.00, 
three  hoges  $20.00,  one  hoe  .25<£,  4  hoges  $30.00,  13  shoates  $13.00,  3  cows  and  calves 
$75.00,  1  stable  horse  $175.00,  one  bey  mare  $100.00,  one  yelow  mare  $100.00,  one  mare 
and  colt  $75.00,  9  sheep  $13.50,  one  harrow  $5.00  Total  $874.55 

Praser  Names - A.  Shannon,  Samuel  Roots  -X-his  mark-,  Elias  Lovitt.  Filed  November 

6th.  1867. 

In  the  Probate  Court  of  Wilson  County,  Kansas.  Before  M.  Mickel,  Probate  Judge,  January 
24th.  1871..  In  the  matter  of  the  guardianship  of  Emiline  Ball  and  others. 

Your  petioner  would  represent  to  your  Honor,  that  she  is  the  mother  of  the  following 
named  childen  to  wit: 

Emiline  17,  John  F.  Ball  13,  Ira  T.  10,  Licinda  Jane  Ball  5,  minor  children  and  heirs  of 
William  Ball,  deceased,  late  of  Wilson  County,  Kansas. 

And  ask  to  be  appointed  guardian  of  said  children. 

Taralee  Ball  (Should  be  Parallee) 

Sworn  to  and  inscribed  before  me  in  my  presents  this  the  24th.  day  of  January  A.D.  1871. 

Melvin  Mickel. 

.  Probate  Judge . 

Court  Seal:  Filed  this  24th.  day  of  Janaury,  A.D.  1871. 

Taralee  (Parallee  ?)  Ball:  Application  for  letters  of  Guardianship. 

(Note)  In  all  following  letters  and  instruments,  the  spelling  etc.  same  as  in  the  originals. 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  Nathan  Ball,  to  his  brother  James  Simpson  Ball  and  had  to 
do  with  the  high  hopes  of  The  Ball  Estate.  It  refers  to  a  letter  he  has  received  from  his  Aunt 
Sarah  Ball  in  Kentucky.  She  is  the  Sarah  Holhouser  who  married  James  Ball,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  Dec.  15,  1816,  a  brother  to  William  Ball,  and  a  son  of  James  Ball  and  Rachel  Culver. 

(The  Letter) . 

Indianapolis,  Ind.  Feb.  9/96. 

Mr.  James  S.  Ball  and  family,  Windsor,  Mo. 

Dear  Brother  and  Sister,  I  will  try  to  wright  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  we  are  all  in 
moderate  health  and  hope  these  few  lines  may  reach  you  and  find  you  and  yours  all  well. 
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Your  letter  of  recent  date  at  hand  and  glad  to  hear  from  you,  but  sorry  to  learn  you  had  wrote 
me  one  or  two  letters  that  I  failed  to  get .  If  they  had  of  come  to  hand  I  would  not  of  accused 
you  of  negligence  of  not  writing  more  prompt  I  have  no  very  late  news  from  Iowa  but  all  well 
when  I  last  heard  We  have  quite  a  snow  on  the  ground  at  this  writing  and  still  snowing  So  far 
it  has  been  an  open  most  disagreeable  winter  and  considerable  sickness  and  many  deaths  here 
I  have  received  two  letters  from  our  Aunt  Sarah  Ball  of  Ky.  The  last  one  you  will  find  enclosed 
in  this  and  you  can  draw  your  own  conclusions  of  what  she  says  and  thinks  in  regards  to  the 
Ireland  Estate  and  I  will  tell  you  as  brief  and  plain  as  I  can  what  I  think  about  it. 

First  I  am  fully  convinced  that  there  is  something  over  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars 
their  due  the  Ball  Airs  as  I  saw  the  official  reports  to  that  effect.  But  it  will  require  some 
considerable  work  to  establish  our  claim  yet  I  believe  it  can  be  done  but  not  without  some  one 
of  us  go  their  an  croud  it  right  through  for  they  will  not  give  it  up  with  out  a  struggle.  I  have 
said  1  would  go  if  the  rest  would  furnish  the  necessary  money  or  I  would  pay  my  part  for  some 
one  else  to  go  and  I  am  still  open  to  that  proposition.  You  can  sea  in  Aunt's  letter  how  she 
feels  about  the  matter  and  you  spoke  of  R.  A.  Hardy  and  E.  Pickier  throwing  in  to  help. pay  the 
expenses  of  getting  it  I  will  say  to  you  most  positively  that  they  told  me  that  they  would  not 
throw  in  one  sent  on  unsertainties  But  like  the  woman  that  killed  the  bear  while  her  husband 
was  up  in  the  loft,  after  she  killed  the  bear  he  came  down  and  said  to  his  wife  wasnt  we  some 
to  kill  the  bear.  They  are  just  like  the  man.  If  they  would  but  risk  their  good  money  and  get 
it  they  would  no  doubt  come  in  then  and  pay  their  share  as  then  they  would  no  that  they  was 
sure  and  wo  would  have  to  pay. 


But  that  kind  of  throwing  in  will  never  get  it  and  you  can  reconsile  your  mind  on  that 
matter.  I  think  I  shall  write  to  The  United  States  Minister  to  Ireland  and  ask  him  to  get  all 
the  information  he  can  and  have  him  send  me  the  address  of  some  prominent  responsible 
lawyer  so  I  can  have  it  thourghly  investigated  but  I  cant  say  what  the  result  may  be  I  believe 
I  have  wrote  all  the  news  that  will  interest  you  and  I  will  close  by  saying  wright  to  me  on 
receipt  of  this . 

This  from  your  affectionate  Brother 
Nathan  Ball-  98  Pace  St., 
Indianoplis,  Ind. 


(The  letter  from  the  Aunt  Sally  to  Nathan  follows) 

Balltown  Nelson  Co.  Ky 
Feb.  th.  4-1896 

Mr.  Nathan  Ball 

My  Dear  Nephew: 

Your  letter  of  recent  date  reached  me  in  due  time  and  afforded  me  all  the  satisfaction 
which  can  be  expressed  by  me,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  hear  from  the  family  friends,  though  as 
you  say,  many  have  passed  away  since  you  were  in  Nelson  County  who  were  near  and  dear  to 
both  of  us .  Yet  that  was  the  Holy  Will  of  our  dear  Lord,  and  we  have  only  to  hope  they  are 
enjoying  a  much  happier  land  than  ours. 

I  am  in  rather  bad  health  myself  at  present  have  had  Lagripp  from  which  spell  I  am 
somewhat  recovering.  I  think  will  be  well  soon  if  the  infirmity  of  age  is  not  against  me. 

I  regard  to  our  deceased  friends  I  failed  to  tell  you  of  the  death  of  your  cousin  Jim  Coy, 
who  died  two  years  ago  of  apoplexy.  He  left  a  wife  and  five  children  and  also  Jim  and  Daniel 
Ball  Sons  of  Uncle  Dan,  have  died  in  the  passed  year.  This  leaves  my  family  well. 

I  will  say  a  word  to  you  regarding  the  estate  which  will  leave  the  matter  wholy  to  your 
judgement  and  trust.  I  have  talked  to  many  of  the  relations  upon  the  subject  they  all  have 
agreed  to  say  to  you  if  you  are  confident  enough  and  feel  that  our  evidence  is  sifficient  t 
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to  get  the  estate  by  going  they  will  try  to  make  the  required  sum  of  money  to  pay  your  expenses. 

Will  you  please  let  me  know  what  amount  of  money  will  bair  the  expense  of  the  trip  and 
whether  your  courage  is  really  strong  enough  to  take  such  a  jaunt  on  life's  unsertain  waters. 

As  to  evidence,  that  troubles  me  much. 

Your  Great  Grand  Father  was  a  native  of  Ireland  and  came  to  this  Country.  His  name 
was  James .  (My  comment  -  His  Great  Grandfather  would  be  the  Rev.  Soldier) .  And  it  is  well 
remembered  by  members  of  the  family  to  have  heard  your  Grand  Father  say  (Note  -  This  would 
be  the  James  that  married  Rachel  Culver)  there  would  be  great  wealth  come  to  the  family  some 
day  if  they  ever  got  it  but  the  required  evidence  I  have  fear  of  in  the  case. 

Now  please  let  us  know  what  you  will  decide  upon  and  in  a  short  time  I  will  write  to  you 
again. 

I  will  close  by  hopeing  this  will  find  you  and  your  wife  well. 

I  remain  as  ever  your 

devoted  Aunt,  Sallie  Ball. 

The  following  is  a  letter  from  a  firm  of  Lawyers  in  London,  England,  evidently  in  answer 
to  one  written  to  them  by  my  Grandfather,  James  Simpson  Ball. 

The  letter 

Thorowgood,  Tabor  11-Copthall  Court 

and  London,  E.C. 

Hardcastle  .  15th.  March  1893. 

Dear  Sir 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  of  Feb.  last,  and  beg  to  say  that  before  we  can 
undertake  to  take  up  your  case  we  must  ask  you  to  send  us  some  further  particulars  as  to  the 
Ball  Estate  and  as  to  the  two  remaining  Brothers  of  your  Great  Grand  Father  (Note  -  this  also 
refers  to  the  Rev.  Soldier)  (Further  Note  -  and  indicates  there  were  two  Brothers.)  where 
you  think  they  died  and  about  what  date.  Which  was  the  oldest  of  the  three,  your  Great  Grand 
Father  or  one  of  his  brothers? 

Mr.  J.  S.  Ball  Yours  faithfully 

Thorowgood- Tabor  and  Hardcastle. 

More  Estate  Business  -  The  following  is  a  Postal  Card  Post  marked  Ballwin,  Mo.  April 
7th,  1898.  Written  by  an  Atty.  F.  W.  Brooks  to  James  Simpson  Ball  of  Melvin,  Mo. 

The  Card 

Yours  to  hand  and  in  answer  will  say  that  I  am  representing  some  of  the  John  Ball  Heirs 
and  will  represent  you  and  your  brother  for  1/3  of  what  ever  is  recovered  you  to  help  accumulate 
evidence.  I  represent  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Eckeman  and  James  ?(torn  out)  Mrs .  Eatherton  and  a  good 
many  more.  I  will  write  you  as  I  find  ?(torn  out)  advancing.  Let  me  know  if  my  proposition  is 
accepted. 

F .  W .  Brooks 

(Note)  The  brother  referred  to  by  Brooks  the  Atty.  is  Ira  Ball,  a  half  brother  of  James  S. 

Ball  and  was  living  at  Windsor,  Mo.  at  that  time,  as  shown  by  the  following  letter,  a  part  of 
which  was  to  Ira . 
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The  Letter 


Melvin- Benton  Co.,  Mo. 
Apr.  18th,  1898. 


Dear  Children, 

I  take  the  time  to  wright  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  how  we  are.  Both  of  us  is  up  and 
about.  Your  Mother  is  not  very  well.  I  am  as  well  as  common.  Hope  these  lines  may  find 
you  all  well. 

Frank  your  Mother  says,  that  we  think  that  you  had  better  come  home.  You  can  get  all 
the  work  that  you  can  do.  John  has  a  job  that  he  wants  you  to  help  him  to  do.  He  has  taken  a 
job  of  cutting  saw  logs  on  120  acres  of  land  for  Mat  Moore  and  making  1000  posts.  You  can 
get  the  money  anytime  that  you  want  it. 

Frank  you  must  try  and  help  us  to  some  money  to  get  something  to  go  on  as  I  cant  get  to 
make  a  cent  here  as  I  cant  get  away  from  home.  I  have  most  of  my  fence  fixed.  I  want  to  go 
to  plowing  next  week.  I  cant  do  more  than  a  half  days  work  in  a  day. 

We  are  still  in  good  hopes  that  it  will  not  be  a  grate  while  till  we  will  be  able  to  help  vou 
to  a  start. 

I  believe  that  I  have  rote  all  that  will  interest  you  at  this  time  so  I  will  close  for  this  time. 

This  from  your  Father  and  Mother  to  you  all. 

\ 

Here  is  a  few  lines  to  Ira. 

I  am  still  getting  letters  in  regards  to  the  estate  from  different  ones .  I  will  send  you  a 
letter  from  Neely  that  I  got  Saturday  also  a  card  from  a  Mr.  Brooks  who  is  a  lawyer  in  Ballwin 
He  is  at  work  for  some  of  Uncle  Johns  heirs . 

I  rote  to  him  to  know  on  what  terms  he  would  attend  to  mine  and  your  interest.  You  can 
see  on  his  card  what  he  says . 

I  do  not  propose  to  give  him  what  he  asks .  You  can  see  what  Neely  says  in  regard  to 
employing  a  lawyer.  I  have  rote  him  a  letter  this  morning  for  him  to  see  on  what  terms  he 
can  get  the  man  that  he  names  to  attend  to  it  for  us .  Have  advised  him  to  get  him  for  a 
sertain  percent.  As  soon  as  I  here  from  him  I  will  let  you  know. 

Let  me  know  if  it  is  all  rite  on  your  part  for  me  to  make  arrangements  with  him  for  you 
as  well  as  myself.  The  names  that  he  gives  in  his  letter  is  our  second  cousins. 

I  will  close  for  this  time.  Wright  soon. 

This  from  J.  S.  Ball  to  Ira  Ball. 

N.B.  We  think  Sizesmore's  wife  is  going  crazy. 


NEXT  -  Is  part  of  a  letter  from  R.  A.  Hardy.  One  or  more  pages  are  missing,  but  the 
envelope  is  addressed  to  Ira  Ball,  Windsor-Henry  Co.,  Mo.  Postmarked  July  28th,  1902  at 
Russell,  Lucas  Co.,  Iowa. 

The  part  of  the  letter 

Now  1  want  t0  know  if  you  know  where  James  S.  Ball  is .  The  last  time  I  heard  of  him  he 
was  in  Oklahoma.  He  wrote  to  me  from  there.  His  address  was  Hennessey,  Oklahoma.  I 
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wrote  and  directed  there  to  him  but  never  got  any  answer.  If  you  know  where  he  is  send  this 
letter  to  him  and  I  want  to  hear  from  you  too. 

Well  I  guess  that  I  will  close  as  I  cant  think  of  anything  else  to  write  that  would  interest  you. 

Direct  to  Centerville,  Appanoose  Co.,  Iowa. 

R.  A.  Hardy. 

Following  is  a  letter  to  John  Francis  Ballard,  son  of  Nancy  Ball- King  Ballard  from  his 
brother  William  Ballard  who  was  the  father  of  Mrs.  Skewis. 

The  Letter 

I  suppose  that  fellow  will  write  me  to  find  if  I  know  about  the  Balls.  I  can  give  him  little 
information  about  them.  I  can  give  his  mother's  name  and  date  of  birth.  I  got  that  out  of  the 
old  family  Bible  at  Uncle  George  Balls  in  1865,  all  the  rest  I  know  little  about.  (Note)  All 
has  to  do  with  the  Ball  estate.  This  letter  is  signed  by  -  William  Ballard. 


A  letter  from  John  B.  Ball  to  J.  F.  Ballard  follows. 


Bardstown,  Ky.  March  5,  1900 

Dear  Cousin:  Yours  of  Feb.  25th.  is  received;  I  want  to  know  if  Nathan  Ball  still  lives,  where  he 
is  and  does  he  belong  to  that  association?  And  do  you  belong  to  it?  What  does  it  cost  to  belong  to 
it?  You  say  that  the  U.  S.  Congress  has  passed  resolution  to  push  the  sale  of  the  land  in 
Philadelphia.  You  mean  has  passed  a  law  dont  you?  There  is  a  marriage  record  in  Nelson 
County  Clerk's  office,  it  reads  "James  Ball  to  Rachel  Culver,  Sept.  28,  1800;"  Another  Isaac 
Ball  to  Eleanor  King  Jan.  30,  1806.  I  saw  last  Sunday  recorded  in  my  grandfather’s  Bible  the 
birth  of  your  mother,  25th.  day  of  January,  1809.  Mr.  Ritchie  of  this  place  tells  of  seeing 
recently  in  Missouri  paper  an  account  of  a  Mr.  Ball  on  the  eastern  sea  coast  falling  heir  to  two 
millions  of  dollars.  Have  you  heard  of  it?  I  do  not  know  anything  more  than  I  have  already 
written  you . 


Signed  John  B.  Ball. 


Note:  The  John  Ball  who  wrote  the  foregoing  letter  evidently  was  the  second  child  of  James 
Ball,  Jr.  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Holhouser)  Ball,  who  was  born  in  1843  and  married  Elizabeth 
Metcalf. 


Another  Letter  -  copied  as  is . 

The  envelope  has  Star  City,  Ind.  Jan.  29,  1900  postmark  on  it. 

Mr.  William  Ballard,  Jackson,  Minn. 

Star  City,  Ind.  Jan.  28,  1900. 

Dear  brother  and  sister  yours  came  to  hand  in  due  time.  Was  glad  to  know  you  are  still 
in  existence  and  in  good  health.  It  is  an  awful  cold  windy  day  and  the  folks  are  all  away  from 
home .  They  went  yesterday  to  church  over  in  Fulton  County  eight  miles  from  home  and  I 
look  for  them  today.  The  wind  will  be  in  their  face  all  the  way  but  I  and  the  dog  can  keep 
house . 

George  is  in  Michigan,  he  is  not  seventeen  yet  and  ways  170  lbs.  A  man  gave  him  fifty 
dollars  to  go  to  school  on  to  take  a  medical  course  and  says  he  will  pay  all  his  expenses  that 
he  cant  work  out.  Well  Bill  concerning  the  Ball  estate,  I  will  tell  something  that  I  have 
learned,  grandfather  was  borned  in  Penn.  Great  grandfather  was  an  Irishman.  James  Culver 
living  in  Ky.,  now  one  hundred  years  old,  says  great  grandfathers  name  was  James.  The 
attorney  says  they  lived  in  Virginia.  They  lived  in  Kentucky.  They  came  through  the 
Cumberland  gap.  They  lived  in  Bourbon  and  Jessamine  county  and  perhaps  in  other  counties 
of  Kentucky.  He  says  there  were  two  families,  both  of  the  same  branch  they  married  Martha 
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Brumfield.  It  seems  they  split  in  Virginia.  Some  to  Ohio,  others  to  Kentucky.  Grandfather 
was  horned  1778,  died  1858,  80  years.  He  had  three  brothers,  one  sister.  Isaac  settled  near 
the  place  called  Wood  Lawn  in  Nelson  County  and  died  there .  Abraham  settled  near  Lexington, 
Kentucky,  but  dont  know  whether  he  died  there  or  not.  Joseph,  we  dont  know  anything  what 
became  of  him.  Caroline  married  John  Culver  In  1809.  Grandfather  married  1805. 

Attorney  John  S.  Dunham  says  I  am  on  the  right  track.  It  seems  they  have  all  got  the 
evidence  they  want  but  Joseph  the  son  of  Old  William,  he  Dunham,  said  he  has  statements  that 
he  was  the  Sea  Captain,  but  wanted  to  learn  what  I  could  from  Kentucky.  I  had  just  got  a  letter 
from  Thomas  B.  Nichols  of  A1  Fasco  (surely  El  Paso),  Texas,  that  said  Joseph  was  a  great 
land  owner  around  Washington  City.  I  sent  Dunham  the  letter  but  he  has  not  answered  yet.  I 
sent  a  letter  from  him  that  some  other  parties  got  and  he  had  just  been  to  Virginia  and  was  then 
at  Philadelphia.  If  you  write  to  him  be  very  careful,  give  only  what  you  know  of  grandfathers 
family  for  Nathan  Ball  has  given  all  the  family  record.  I  gave  your  name  and  Post  Office  as 
plain  as  I  can  rite.  I  drove  over  to  John  Garriotts  to  see  old  Mrs.  Hamacher  to  learn  Georges 
address .  I  will  send  you  a  letter  I  got  from  James  Ball.  You  can  see  what  he  says  of  it.  As 

soon  as  I  get  another  letter,  I  wil  tell  you  what  he  says.  Well  I  will  close  for  this  time,  yours 
as  ever. 

J.  F .  Ballard. 

(On  the  back  of  this  letter  was  this  notation.)  Mrs.  Thomas  Walker,  Balltown,  Nelson  Co.,  Ky. 

(Note)  From  proven  facts,  we  know  the  above  letter  is  filled  with  mistaken  conclusions.  It 
is  included  here  only  to  indicate  the  thoughts  of  these  people  regarding  this  controversy  over 
this  estate. 


The  following  is  a  newspaper  account,  dated  Dec.  8,  1948. 

Santa  Cruz,  Calif.  Headed;  NANCY  BALL  GEPHART  DIES.  (Note  -  Nathan  Ball’s  oldest  child). 

Mrs.  Nancy  Ball  Gephart,  94,  died  here  this  morning  after  a  short  illness.  A  member  of 
The  Calvary  Episcopal  Church,  Mrs.  Gephart  came  to  Santa  Cruz  eight  years  ago  from  Iowa  to 
make  her  home  with  her  daughters . 

Despite  her  advanced  age,  she  had  a  keen  mind  and  was  alert  with  contemporary  living. 

She  enjoyed  reading  poetry  and  could  quote  extensively  from  numerous  works.  She  was  born 
in  Stacyville,  Iowa,  July  3,  1854  and  was  married  to  the  late  John  B.  Gephart,  December  24, 

1872.  Her  husband  died  in  1932.  They  had  resided  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa. 

She  was  the  mother  of  Miss  Rose  Gephart,  Mrs.  Daisy  G.  Swenson  and  Mrs.  F.  R.  Moore 
of  Santa  Cruz  and  Forest  B.  Gephart  of  Valparaiso,  California.  She  is  also  survived  by  two 
grand  children  and  four  great  grand  children. 

Funeral  services  will  be  conducted  at  White’s  Chapel  Friday,  December  10th  at  10:30 
A.M.  with  Rev.  Norman  Snow  officiating.  Inurnment  in  the  IOOF  crematory. 


More  letters  written  by  Nathan  Ball. 

Miss  Daisy  Gephart,  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  Not  dated. 

My  Dear  Grand  Daughter. 

I  trust  you  will  bear  with  me  in  not  being  more  prompt  to  answer  your  very  kind  and  most 
welcome  letter  that  came  to  hand  sometime  past  as  I  have  been  quite  unwell  part  of  the  time 
and  sickness  and  death  at  your  uncle  Wills.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  one  thing  and  another 
occupied  my  time  so  until  now  I  find  time  to  write  you  a  few  lines .  I  got  a  letter  from  a  cousin 
of  mine  living  in  Kentucky  and  one  from  my  aunt  living  in  Kentucky  also,  and  their  letters 
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required  my  attention  immediately  as  it  was  in  reference  to  a  small  amount  of  money  said  to 
be  coming  to  me  and  the  rest  of  the  Ball  airs  from  my  grandfathers  brothers  estate  only  a  little 
over  a  million  and  a  half  dollars,  but  I  havent  built  any  air  castles  on  the  strength  of  it  as  I 
dont  know  what  the  result  will  be . 

Nathan  Ball. 


In  another  letter  (Not  dated)  he  says; 

I  have  written  my  third  letter  to  Ireland  and  will  let  you  know  the  contents  when  I  hear  again. 


Another  dated  June  24,  1903. 

I  saw  a  little  surprise  in  yesterday  evening  news.  I  saw  a  marriage  license  had  been  issued 
to  one  Mr.  Myers  and  Jenivee  Ball.  I  hope  she  got  a  good  man.  Will  you  please  tell  Mrs.  E. 
Pickier,  your  mothers  aunt,  that  I  had  three  of  my  cousins  to  come  and  see  me,  some  of  us  had 
not  met  in  thirty  years  and  we  had  a  good  old  fashiontime.  George  W.  King  and  wife,  formerly 
of  Texas  but  now  living  in  Bloomington,  Ill.,  and  George  W.  King’s  sister  Rachel  King,  but  now 
Gelaspy,  her  first  husband  was  a  Beedle,  they  live  in  the  south  part  of  state.  George  W.  King  and 
sister  Rachel  is  all  that  is  living  of  uncle  Frank  Kings  family.  Tell  her  that  uncle  James  Kings 
children  are  all  dead  but  William  and  Rachel  and  they  live  here  in  the  city.  Jacob,  John,  George 
that  was  the  cripple,  and  James  are  all  dead.  William  has  his  second  wife.  Rachel  is  a  widow, 
but  been  married.  They  are  all  like  myself,  quite  gray. 

Nathan  Ball . 


More  letters  written  by  Nathan  Ball. 

Oct.  11,  1878 
Columbus,  Ind. 

Dear  Children: 

I  will  try  to  wright  you  a  few  lines  to  let  you  know  where  I  am.  I  stayed  at  uncles  last 
night  and  I  learned  that  your  step  grandma  lives  in  the  city  and  I  am  now  her  house  writing. 
She  is  giving  me  all  the  information  she  can,  but  as  yet  I  cant  give  you  any  flattering  news . 
Your  uncle  John  Harrison  died  and  your  uncle  Walter  is  in  Kansas  and  your  uncle  uncle  Sam 
Nichols  is  in  Illinois.  I  am  going  down  to  Walesboro  this  morning  and  then  I  will  note  about 
the  business  or  at  least  I  hope  to.  I  will  not  have  time  to  see  George  Arnold  until  I  come  back 
for  the  train  will  be  here  soon.  I  was  just  talking  to  your  step  grandmother  what  three  fine 
daughters  I  have  and  her  answer  was  your  mother  was  the  best  and  dearest  little  woman.  No 
more  this  time.  If  you  write,  direct  it  to  Columbus,  Ind.  From  your  affectionate  Dad, 

Nathan  Ball. 


Another. . . . 

June  29,  1879. 

Well  dear  Daughter: 

I  will  try  to  wright  you  a  few  lines  altho  I  am  so  nervous  I  can  hardly  write .  So  you  will 
have  to  bear  with  my  bad  writing.  This  leaves  me  as  usual  only  in  moderate  health.  Billy 
and  Nellie  is  well.  We  read  your  kind  letter  yesterday  and  we  was  truly  glad  to  hear  from 
you  and  to  hear  you  are  all  well  for  health  is  the  best  blessing  we  enjoy. 

Well  my  cousin  George  and  William  King  left  here  one  night  this  week  for  your  town  and  I 
suppose  you  have  seen  them  before  this  time  and  they  can  tell  you  more  than  I  can  think  of  to 
write  but  I  thought  I  would  write  anyhow. 

Well  Nancy  I  went  down  to  Columbus  where  Nellie  was  and  took  her  further  down  the  road 
to  see  connections  and  Nellie  enjoyed  herself  splendidly  as  we  passed  through  the  country. 

I  showed  her  the  grave  in  the  grave  yard  where  her  grandfather  and  grandmother  Harrison  is 
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buried  and  also  where  her  grandmother  Ball  and  my  grandfather  King  is  buried  and  the  house 
that  I  and  your  mother  was  married  in.  It  stands  on  a  hill  close  by  the  railroad.  (NOTE  : 
This  writer,  on  our  trip  in  April,  1956,  attempted  to  locate  these  graves,  but  failed  to  do  so). 
I  only  wish  you  and  Jennie  could  have  been  with  us .  When  I  think  and  look  back  in  my  young 
days  it  only  seems  but  a  short  time,  but  when  I  see  the  many  changes  in  my  old  stomping 
grounds  and  the  gray  hair  on  my  school  mates  as  well  as  myself,  it  makes  me  think  that  it 
wont  be  long  till  I  will  follow  my  friends  that  have  gone  before  me .  It  is  the  prayer  of  your 
father  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  that  when  we  are  called  to  leave  this  world  that  we  may  be 
prepared  to  meet  our  firends  that  has  gone  before  us  where  parting  will  be  no  more .  I  will 
close,  dear  daughter,  for  the  present  as  my  cousins  will  give  you  all  the  news.  I  sent  Jeanie 
my  picture  the  morning  before  my  cousins  came  to  my  house  and  I  intended  to  send  you  one 
as  soon  as  you  wrote  but  as  they  were  coming  out  there  I  thought  I  would  send  it  by  Willie 
King.  I  gave  Nellie  One.  I  only  wish,  dear  daughters,  I  could  send  you  each  a  thousand 
dollars  with  them,  to  make  ammends  for  the  past,  but  forgive  me  as  I  cannot  fulfill  my  wish. 
God  Bless  you  all. 

Nathan  Ball. 


Another  Nathan  Ball  letter. 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Oct.  10,  1909. 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Condra  and  Family: 

I  suppose  you  will  be  surprised  to  know  your  old  uncle,  Nathan  Ball,  has  not  forgotten  you. 

I  had  to  inquire  to  locate  you  and  through  the  kindness  of  your  brother  Joseph  D.  Ball,  I  found 
you  were  near  Eagle,  Arkansas.  This  leaves  us  here  in  Indianapolis  as  well  as  usual  and 
hope  these  few  lines  may  reach  you  and  find  you  and  yours  all  well. 

Now  Mrs.  Lina  my  object  in  writing  you  at  this  time  was  to  locate  you  as  I  am  thinking  of 
coming  to  southern  Missouri  and  Arkansas  and  would  call  on  you  if  I  can  conventiently .  I 
want  you  and  your  husband  to  give  me  the  nearest  and  most  direct  route  to  where  you  live  and 
how  to  reach  your  home,  by  what  railroad  to  come  on  and  where  to  get  off  and  how  near  do 
you  live  to  the  nearest  railroad. 

We  have  a  railroad  running  from  Indianapolis  to  £airo.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Cairo  and 
what  road  would  I  take  from  there?  What  road  would  I  take  if  I  went  by  St.  Louis?  Give  me  all 
the  particulars  as  I  would  like  to  come  the  most  direct  route  as  it  tires  me  to  travel  and  further 
is  there  plenty  of  game  down  there  to  hunt  and  trap  near  you.  If  so  what  kind  of  game  and  how 
is  the  law  there  about  hunting  and  trapping.  Give  me  the  full  particulars  about  what  I  have  in¬ 
quired  on  receipt  of  this  letter.  If  it  aint  too  big  an  undertaking,  I  will  try  to  come  as  I  want  to 
go  to  Oklahoma  as  my  only  brother  now  lives  in  a  town  named  Foss,  Oklahoma,  that  I  have  not 
saw  for  nearly  fifty  years  and  never  saw  any  of  his  children.  I  might  get  you  and  your  husband 
to  move  there  as  they  say  it  is  a  fine  country. 

I  went  to  Iowa  last  June  and  was  gone  two  months  and  had  a  nice  time,  but  come  home  sick 
with  the  hay  fever  but  pretty  well  over  it  now.  Now  in  conclusion  I  want  you  to  write  to  me 
and  give  me  all  the  particulars.  Direct  your  letters  to  me.  Indianapolis,  Ind.  With  my  love 
and  best  wishes  to  you  all  I  remain  as  ever  your  affectionate  uncle. 

Nathan  Ball. 
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211  Great  Brunswick  Street 
Dublin,  17th.  March  1896 


(N.B.)  Ashby  (ESQ) 

U.S. _ _  Nathan  Ball. 

Dear  Sir: 

With  reference  to  the  letter  of  4,  March,  1890,  written  by  (Nathan)  Ball  of  98  (Laca)  Street 
Indianapolis,  Ind.  I  would  be  obliged  if  you  write  informing  him  that  the  records  here  are  not 
open  to  public  inspection  except  on  payment  of  the  necessary  fees,  and  that  if  he  forward  you 
(3  pounds  3  shillings  and  0  pence)  preliminary  expenses  the  necessary  investigation  will  be 
made  into  the  subject  of  his  letter. 

Yours  Respectively, 

P.S.  I  return  your  letter.  John  J.  O’Mears 

(NOTE)  The  words  in  parenthesis,  we  are  not  too  sure  of. 


Another  Letter  relating  to  The  Ball  Estate 

Office  of 

J.  W.  Compton,  M.D. 

Physician  and  Surgeon 
512  Upper  8th  St. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Ball,  Esq.  Melvin  M. 

Dear  Sir:  - 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  11th.  inst.  asking  about  The  Ball  Estate.  The  entire  business 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Ball  Estate  Association  and  the  last  information  I  have  is  that  they 

have  lawyers  in  Philadelphia _ ? _ and  Washington  D.  C.  making  investigations  as  fast 

as  possible.  What  ever  is  made  will  probably  come  at  the  end  of  a  long  drawn  out  law  suit 
unless  there  can  be  a  compromise  made  with  those  holding  the  property.  The  Association  has 
not  time  to  answer  all  letters  of  inquiry  in  detail  and  have  decided  to  answer  none  as  it  would 
be  a  waste  of  time  and  not  profit  anyone  as  there  has  been  nothing  decided  yet. 

Yours  truly,  J.  W.  Compton. 


(More  of  the  same) 

THE  BALL  ESTATE  ASSOCIATION 

Pres.  V.  E.  Ball,  Brookston,  Ind. 

1st  Vice-Pres .  John  Donham,  Cory,  Ind. 

Sec.  Vice-Pres.  Wm.  Richards,  Hopkinsville,  Ky. 
Sec.  &  Treas.  E.  W.  Gans,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
Ass't.  Sec.  Prof.  Henry  B.  Roney,  No.  2506  Ind. 
Ave.  Chicago. 

Executive  Committee. 

J.  W.  Stewart,  Monticello,  Ind. 

A.  W.  Sloan,  Media,  Pa. 

M.  A.  Bender,  Akron,  Ohio. 

L.  S.  Ball,  Ottawa,  Ill. 

Historian  -  J.  E.  Sutton,  Loganport,  Ind. 


Crest  of 
Joseph  Ball 
Washington's 
Grand- Father; 


Evansville,  Ind. 
Sept.  14,  1898. 
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Ira  T.  Ball, 
Windsor,  Mo. 


Mansfield,  Ohio.  3/11/1899. 


Dear  Sir:  - 

In  answer  to  yours  of  3/11/99  would  say  that  the  executive  Committee  are  pushing  the 
investigation  as  rapidly  as  is  consistent  with  thoroughness  and  economy.  We  cannot  hope 
that  the  methods  pursued  would  meet  every  one’s  approval,  but  we  have  acted  according  to 
our  conception  of  the  heir’s  best  interests.  The  progress  we  have  made  has  not  been  rapid 
enough  to  be  satisfactory  to  ourselves,  but  for  reasons  wholly  beyond  our  control. 

If  we  had  agreed  to  pay  red  tape  fees,  doubtless  we  could  have  controlled  the  whole  time 
of  attorneys  selected  and  dictated  when  they  should  do  their  work,  but  the  funds  would  have 
been  exhausted  long  before  the  subject  of  investigation.  Consequently  we  made  contracts  at 
reasonable  rates,  knowing  that  attorneys  would  have  to  have  more  time  to  sandwich  this  in 
with  their  other  work. 

At  Philadelphia  we  have  had  very  hard  work  to  get  a  competent  firm  to  take  hold  of  the 
work  at  all:  No  fewer  than  four  lawyers  have  considered  it,  looked  into  it  far  enough  to  see 
the  size  of  the  job,  and  refused  to  touch  it  for  less  than  half  the  whole  amount  of  our  total 
fund.  We  even  had  a  definite  contract  with  the  best  real  estate  lawyer  in  the  city,  who 
preferred  to  donate  the  work  done  and  be  released  than  to  go  ahead. 

These  difficulties  have  all  consumed  time  and  involved  some  unavoidable  expense,  but 
we  now  have  a  good  firm  to  whom  we  can  tie  and  hope  for  very  early  conclusion  to  the 
essential  parts  of  the  investigation.  The  heirs  must  not  however  get  impatient,  for  we 
cannot  employ  our  whole  time  at  this,  nor  enforce  the  attorneys  to;  neither  is  it  any  afternoon 
job  to  straighten  out  the  snarls  in  this  affair  accumulating  since  1821. 

Many  correspondents  think  we  should  tell  them  all  we  know  to  date;  in  the  first  place, 
attorneys  will  not  give  us  an  opinion  that  investigations  the  next  day  may  cause  them  to 
alter;  neither  will  we;  furthermore  besides  the  time  consumed  in  answering  such  inquiries, 
it  would  be  of  no  value  to  have  an  opinion  from  our  knowledge  of  the  facts .  In  short,  no 
detailed  statement  will  be  issued  until  our  full  and  final  report,  and  no  one  need  be  offended 
at  failure  to  receive  same. 

We  are  rushing  this  fast  as  it  can  be  done,  the  unused  funds  are  in  a  thoroughly  solvent 
bank  drawing  interest,  awaiting  maturity  of  bills.  You  will  get  a  report  as  soon  as  we  can 
give  you  one  that  can  be  relied  upon  as  complete,  but  need  not  expect  it  for  three  or  four 
months  yet.  Pres.  Ball  complains  that  he  is  getting  very  tardy  responses,  or  none  at  all, 
to  his  letters  to  the  heirs  on  their  genealogy,  which  of  course  delay  us  and  give  imperfect 
results. 

Form  #2  -  page  #742.  Very  truly  yours 

E.  W.  Gans,  Sec.  &  Treas. 

The  following  seems  to  be  a  form  letter  (it  is  printed)  mailed  out  to  the  hopeful  by 
(BALL  ESTATE  ASSOCIATION) 

Crest  of  (A  fancy  letterhead.) 

Joseph  Ball 

Washington's  Mansfield,  Ohio.  July  1,  1900 

Grand- Father . 

By  reference  to  the  circular  of  January  28,  1898,  these  statements  will  be  found: 

"It  would  be  folly  to  start  in  on  this  investigation  unless  assured  of  the  necessary 
support,  for  if  we  should  so  start  in  and  be  compelled  to  quit  for  lack  of  funds,  the  results 
would  be  incomplete  and  valueless.  The  work  must  be  conducted  on  a  strictly  cash  basis, 
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as  the  officers  are  forbidden  to  assume  any  personal  liability."  Also,  "No  one  of  your  degree 
of  remove  should  contribute  less  than  $10.00." 

In  our  notice  of  April  27,  1898,  we  say:  "We  repeat  the  recommendation  of  the  February 
notice,  that  every  one  make  his  subscription  at  least  $10.00,  that  no  disastrous  delay  may 
result  from  shortage  of  funds."  Also:  "Any  future  subscriptions  are  wholly  and  entirely  at 
the  option  of  each  member." 

The  notice  of  April  1,  1900,  contains  these  statements:  "The  work  with  which  the  Executive 
Committee  was  charged,  with  the  exception  of  one  item,  is  completed."  Also:  "They  (Opinions, 
records,  etc.)  will  be  printed  in  full,  with  all  necessary  explanatory  correspondence,  with  full 
copies  of  all  deeds  of  record,  etc.  In  short  the  complete  record  from  the  beginning  to  date." 

At  the  last  session  of  the  executive  committee  propositions  for  printing  our  report  were 
considered  and  the  best  one  accepted.  This  provided  for  a  price  per  page  of  printed  matter. 

A  rough  estimate  of  our  copy  showed  that  the  book  would  run  over  two-hundred  pages.  After 
some  tests  we  agreed  with  printer  to  reduce  the  size  of  type  and  spacing  so  about  twenty  per 
cent  more  matter  would  go  on  a  page.  With  all  these  precautions  we  still  find  that  the  book 
will  be  double  or  more  our  original  estimate  of  size,  the  record  and  tabulated  matter  setting 
up  very  rapidly.  We  had  figured  on  a  stiff  back,  cloth  binding,  but  must  abandon  that  on 
account  of  cost. 

The  remaining  item  of  investigation  referred  to  in  April,  1900,  notice  has  added  a 
considerable  amount  to  the  printed  matter  and  our  bill  for  attorneys  fee  also. 

The  committee  feared  a  shortage  of  funds  at  the  time  the  last  notice  was  sent  out,  but 
decided  to  say  nothing  then,  hoping  that  the  subscriptions  for  extra  copies  and  the  payment 
of  delinquent  installments  on  original  subscriptions  would  provide  us  with  a  sufficient  sum 
to  meet  all  bills  and  quit  even.  In  that  we  have  been  disappointed,  however,  as  only  a  half 
dozen  delinquents  paid  any  attention  to  the  request  made  to  settle  up,  and  not  more  than  one- 
fifth  the  number  of  extra  copies  were  subscribed  for  what  we  expected.  The  copy  for  the 
book  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  with  instructions  to  set  the  type  as  long  as  our  funds  hold 
out  at  the  agreed  rate  and  then  stop.  The  undersigned  has  read  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pages  of  proof.  Very  little  can  now  be  done  until  the  members  put  up  the  funds  to  complete 
the  work.  This  is  purely  a  business  proposition,  viz;  shall  we  put  up  a  small  additional 
amount  to  complete  the  work  or  let  it  stand  as  it  is? 

The  items  to  be  covered  are  (1)  a  balance  due  attorneys  of  about  One-hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars;  (2)  cost  of  printing  and  binding  the  report;  (3)  this  notice,  mailing 
report,  postage  and  express  on  same  and  sundry  small  items.  The  funds  on  hand  amount  to 
less  than  half  the  sum  needed.  A  further  remittance  of  one  dollar  ($1.00)  from  each  member 
will  enable  us  to  complete  the  work  immediately  and  pay  all  bills  as  we  go.  It  will  also 
enable  us  to  furnish  all  members  who  have  paid  $10.00  two  copies. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  had  our  original  suggestions  of  ten  dollar  subscriptions  been 
carried  out,  this  circular  would  be  saved,  and  this  notice  and  awaiting  results  must  of 
necessity  delay  matters  at  least  thirty  days  longer. 

Please  understand,  therefore,  by  the  action  of  the  executive  committee,  the  work  is  at  a 
standstill  until  this  notice  is  responded  to;  that  we  cannot  force  you  to  pay  this  $1.00  if  you 
don't  want  to,  and  we  will  not  attempt  it,  but  you  cannot  expect  the  report  until  you  do;  that 
those  delinquent  on  subscriptions  must  pay  up  the  balance  subscribed  and  this  $1 .00  too  if 
they  want  a  report;  that  all  the  extra  copies  you  can  get  subscriptions  for  on  blanks  already 
sent  out  will  help  that  much;  that  we  are  sorry  this  call  cannot  be  avoided,  but  cannot  see  any 
other  way  out  of  the  situation;  that  having  used  all  possible  economy  in  the  expenditure  of 
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funds  entrusted  to  us,  we  challenge  anyone  to  duplicate  our  work  for  four  times  the  money  it 
will  cost  us,  including  this  call;  that  your  promptness  in  replying  will  be  an  accommodation 
to  all.  Don't  write  us  a  history  of  your  financial  condition,  etc.,  but  just  get  a  one  dollar 
bill,  enclose  it  carefully  wrapped  in  an  envelope  and  mail  to  the  undersigned  at  once,  or  get 
a  post  office  money  order  payable  to  the  undersigned.  Don't  expect  a  receipt.  If  you  want 
one  send  by  registered  mail.  Don't  send  personal  checks  on  local  banks  for  so  small  a  sum. 

They  are  a  nuisance  to  every  bank  handling  them  and  cost  us  exchange . 

Address  all  communications  to  the  undersigned. 

E .  W .  Gans 

No.  219  West  First  Street,  Mansfield,  Ohio. 


Many  years  ago  a  young  stenographer  in  my  office  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident 
in  the  outskirts  of  Oklahoma  City .  Another  girl  working  in  the  office  at  the  time,  found  the 
following  poem  and  mailed  it  to  the  deceased's  mother.  This  writer,  thinking  it  expresses 
many  beautiful  thoughts,  included  it  here. 


The  Poem  (Author  Unknown) 

"I'll  lend  you  for  a  little  time  a  child  of  mine,"  He  said, 

'For  you  to  love  the  while  she  lives,  and  mourn  for  when  she's  dead. 
It  may  be  six  or  seven  years  or  twenty  two  or  three, 

But  will  you,  till  I  call  her  back,  take  care  of  her  for  me? 

She  11  bring  her  charms  to  gladden  you,  and  should  her  stay  be  brief, 
You  11  have  her  lovely  memories  as  solace  for  your  grief. 

I  cannot  promise  she  will  stay,  since  all  from  earth  return, 

But  there  are  lessons  taught  down  there  I  want  this  child  to  learn. 

I've  looked  this  wide  world  over  in  my  search  for  teachers  true, 

And  from  the  throngs  that  crowd  life’s  lanes,  I  have  selected  you. 
Now  will  you  give  her  all  your  love,  nor  think  the  labor  vain, 

Nor  hate  me  when  I  come  to  call  to  take  her  back  again?" 

I  fancied  that  I  heard  them  say,  "Dear  Lord,  Thy  will  be  done, 

For  all  the  joy  Thy  child  shall  bring,  the  risk  of  grief  we'll  run. 

We  11  shelter  her  with  tenderness,  we'll  love  her  while  we  may, 

And  for  the  happiness  we've  known,  forever  grateful  stay. 

But  should  the  angels  call  for  her  much  sooner  than  we've  planned, 

We  11  brave  the  bitter  grief  that  comes  and  try  to  understand." 


God  Give  Us  Men 

God  give  us  men.  The  time  demands  strong  minds,  great 
hearts,  true  faith  and  willing  hands. 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  office  does  not  kill: 

Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy: 

Men  who  possess  opinions  and  a  will; 

Men  who  can  stand  before  a  demagogue 

And  damn  his  treacherous  flatteries  without  winking; 

Tall  men,  sun  crowned,  who  live  above  the  fog 
In  public  duty  and  in  private  thinking. 

For  while  the  rabble  with  their  thumb  worn  creeds, 

Their  large  professions  and  their  little  deeds, 

Mingle  in  selfish  strife;  Lo  Freedom  weeps, 

Wrong  rules  the  land,  and  waiting  justice  sleeps. 
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CHAPTER  -V- 


James  Simpson  Ball,  his  children  and  their  families 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  trace  the  source  or  origin  of  the  name  Simpson,  the  middle 
name  of  James  Simpson  Ball.  The  following,  though  conjecture,  is  the  most  likely  answer 
found  by  this  writer.  William  Ball,  the  father  of  James  Simpson  Ball,  was  born  in  Kentucky, 
in  1805  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Nelson  County.  This  was  about  the  time  stories  of  John 
Simpson,  a  Kentucky  soldier  and  statesman,  were  prevalent  and  his  great  feats  of  heroism 
and  death  were  on  the  tongues  of  all.  Although  it  is  supposition,  it  is  probable  that  William 
Ball  in  admiring  Captain  John  Simpson  as  a  great  hero  of  that  day,  named  his  youngest  son 
in  his  honor.  For  the  biography  of  Captain  John  Simpson,  see  "History  of  Kentucky"  by 
Richard  H.  Collins,  page  722. 

Simpson  County  was  formed  in  1819  out  of  part  of  Logan,  Warren  and  Allen  Counties, 
and  named  after  Captain  John  Simpson.  Captain  John  Simpson,  after  whom  Simpson  County 
was  named,  migrated  with  his  father  from  Virginia  to  Lincoln  County,  Kentucky,  at  an  early 
day.  His  first  experience  in  war  on  a  large  scale  against  the  Indians  was  under  General 
Wayne,  at  the  battle  of  Fallen  Timbers  in  1794.  At  the  instance  of  the  lamented  Colonel 
John  Allen,  he  afterwards  removed  to  Shelbyville,  studied  law  and  entered  upon  the  practice 
there,  rapidly  attaining  success  and  distinction.  He  represented  Shelby  County  in  the 
legislature  in  1806,  1809,  1810  and  1811  and  at  the  last  session  was  chosen  speaker.  In 
August,  1812,  he  was  elected  to  Congress. 

When  the  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  rights  and  interests  of  The  United  States 
led  to  a  declaration  of  war,  Kentucky  was  called  upon  to  furnish  5,500  men,  as  her  quota  of 
the  100,000  authorized  by  Congress  to  be  received  into  the  service.  Mr.  Simpson  raised  a 
company  of  riflemen,  as  part  of  the  regiment  of  his  old  friend,  Colonel  John  Allen,  which 
became  a  part  of  General  John  Payne's  Brigade  and  marched  with  the  first  troops  from 
Kentucky  to  reinforce  General  Hull  at  Detroit.  Captain  Simpson's  company  participated  in 
the  gallant  but  disastrous  event  at  River  Raisin,  where  Allen  and  Simpson  both  sealed  their 
devotion  to  their  country  by  their  blood. 


As  hereinbefore  stated,  James  Simpson  Ball  married  Mary  Ann  Sidwell  in  Lancaster, 
Missouri,  February  26,  1853.  The  names  of  their  children  were  reproduced  from  the  pages 
of  the  family  Bible  of  James  Simpson  Ball,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  inserted  herein. 

William  David  Ball  (known  as  Dave)  was  born  in  Schuyler  County,  Missouri,  August  1, 
1855.  He  was  a  stationary  engineer.  He  married  Safrona  Henry  Dillon,  July  13,  1872  in 
Benton  County,  Missouri.  She  was  born  February  22,  1856  and  died  in  Miami,  Oklahoma, 
September  3,  1920.  He  died  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  in  Washita  County,  October  24,  1927.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Dave  Ball  plot,  numbered 
537  of  the  Jackson  Cemetery,  2nd  addition,  Carterville,  Missouri.  Their  children  were  as 
follows: 

Columbus  Marshall  Ball,  born  August  6,  1878  near  Lincoln,  Missouri.  He  married 
Bertha  See,  April  13,  1901,  license  recorded  in  book  (G)  at  page  315  of  the  records  in 
Warsaw,  Missouri.  She  was  born  in  Warsaw,  Missouri,  February  4,  1878  and  died  in 
Odessa,  Missouri,  November  26,  1949.  They  had  Forest  M.  Ball,  a  daughter,  now  Mrs. 

Basil  Lycan  of  Odessa,  Missouri.  She  was  born  September  14,  1902  in  Cole  Camp,  Missouri. 
Other  children  were:  Doris  Ann  Ball,  born  in  Warsaw,  Missouri,  January  31,  190  ?  ,  now 
Mrs.  R.  A.  McKeehan  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Murrel  Julian  Ball,  born  in  Warsaw, 
Missouri,  July  29,  1904.  He  was  killed  in  an  automobile  accident  on  highway  No.  41  near 
Odessa,  Missouri,  August  17,  1929;  Effie  Price  Ball,  born  in  Warsaw,  Missouri,  March  6, 
1907  and  is  now  Mrs.  K.  E.  Allmon,  Denver,  Colorado.  Denny  Gerald  Ball  was  born  in 
Warsaw,  Missouri,  March  25,  1917  and  is  now  living  in  Phoenix,  Arizona. 
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The  second  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Clellie  Ann 
Ball,  born  near  Lincoln,  Missouri,  December  8,  1881 .  She  married  William  P.  Hart  and 
they  had  John  W.  Hart,  who  is  now  (1956)  48  years  of  age,  and  lives  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 
Other  children  of  this  couple  were:  Wilson  P.  Hart,  age  42,  with  the  New  Era  Newspaper  in 
Hot  Springs,  Arkansas;  Robert  Ball  Hart,  age  36,  living  in  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas;  and  Helen 
Hart,  now  Mrs.  C.  A.  Williams  of  Cibolo,  Texas.  William  P.  Hart  died  in  Cotton  Plant, 
Arkansas,  and  Clellie  Ball  Hart,  died  in  Nashville,  Arkansas.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Hart 
family  plot  in  the  Hollywood  cemetery  in  Hot  Springs,  Arkansas. 

The  third  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Thomas  Elmer 
Ball,  who  was  born  near  Lincoln,  Missouri,  June  27,  1883  and  died  August  23,  1949  in 
Canon  City,  Colorado.  He  was  a  painter.  He  married  Edna  Jane  Buck  in  Foss,  Oklahoma, 

June  16,  1908.  (See  records  at  Cordell,  the  county  seat,  in  book  (4)  at  page  (507).  She  was 
born  June  15,  1886  and  died  in  Yukon,  Oklahoma,  May  4,  1931  and  is  buried  in  the  Yukon 
cemetery  in  the  E  1/2  of  lot  8  in  block  1 .  They  had  Vera  Evelyn  Ball,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma, 
January  18,  1911,  now  Mrs.  Russell  Sampson  of  Oklahoma  City;  Ruth  Mae  Ball,  born  in  Lamar, 
Colorado,  April  26,  1915,  now  Mrs.  C.  I.  Blackwood  of  Oklahoma  City;  Tommie  Lee  Ball, 
born  in  Yukon,  Oklahoma,  May  7,  1917;  Frances  M.  Ball,  born  in  Yukon,  Oklahoma,  August 
13,  1919,  now  Mrs.  Richard  L.  Burton  of  Oklahoma  City;  Virginia  Rose  Ball,  born  in  Yukon, 
Oklahoma,  January  20,  1921.  The  second  marriage  of  Thomas  Elmer  Ball  was  to  Nora  May 
Huffman  at  Canon  City,  Colorado,  February  8,  1942.  She  was  born  in  Indiana,  April  23, 

1881. 

The  fourth  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Maude 
Dessie  Ball,  born  June  27,  1884,  near  Lincoln,  Missouri,  and  died  April  28,  1934,  in 
Whittier,  California.  She  married  Charles  Warren  Wright,  who  was  born  October  8,  1873 
in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Norwalk,  California,  February  7,  1954.  They  had 
Amelia  Ramane  Wright,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  October  9,  1907,  now  Mrs.  E.  F.  Austin 
in  Norwalk,  California;  Richard  Henry  Wright,  born  in  Webb  City,  Missouri,  February  10, 
1910,  now  living  in  Woodlake,  California;  Ocie  Clell  Wright,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  May 
21,  1912,  now  Mrs.  E.  T.  Gold  of  Norwalk,  California;  Charles  Warren  Wright,  Jr.,  born 
in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  July  22,  1914  now  living  in  Santa  Ana,  California,  and  Pearl  Valentine 
Wright,  born  in  Carterville,  Missouri,  February  14,  1917. 

The  fifth  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Lloyd  Calvin 
Ball,  born  near  Lincoln,  Missouri  March  5,  1889.  He  was  killed  while  sitting  in  his  parked 
automobile  on  the  streets  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  when  a  Negro  driving  another  car  ran  into 
the  one  in  which  he  was  sitting.  This  was  on  December  27,  1928.  He  first  married  Beulah 
Stevenson  on  January  28,  1908.  (See  records  at  Arapaho,  Custer  County,  at  page  370  of  the 
1909  records).  Their  children  were  Emory  Ball,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  April  16,  1910, 
now  living  in  Van  Nuys,  California;  and  Gladys  Ball,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  February  2, 

1912,  now  Mrs.  Gladys  Barnum  and  living  in  Sherman  Oaks,  California. 

Lloyd  Calvin  Ball’s  second  marriage  was  to  Genie  Johnson  in  Oklahoma  City,  January  1, 

1921.  She  was  born  in  Nashville,  Arkansas,  June  19,  1888.  He  was  33  and  she  was  32 
years  old.  They  had  Pauline  Elizabeth  Ball,  born  in  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  September  14, 

1922,  now  Mrs.  O.  V.  Silvey  of  Killeen,  Texas;  Lloyd  C.  Ball,  born  in  Kerrville,  Texas, 

May  7,  1924  and  is  now  living  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Their  third  is  Joanna  Ball,  born  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  February  4,  1926,  now 
Mrs.  E.  R.  White  of  Norfolk,  Virginia.  The  fourth  child  is  Lois  Irene  Ball  (an  invalid  from 
birth),  born  September  3,  1927  and  now  living  with  her  mother  in  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

Not  until  this  writer  had  done  considerable  searching  for  the  many  individuals  comprising 
this  vast  family  tree,  did  any  information  appear  regarding  the  two  sets  of  children  of  the 
foregoing  Lloyd  Calvin  Ball.  In  due  time,  after  these  two  families  were  located,  they  met 
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for  the  first  time.  (However,  some  of  them  haven’t  seen  each  other  as  yet).  In  the  summer 
of  1956  the  above  named  Lloyd  Ball,  the  son  of  Lloyd  Calvin  Ball  by  his  second  wife,  together 
with  his  family,  made  a  special  trip  to  Van  Nuys,  California,  to  meet  his  half  brother  and 
half  sister  for  the  first  time.  This  brought  forth  a  large  family  reunion  held  in  Woodlake, 
California.  One  of  these  brothers  was  45  years  of  age  and  the  other  32.  It  was  reported  a 
grand  time  was  had  by  all. 

The  sixth  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Alice  Ida  Ball, 
born  in  Cole  Camp,  Missouri,  July  10,  1892.  She  married  Earl  Buster  Wagnon  at  Foss, 
Oklahoma,  June  16,  1909.  He  was  born  May  1,  1888  at  Chickasha,  Oklahoma.  They  had 
Earl  Marion  Wagnon,  July  10,  1910  at  Foss,  Oklahoma;  and  Emma  Pauline  Wagnon,  born 
August  4,  1911  at  Foss,  Oklahoma.  She  married  Eugene  C.  Culp  at  Cordell,  Oklahoma, 
December  3,  1935.  He  died  April  6,  1949  at  Porterville,  California.  Their  third  child 
was  Henry  William  Wagnon,  born  September  18,  1914  at  Foss,  Oklahoma.  Verna  Cleo 
Wagnon,  their  fourth  child,  was  born  June  19,  1917  at  Stafford,  Oklahoma.  She  married 
Raymond  C .  Bank  in  Oakland,  California,  October,  1934.  He  was  born  April  3,  1917,  in 
Missouri.  Geraldine  Wagnon,  their  fifth  child,  was  born  May  2,  1919  in  Foss,  Oklahoma. 
She  married  Wallace  Moyle  at  Reno,  Nevada  October  23,  1944.  He  was  born  in  Cutler, 
California,  date  not  known. 

The  seventh  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Pearl 
Elizabeth  Ball,  born  October  1,  1894,  near  Lincoln,  Missouri.  She  married  Richard  Berry 
Hemphill.  He  was  born  August  16,  1888,  in  Lindsay,  California.  They  had  Maudine 
Jeanett  Hemphill,  born  in  Carterville,  Missouri,  December  10,  1918.  She  married  Ivan 
Phillips  in  Porterville,  California,  January  10,  1938.  Their  second  child  was  Mary  Lou 
Hemphill,  born  in  Maysville,  Arkansas,  July  9,  1921.  She  married  John  William  Eidson, 
December  14,  1937  in  Las  Vegas,  Nevada.  Their  third  child  was  Clayton  Richard  Hemphill, 
born  in  Strathmore,  California,  September  11,  1924.  Their  fourth  and  youngest  child  was 
Anita  Joyce  Hemphill,  born  in  Lemon  Grove,  California,  August  26,  1931.  She  married 
Robert  Bodine  June  22,  1950  and  now  lives  in  Bakersfield,  California. 

The  eighth  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Helen  Bertha 
Ball,  born  in  Cole  Camp,  Missouri,  November  10,  1898.  She  died  at  Carterville,  Missouri, 
July  22,  1918  and  is  buried  in  the  Dave  Ball  family  plot  in  Jackson  cemetery  2nd  addition, 
near  her  father  and  mother.  The  date  on  her  tombstone  gives  the  date  of  her  birth  as  being 
in  1888  and  is  in  error  ten  years,  her  true  date  of  birth  being  in  1898.  She  was  never 
married . 

The  ninth  child  of  William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife  Safrona  Ball  was  Lee  David 
Ball,  born  in  Cole  Camp,  Missouri,  January  25,  1900.  He  was  a  painter.  He  died  in 
Oklahoma  City,  October  29,  1949.  He,  as  well  as  his  brother  Lloyd,  the  fifth  child,  was  in 
France  with  the  United  States  Army  during  World  War  One.  He  married  Lenna  Desta  Boyer 
in  Webb  City,  Missouri,  September  27,  1919.  She  was  born  in  Herculaneum,  Missouri,  in 
St  Francis,  County,  November  28,  1901.  Their  first  child  was  Helen  Rommayne  Ball,  born 
in  Miami,  Oklahoma,  August  10,  1920.  The  remaining  children  of  this  couple  were  Hubert 
Lee  Ball,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  May  18,  1924;  William  Calvin  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma 
City,  September  15,  1926;  Robert  Franklin  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  February  21,  1929; 
Paul  Milburn  Ball,  born  in  Webb  City,  Missouri,  June  30,  1931;  Roy  Max  Ball,  born  in 
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  August  16,  1934;  Anna  Mae  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  June  1, 
1938  and  Charles  Lawrence  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  August  29,  1941. 

William  David  (Dave)  Ball  and  his  wife,  Safrona  Ball,  had  other  children  but  they  died  in 
infancy . 
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The  second  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  Mary  Ann  (Sidwell)  Ball,  his  wife,  was 
Samuel  Marion  Ball,  born  in  Iowa,  May  15,  1857.  He  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  July  28  1933 
and  was  buried  at  Watonga,  Oklahoma.  He  was  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  176  A  F  &  A  M 

at  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  and  was  buried  with  Masonic  Honors.  (See  the  following  Resolution 
oi  that  lodge). 


A .  A .  Speece,  W.  M. 


RESOLUTION 

S.  I.  Swanson,  Sec. 
Lodge  No.  176  A.F.  &  A.M. 

Watonga,  Oklahoma 
August  10,  1933. 


“*ion>  by  the  Watonga  Lodge.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  For  Brother  Samuel 
M.  Ball . 


Whereas,  The  Great  Creator  of  The  Universe  has  called  our  Worthy  Brother  Samuel  M.  Ball 
from  this  earthly  sphere,  to  the  Great  Beyond.  Be  it  resolved,  by  the  membership  of  this 
o  ge,  that  they  hereby  extend  to  his  bereaved  family,  its  deep  sympathy  and  regrets,  in  the 
loss  of  their  father,  and  our  brother,  and  commend  them  to  the  great  Father  above,  who  bv 
his  watchful  care  and  wisdom  is  able  to  soothe  the  sorrows  of  those  who  mourn. 

Brother  Ball  having  been  a  member  of  The  Masonic  Fraternity  for  the  past  forty- two 

years,  gives  ample  proof  of  his  untiring  devotion  to  the  order  and  an  example  of  his  faithfulness 
to  the  principles  of  Masonry. 

It  is  hereby  resolved,  that  the  charter  of  the  Watonga  Lodge  No.  176,  A.F.  and  A.M.  be 

draped  in  mourning  for  thirty  days,  as  a  token  of  our  sorrow  in  the  loss  of  our  Brother 
Samuel  M.  Ball. 

It  is  resolved,  that  these  resolutions  be  entered  in  the  minutes  of  the  Lodge  at  its  next 

regular  meeting  and  a  copy  of  the  same  be  delivered  to  the  bereaved  family  of  Brother  Samuel 
M.  Ball. 

Ed.  S.  Wheelock 

Resolution  Committee - F.  B.  Pitts 

E.  H.  Lookabaugh 


Samuel  Marion  Ball  was  first  married  to  Margaret  Ransdell  on  April  6,  1879  in  Warsaw 
Missouri.  See  records  in  Warsaw  Book  (C)  at  page  169.  To  this  union  a  daughter.  Rose, 
was  born.  She  married  James  Rogers  and  is  living  in  Sedalia,  Missouri. 


The  second  marriage  of  Samuel  Marion  Ball  was  to  Sarah  Farr,  (Aunt  Sally  to  this  writer). 
She  was  born  November  11,  1856  and  died  at  Greenfield,  Oklahoma,  March  15,  1931.  She  is 
burted  in  the  Samuel  M.  Ball  family  plot  at  Watonga,  Oklahoma.  Their  first  child,  James 
Claud  Ball  (known  as  Claud,  was  born  in  Sedalia,  Missouri,  May  14,  1881.  He  came  to 
Okiahoma  with  his  parents  about  1900  and  has  been  engaged  in  the  farming  and  cattle  business 
ail  Pis  life.  He  has  been  very  successful  and  is  well  known  throughout  all  of  Blaine  Countv, 
having  lived  there  continuously  from  1900  to  the  present  day. 


He  married  Jessie  Belle  Huckleberry  in  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  February  4,  1906,  and  on 
February  4,  1956,  at  their  home  in  Watonga,  they  celebrated  their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary. 
She  was  born  in  Julian,  Nebraska,  September  11,  1885.  Their  children  are  Carrie  Opal  Ball 

w’  l9°2’  *n  Watonga  (as  were  all  of  the  following):  Sam  Mellote  Ball,  born  September 

r4  a  Merl(l  Bal1,  born  SePtember  22,  1914;  Robert  Roy  Ball,  born  March  13,  1919; 
Gladys  Elnora  Ball,  born  December  27,  1922,  and  Jack  Carl  Ball,  born  February  9,  1926 
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The  second  child  of  Samuel  M.  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Farr)  Ball  was  Myrtle  May  Ball, 
born  in  Dugginsville,  Missouri,  Ozark  County,  April  16,  1887.  Her  first  marriage  was  to 
Adolph  D.  Miller  at  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  on  March  19,  1905.  He  was  born  in  Turrent  County, 
Texas,  May  2,  1884,  and  died  at  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  November  25,  1931.  They  had  two 
children,  Ruth  Miller,  born  November  5,  1907  at  Cheyenne,  Oklahoma,  and  Lawerence 
Miller,  born  July  14,  1914  also  in  Cheyenne,  Oklahoma. 

The  second  marriage  of  Myrtle  May  (Ball-Miller)  was  to  William  Harrison  Adcock  at 
Watonga,  Oklahoma,  September  5,  1934.  He  was  born  February  20,  1880,  in  Clintonville, 
Missouri,  in  Cedar  County .  They  had  no  children. 

The  third  child  of  Samuel  M.  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Farr)  Ball  was  Mary  L.  (Molly) 

Ball,  born  July  3,  1883  and  died  January  1,  1915.  She  married  John  Luther  McClure .  He 
was  born  September  18,  1881  and  died  in  Blaine  County,  near  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  April  1, 
1917.  Their  children  were  Fern  McClure,  born  February  7,  1907  in  Blaine  County, 

Oklahoma;  and  Richard  McClure,  born  also  in  Blaine  County,  May  30,  1908. 

The  fourth  and  youngest  child  of  Samuel  M.  Ball  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Farr)  Ball  was 
Shelly  B.  Ball,  born  September  1,  1890,  in  Oakland,  Arkansas,  Marion  County .  He  married 
Lucy  Edna  White  at  Geary,  Oklahoma,  January  20,  1912.  She  was  born  January  20,  1894,  in 
Burr  Oak,  Jewell  County,  Kansas.  They  had  Everett  Blaine  Ball,  born  January  24,  1913  at 
Watonga,  Oklahoma;  Myrtle  Rose  Ball,  born  July  23,  1914  at  Greenfield,  Oklahoma;  and  Sarah 
May  Ball,  born  March  21,  1916  also  at  Greenfield,  Oklahoma. 

This  concludes  the  family  of  Samuel  Marion  Ball.  He  was  a  farmer  and  also  was  engaged 
in  the  leather  tanning  business  for  many  years  in  partnership  with  one  of  his  brothers,  George 
T.  Ball. 

Samuel  Marion  Ball,  (always  Uncle  Sam  to  this  writer)  will  always  hold  a  warm  spot  in  my 
heart,  not  that  I  have  chosen  favorites  among  my  uncles,  the  brothers  of  my  father,  but  on 
several  occasions  during  my  boyhood,  I  was  more  closely  associated  with  this  uncle.  During 
these  years  we  were  living  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  while  he  was  on  his  farm  four  miles  west  of 
Greenfield,  or  about  twelve  miles  southwest  of  Watonga,  in  Blaine  County,  Oklahoma,  a 
distance  of  about  seventy-five  miles  from  my  home. 

Uncle  George  and  his  family  lived  in  Foss  and  for  business  reasons  it  was  often  necessary 
for  the  uncle  at  Greenfield  to  be  in  our  town.  It  was  during  these  trips  that  I  was  given  the 
opportunity  to  return  home  with  my  uncle  and  on  two  occasions,  I  was  allowed  to  go  and  stay 
for  three  or  four  weeks . 

There  being  no  boys  my  age  near  his  farm  home,  for  my  companions,  I  was  always  with 
him.  Where  he  went,  I  went  also.  I  always  enjoyed  my  visits  to  this  farm  and  both  my  uncle 
and  my  aunt  were  most  kind  to  me  and  for  this  I  have  always  remembered  my  visits  there  as 
being  one  of  the  highlights  of  my  boyhood  days . 

I  shall  always  remember  churning  for  my  aunt  and  I  can  recall  the  sound  of  the  old 
long-handled  dasher  as  I  did  this  chore  for  her.  I  also  remember  that  my  Uncle  Sam  never 
missed  having  fun  at  my  expense,  when  the  opportunity  presented  itself.  The  most  vivid 
instance  of  this  levity  happened  one  Sunday  and  it  has  remained  in  this  writer's  memory  ever 
since . 


The  Wolf-Ah-Fauntis 

On  this  particular  Sunday,  he,  as  most  farmers  do  occasionally,  decided  to  take  a  walk 
over  the  farm,  looking  over  the  crops,  laying  his  plans  for  the  coming  week  and,  I  suppose, 
weighing  his  problems  generally. 
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On  this  walk,  I  was  at  his  heels  from  the  beginning.  In  passing  the  barn  he  picked  up  an 
old  hammer  and  put  it  into  his  pocket.  Boylike,  and  being  full  of  questions,  I  asked  why  the 
hammer  (Later,  I  learned  fencing  needs  staples  occasionally).  But  here  he  saw  a  chance 
for  some  fun  and  mentioned  we  might  see  a  Wolf-Ah-Fauntis,  a  very  dangerous  animal. 

With  this  he  turned  and  called  the  dogs  to  help  us  in  case  we  did.  I  have  no  idea  where  he 
got  the  name,  but  he  came  up  with  it  immediately  and  it  was  sufficient  for  his  purpose.  He 
had  me  sold,  no  doubt  about  it.  I  stuck  close  with  him,  the  hammer  and  the  dogs. 

On  this  farm,  he  had  a  machine  for  weaving  wire  fencing.  It  could  be  set  up  in  the  fence 
row  and  the  wire  could  be  woven  as  the  fence  was  being  built.  It  stood  probably  five  or  six 
feet  in  height  and  had  a  seat  similar  to  a  cultivator  seat.  All  the  week  before,  while  my 
uncle  was  plowing  in  his  lower  field,  I  had  played  on  this  old  machine  and  should  have 
recognized  it  from  a  great  distance.  However,  this  walk  on  that  Sunday  morning  proved 
otherwise.  As  we  neared  the  lower  end  of  his  alfalfa  field,  we  came  to  a  small  ravine,  and 
I  saw  the  outline  of  something  through  the  tall  weeds  that  had  grown  up  on  either  side  of  the 
•  I  immediately  asked  what  it  was .  He  answered,  "By  Golly,  there  is  one  of  those 
Wolf-Ah-Fauntis"  .  I  would  have  turned  and  run,  but  he  had  the  hammer,  so  I  stuck  by  his 
side.  He  began  creeping  up  on  this  object  and  called  the  dogs  to  make  the  effect  more'real. 
When  we  were  within  fifteen  feet  of  it,  he  jumped  and  yelled  and  when  he  did  this  I  came  out 
o  my  frightened  trance  and  recognized  the  machine  I  had  been  playing  on  for  several  days . 
After  this  writer  was  grown  and  I  had  a  family  of  my  own,  this  uncle  always  laughed  about 
the  time  we  saw  the  Wolf-Ah-Fauntis.  He  was  a  grand  old  man. 


The  third  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Sidwell)  Ball,  was  John 
Levander  Ball,  born  in  Missouri,  February  25,  1860.  He  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma, 
October  21,  1932,  and  is  buried  in  Memorial  Park  cemetery  in  Oklahoma  City.  He  was 
married  to  Belle  Veretta  Phoebe  Baker,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's  father  in  Benton  County, 
Missouri,  on  September  27,  1885.  (See  book  (D)  page  267  of  the  records  at  Warsaw, 
Missouri).  John  Ball  was  a  carpenter.  His  wife  was  born  September  1,  1868,  died  in 
Oklahoma  City  March  19,  1935,  and  is  buried  in  Memorial  Park  cemetery.  Their  first  child 
was  William  Marion  Ball  born  in  1886.  He  died  when  but  four  months  old.  Earnest  Monroe 
Ball,  the  second  child  was  born  May  27,  1888,  near  Carrolton,  Arkansas.  He  was  a 
carpenter.  He  married  Geneva  McClure  in  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  August  18,  1906.  She  was 
born  in  St.  Clair  County,  Missouri,  December  20,  1887.  They  had  Levander  Mason  Ball, 
born  m  Watonga,  Oklahoma,  September  21,  1907;  Gladys  Lillian  Ball,  born  in  Watonga 
Oklahoma  August  20,  1909;  Florence  Oriola  Ball  born  also  in  Watonga,  Oklahoma  October 
6,  1911;  Warren  Glynn  Ball,  born  in  Britton,  Oklahoma,  March  5,  1920  and  died  in  Oklahoma 
City,  December  24,  1935;  and  Lawrence  Elwood  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  January  6,  1922. 

The  third  child  of  John  Levander  Ball  and  his  wife  Belle  (Baker)  Ball  was  Mary  Catherine 
Ball,  born  in  Windsor,  Missouri,  August  12,  1890.  She  married  William  Lacy  Jolly  in 
^ooFah°’°skl*h0ma’  December  24>  !907 .  He  was  bom  in  Jackson  County,  Texas,  May  25, 
?V1drenWere  Minnie  Adaline  Jolly,  born  in  Carson,  Oklahoma,  December  15, 
1908,  Maudie  Belle  Jolly,  born  also  in  Carson,  Oklahoma  June  10,  1910;  Clifford  Oral  Jolly, 
born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  January  22,  1912  and  died  in  Lookeba,  Oklahoma,  May  5,  1914- 
Samuel  Edward  Jolly,  born  October  6,  1914,  in  Lookeba,  Oklahoma;  Myrtle  Rosetta  Jolly, 
born  also  in  Lookeba,  September  29,  1916;  Erma  Nadine  Jolly,  born  in  Oklahoma  City, 

April  17,  1920;  Vernon  Leon  Jolly,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  June  30,  1922;  Kenneth  Lacy 
Jolly,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  November  19,  1924;  William  Donald  Jolly,  born  in  Oklahoma 
City,  December  5,  1926;  Wanda  Ruth  Jolly,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  December  30,  1928; 
and  an  infant  daughter  not  named  bom  and  died  September  3,  1930,  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  fourth  child  of  John  Levander  Ball  and  his  wife  Belle  (Baker)  Ball  was  Rosetta  Ann 
Ball,  born  in  Windsor,  Missouri,  August  23,  1892,  and  died  in  Clinton,  Oklahoma,  June  29, 
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1918.  She  married  Albert  Franklin  Poore  at  Foss,  Oklahoma,  February  14,  1907.  Their 
children  were  Ruby  Mae  Poore,  born  in  Foss,  January  7,  1909;  Alfred  Glen  Poore,  born  also 
in  Foss,  April  24,  1911;  Irene  Verna  Poore,  born  in  Clinton,  Oklahoma,  November  9,  1914 
and  Homer  Eugene  Poore,  also  born  in  Clinton,  January  2,  1916. 

The  fifth  child  of  John  Levander  Ball  and  his  wife  Belle  (Baker)  Ball  was  James  Morris 
Ball,  born  in  Windsor,  Missouri,  January  4,  1898.  He  operated  a  semi-trailer  truck  for 
many  years.  He  belonged  to  Myrtle  Lodge  No.  45  A.F.  &  A.M.  in  Oklahoma  City.  He 
married  Edna  Marie  Conner  in  Oklahoma  City,  December  17,  19  ?  .  She  was  born  in 
Paris,  Illinois,  November  23,  1902.  Their  children  were  Nola  Beatrice  Ball,  born  in 
Oklahoma  City,  April  26,  1918;  Nina  May  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  July  11,  1919,  and 
died  January  7,  1920;  Alice  Juanita  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  July  1,  1921;  and  Calvin 
Morris  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  September  10,  1923.  He  also  was  a  member  of  Myrtle 
Lodge  No.  45  A.F.  &  A.M.  in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  sixth  child  of  John  Levander  Ball  and  his  wife  Belle  (Baker)  Ball  was  Leland  Melburn 
Ball,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  October  24,  1903.  He  died  February  23,  1907,  and  is  buried 
at  Foss . 

The  seventh  and  last  child  of  John  Levander  Ball  and  his  wife  Belle  (Baker)  Ball  was 
Leonard  Melvin  Ball,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  January  17,  1907.  He  was  a  carpenter.  He 
married  Ella  Mae  Perkins  in  Norman,  Oklahoma,  October  27,  1929.  She  was  born  February 
2,  1901,  in  Bernice,  Louisiana,  Caddo  Parish.  They  had  no  children. 


The  fourth  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Sidwell)  Ball,  was  George 
Thomas  Ball,  born  in  Iowa,  January  5,  1862,  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  April  5,  1934.  He 
was  a  blacksmith.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  Lodge.  He  married  Sarah  Etta 
Baker  September  2,  1885,  in  Warsaw,  Missouri.  The  recorded  license  there  states  he  was 
from  Johnson  County  and  she  was  from  Schuyler  County,  Missouri.  She  was  born  April  30, 
1866,  in  Schuyler  County  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  November  3,  1935.  Their  children  were 
Anna  Ball,  born  in  Missouri,  September  10,  1886,  and  died  December  29,  1886;  George 
Leander  Ball,  (known  as  Lee),  born  in  Missouri,  April  23,  1888,  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City 
October  14,  1929,  a  little  over  41  years  of  age.  Like  his  father,  he  was  also  a  member  of 
the  I.O.O.F.  He  was  a  chiropractor  and  a  man  that  had  come  up  the  hard  way  to,  what 
seemed  to  many,  a  successful  future.  However,  illness  overtook  him,  which  cost  him  his 
young  life.  He  married  Maude  Doris  Surber  in  Oklahoma  City,  August  23,  1914.  She  was 
born  in  Kemp,  Texas,  October  18,  1888.  They  had  one  son,  George  Owen  Ball,  born  in 
Coyle,  Oklahoma,  May  11,  1919.  He  is  a  member  of  Siloam  Lodge  No.  276  A.F.  &  A.M. 
in  Oklahoma  City. 

The  third  child  of  George  Thomas  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  (Aunt  Etta  to  this  writer)  was 
Jessie  Ball,  born  in  Missouri,  May  2,  1890,  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  September  22,  1933. 
She  married  Theodore  (Bert)  Smith,  in  Custer  County,  Oklahoma,  December  11,  1906.  He 
was  born  in  Missouri,  November  7,  1881.  Their  children  were  George  Delmer  Smith,  born 
December  2,  1907;  Theodore  Wilbur  Smith  born  February  14,  1910;  Elsie  Elbert  Smith,  born 
July  27,  1911;  Emory  Lee  Smith,  born  March  3,  1913;  Jesse  Elwin  Smith,  born  February  6, 
1915;  Etta  Elda  Ruth  Smith,  born  April  22,  1917  (all  born  in  Custer  County,  Oklahoma)  and 
James  Earl  Smith  who  died  in  infancy.  He  was  born  in  either  Custer  County  or  Washita 
County,  Oklahoma . 

The  fourth  child  of  George  Thomas  Ball  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Etta  (Baker)  Ball  was  Bonnie 
Mae  Ball,  born  September  16,  1892.  She  is  a  member  of  Nareme  Chapter  Order  of  The 
Eastern  Star.  She  married  LeRoy  Monroe  Diamond  in  El  Reno,  Oklahoma,  January  25,  1914. 
He  was  born  February  25,  1895,  in  El  Reno  and  died  July  28,  1928  in  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma. 
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They  had  one  daughter,  Doris  Gayle  Diamond,  born  in  Hinton,  Oklahoma,  May  31,  1915.  She 
married  Elmer  Ray  Haynes  in  Purcell,  Oklahoma,  October  10,  1940.  He  was  born  June  27, 
1914,  in  Matador,  Texas.  After  the  death  of  LeRoy  Monroe  Diamond,  Bonnie  married  Santos 
Rock.  They  live  in  Long  Beach,  California. 

The  fifth  child  of  George  Thomas  Ball,  and  his  wife,  Sarah,  was  James  Simpson  Ball,  named 
for  his  grandfather,  James  Simpson  Ball.  This  James  Simpson  Ball  was  a  barber,  having 
followed  this  vocation  all  his  adult  life.  He  also  was  a  member  of  Siloam  Lodge  No.  276, 

A.F.  &  A.M.  in  Oklahoma  City.  He  was  born  in  Sedalia,  Missouri,  November  19,  1894.  He 
married  Mabel  Benedict  December  17,  191  ?  .  They  had  Charles  Harvey  Ball,  born  in 
Oklahoma  City,  April  15,  1918;  James  Lee  Ball,  born  in  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma,  January  23, 

1923;  Donald  Eugene  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  November  3,  1927;  Jesse  Robert  Ball,  born 
in  Oklahoma  City,  December  30,  1929;  and  Danny  Ralph  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City, 

September  23,  1935. 

The  sixth  child  of  George  Thomas  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  was  Nellie  Nevada  Ball,  born  in 
Springfield,  Missouri,  June  27,  1897.  She  also  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Nareme 
Chapter.  She  married  Dock  Samples  Dawson  June  19,  1916.  He  was  born  April  26,  1896. 

They  had  one  son,  Doyle  Eugene  Dawson,  bom  in  Oklahoma  City,  September  6,  1917. 

The  seventh  child  of  George  Thomas  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  Etta  (Baker)  Ball  was  Phoebe 
Florence  Ball,  born  in  Hennessey,  Oklahoma,  November  18,  1899.  She  married  Lloyd  L. 
Williamson  in  Oklahoma  City,  May  23,  1920.  He  was  born  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  July  22, 

1897 .  He  is  a  member  of  Siloam  Lodge  No.  276  A.F.  &  A.M.  in  Oklahoma  City.  This  couple 
had  Billy  Lloyd  Williamson,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  July  10,  1924.  He  was  killed  in  action, 
while  a  tail  gunner  on  a  bomber,  in  Germany  May  11,  1944.  He  was  later  buried  in  Oklahoma 
City.  Their  second  and  last  child  was  Robert  LeRoy  Williamson,  born  in  Oklahoma  City, 
November  18,  1934. 

The  eighth  child  of  George  Thomas  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  Etta  (Baker)  Ball  was  Viola 
Maude  Ball,  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma,  February  9,  1903.  She  married  Irl  Reid  December 
2,  1922,  and  was  later  divorced .  They  had  no  children.  On  November  29,  1928,  she 
married  John  Theodore  Weaver  in  Oklahoma  City.  No  children  were  born  to  this  couple,  but 
they  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Sarah  Etta  Weaver. 

The  ninth  child  of  George  Thomas  Ball  and  his  wife  Sarah  Etta  (Baker)  Ball  was  Charles 
William  Ball,  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma,  May  11,  1905.  He  married  Helen  Louise  Davis 
in  Oklahoma  City,  April  25,  1925.  She  was  18  years  of  age.  They  had  Betty  Louise  Ball, 
born  in  Oklahoma  City,  June  28,  1926.  She  married  Robert  Voorhies,  April  21,  1946.  They 
live  in  Richmond,  California. 

Charles  William  Ball’s  second  marriage  was  to  Pauline  Voorhies  in  Oklahoma  City, 
November  5,  1935.  Her  age  was  23.  They  had  Etta  Ann  Ball,  born  in  Midland,  Texas, 
September  5,  1937;  Charles  William  Ball,  Jr.,  born  in  Oakland,  California,  February  6, 

1946;  Tommie  Ray  Ball,  born  in  San  Francisco,  California,  March  10,  1947;  Mary  Alice 
Ball,  born  also  in  San  Francisco,  June  14,  1948;  Jimmie  Lee  Ball,  born  in  Martinez, 

California,  May  1,  1950;  and  Donna  Nell  Ball,  born  in  Martinez,  California,  October  18,  1953. 

The  fifth  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary  Ann  (Sidwell)  Ball  was  Mary  Ann 
Ball  (known  as  Mel),  born  in  Iowa,  August  30,  1865.  She  died  in  Bowie,  Texas,  October  8, 

1930.  She  married  D.  P.  (Dave)  Coyer  in  Montague  County,  Texas,  May  8,  1879.  He  died 
in  Bowie,  Texas,  December  21,  1891.  They  are  buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Bowie.  Their 
first  child  was  Dennis  Perry  Goyer,  born  in  Bowie,  Texas,  June  5,  1880.  He  died  in  Ft. 

Worth,  Texas,  July  19,  1946.  He  is  also  buried  in  the  family  plot  at  Bowie.  He  married 
Cora  Clementine  Thompson  in  Paris,  Texas,  May  3,  1903.  She  was  born  October  19,  1887, 
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and  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  October  1,  1926.  Their  children  were  Ima  Mae  Goyer,  born  in 
Bowie,  Texas,  and  died  in  infancy;  Dorothy  Lanell  Goyer,  born  in  Bowie,  Texas,  August  11, 
1913;  Willie  Alberta  Goyer,  born  in  Bowie,  Texas,  December  19,  1916;  Media  Jeanette  Goyer, 
born  in  Oklahoma  City,  February  8,  1920;  Mary  Louise  Goyer,  born  in  Oklahoma  City, 
February  9,  1922  and  David  Perry  Goyer,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  November  24,  1924. 

The  second  marriage  of  Dennis  Perry  Goyer  was  to  Laura  Wise  in  Oklahoma  City,  October 
27,  1927.  She  was  born  in  Fredonia,  Kansas,  September  23,  1909.  They  had  Laora  Elaine 
Goyer,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  August  27,  1928;  Dennis  Earl  Goyer,  born  in  Bowie,  Texas, 

June  22,  1931;  Gracie  Belle  Goyer,  born  in  Bowie,  Texas,  July  1,  1933,  and  John  Wayne  Goyer, 
born  in  Bowie,  Texas,  December  2,  1935. 

The  second  child  of  Mary  Ann  (Mel)  Ball  Goyer  and  her  husband  D.  P.  (Dave)  Goyer  was 
Silas  Marvin  Goyer,  born  in  Bowie,  Texas,  January  18,  1884.  It  was  reported  Silas  Goyer 
had  a  twin  sister,  who  died  in  infancy.  No  record  of  this  or  of  any  marriage  of  Silas  Marvin 
Goyer  was  located. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mary  Ann  (Mel)  Ball  Goyer  was  to  John  S.  Sheffield  in  Montague 
County,  Texas,  February  13,  1895.  He  was  born  in  Georgia,  June  23,  1868  and  died  December 
15,  1937,  in  Bowie,  Texas.  He  is  buried  in  the  family  plot  there  beside  his  wife  and  D.  P. 
(Dave)  Goyer. 

They  had  but  one  son,  John  Otis  Sheffield,  born  in  Bowie,  Texas,  October  13,  1896.  In 
1919  he  received  his  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry  in  Hollenbeck  Lodge  in  Los  Angeles, 
California.  This  was  done  as  a  courtesy  to  his  home  lodge  in  Bowie,  Texas.  He  received 
his  Consistory  degrees  in  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  and  also  affiliated  with  the  Moslah  Shrine 
Temple  there.  He  first  married  Bernice  Dogett  in  Dallas,  Texas.  He  later  married  Arta 
Relo  Postlewait  in  Guthrie,  Oklahoma,  May  6,  1950.  She  was  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma, 
February  24,  1908.  There  were  no  children  born  to  either  of  these  marriages. 

The  sixth  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary  was  a  son  named  for  his  father, 
James  Simpson  Ball.  He  was  born  on  the  5th  day  of  ?  ,  1867  and  died  May  29,  1883  at 

the  age  of  sixteen. 

The  seventh  child  was  Jesse  Robert  Ball,  the  father  of  this  writer.  His  name  was  actually 
Jesse  Robison  Ball,  but  he  was  always  known  as  Jesse  Robert  (Bob)  Ball.  He  signed  all  legal 
instruments  as  Jesse  R.  Ball.  He  was  engaged  in  the  Real  Estate  Business  with  offices  in 
Oklahoma  City.  He  was  a  member  of  Siloam  Lodge  No.  276  A.F.  &  A.M.  in  Oklahoma  City. 

He  was  born  in  Hickory  County,  Missouri,  February  27,  1871  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City 
August  29,  1936.  He  is  buried  in  the  Masonic  section  of  Memorial  Park  cemetery  in  Oklahoma 
City. 

He  married  Viola  Young  Hutton,  the  mother  of  this  writer,  in  Osceola,  Missouri,  October 
19,  1897.  (See  records  on  file  there).  Their  first  child  was:  Roy  Hutton  Ball,  born  in 
Parsons,  Kansas,  November  16,  1898.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Bar  of  the  state  of 
Oklahoma,  having  practiced  law  in  Oklahoma  County  for  over  twenty-five  years;  is  a  member 
of  the  Northeast  side  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Oklahoma  City;  has  served  as  Councilman  for 
several  years  and  served  two  terms  as  Mayor  of  the  small  unincorporated  community  known 
as  The  Silver  Lake  District  only  a  few  miles  northwest  of  the  city  limits  of  Oklahoma  City; 
is  a  member  of  the  First  Christian  Church,  a  member  of  The  Sons  of  The  Revolution,  holding 
National  No.  78922  and  State  No.  522  of  Oklahoma;  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  494  of 
Oklahoma  City;  has  been  a  certificate  lecturer  for  many  years;  belongs  to  all  York  Rite  Bodies 
of  The  Masonic  Fraternity  as  well  as  being  a  32  degree,  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  with  his 
membership  in  Guthrie  Consistory  number  one  at  Guthrie,  Oklahoma.  He  is  an  active  worker 
in  all  these  many  branches  of  the  fraternity  and  has  to  date  personally  conducted  one  hundred 
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and  twenty-eight  Masonic  funerals  for  various  lodges  in  Oklahoma  County,  as  well  as  other 
lodges  in  neighboring  districts.  He  has  been  awarded  "The  Knight  Commander  of  The  Court 
of  Honor  by  the  Supreme  Council  in  Washington  D.C.,  and  has  been  a  member  of  India 
Temple  Shrine  for  over  thirty  years. 


He  is  now  semi- retired  from  the  active  practice  of  law  and  is  living  in  a  comfortable 
home  named  BALL  HARBOR  on  the  shores  of  Silver  Lake,  a  twenty  minute  drive  from  down¬ 
town  Oklahoma  City .  He  now  manages  his  investments  and  the  many  properties  he  has 
acquired,  as  well  as  taking  part  in  many  civic  activities  in  his  community. 

He  was  first  married  to  Anna  Peace,  December  20,  1919.  She  was  born  August  20,  1897. 
They  had  one  daughter,  Julia  Irene  Ball,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  September  19,  1920.  She 
has  three  children,  William  Allen  Wilson,  born  January  6,  1940;  Johnnie  Pitzer,  born  July  24 
1950;  and  Susan  Irene  Pitzer,  born  September  28,  1952.  Julia  Irene  (Ball)  Pitzer  operates  a  ’ 
small  insurance  business  from  her  home,  as  well  as  holds  a  position  as  bookkeeper  with  one 
of  the  largest  insurance  firms  of  Oklahoma  City.  She  is  a  member  of  Nareme  Chapter  order 
of  the  Eastern  Star. 

The  second  marriage  of  Roy  Hutton  Ball,  was  to  Victoria  C.  McCauley  in  Norman, 
Oklahoma,  February  15,  1942.  She  was  born  September  21,  1898  in  Eldridge,  Arkansas, 
Howard  County.  She  is  a  Member  of  the  Christian  church,  a  member  of  Nareme  Chapter, 
order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  is  an  active  member  of  The  Social  Order  of  The  Beauceant,  as 
well  as  being  active  in  the  Silver  Lake  Garden  Club.  There  were  no  children  born  to  this 
union. 

The  second  child  of  Jesse  R.  Ball  (Bob)  and  his  wife  Viola  (Hutton)  Ball,  was  a  son,  not 
named,  who  died  when  but  a  few  days  old.  He  was  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma,  September 
17,  1900  and  died  September  22,  1900  and  is  buried  at  Butler.  The  grave  is  identified  by  a 
stone  setting  forth  the  dates,  etc. 

The  third  child  of  Jesse  R.  Ball  (Bob)  and  his  wife,  Viola  (Hutton)  Ball,  was  Virgil  Robert 
Ball,  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma  April  29,  1902.  He  received  his  Masonic  Degrees  in 
Siloam  Lodge  No.  276  of  Oklahoma  City;  is  an  active  member  of  the  Bar  of  The  State  of 
Oklahoma,  having  been  in  the  active  practice  of  law  for  over  thirty  years;  was  with  one  of 
the  major  oil  companies  of  Oklahoma  located  in  Oklahoma  City  for  over  twenty  years,  and 
is  now  connected  with  another  of  the  major  oil  companies  of  Oklahoma,  located  in  Stillwater, 
Oklahoma.  He  is  well  versed  in  the  law  of  oil  and  gas  having  specialized  in  this  branch  of 
the  law  most  all  the  years  of  his  practice,  and  this  writer,  his  brother  Roy  H.  Ball,  believes 
he  is  one  of  the  most  competent  title  attorneys  of  Oklahoma.  He  is  highly  respected  by  the 
members  of  the  Bar  of  this  State. 

He  was  married  to  Bessie  Skinner  in  Muskogee,  Oklahoma,  March  4,  1928.  She  was 
born  in  Greenwood,  Arkansas,  March  7,  1905.  Their  first  child  was  Jesse  Robert  Ball, 
born  in  Oklahoma  City,  February  3,  1929.  He  is  a  graduate  of  The  University  of  Oklahoma, 
and  is  now  a  physicist  engineer  holding  a  position  with  one  of  the  major  airplane  companies, 
located  in  Oklahoma  City .  He  married  Donna  Ruth  Brown  in  Oklahoma  City  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Tena  Marie  Ball. 

second  child  of  Virgil  R.  Ball  and  his  wife,  Bessie  (Skinner)  Ball,  was  Beverly  Ann 
Ba  1,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma,  March  17,  1931 .  She  is  a  graduate  of  The  A.  &  M. 
College  at  Stillwater,  Oklahoma,  and  is  now  teaching  in  one  of  the  schools  of  Oklahoma  City. 

The  third  child  born  to  Virgil  R.  Ball  and  his  wife,  Bessie  (Skinner)  Ball  was  Edward 
/  b°rn  in  Oklahoma  City,  May  28,  1935.  He  is  finishing  his  education  this  year 

(1956)  in  the  A.  &  M.  College  at  Stillwater,  Oklahoma,  having  majored  in  business 
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administration,  specializing  in  restaurant  management.  He  married  Wiltoma  Jones  in 
Oklahoma  City,  August  9,  1956. 

The  fourth  child  of  Virgil  R.  Ball  and  his  wife  Bessie  (Skinner)  Ball  was  Linda  Jane  Ball, 
born  in  Oklahoma  City  August  6,  1943.  She  is  now  attending  one  of  the  junior  high  schools 
of  Oklahoma  City. 


The  fourth  child  of  Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball  and  his  wife,  Viola  (Hutton)  Ball  was  Goldie  Irene 
Ball,  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma,  April  26,  1904.  She  married  Samuel  Edward  Perryman 
in  Purcell,  Oklahoma,  April  29,  1934.  He  was  born  in  Willington,  South  Carolina,  October 
29,  1903.  He  is  a  member  of  Hiram  Lodge  No.  494  A.F.  &  A.M.  of  Oklahoma  City,  is  a 
thirty  second  degree  Scottish  Rite  mason  and  also  a  Shriner.  They  had  one  son,  Donald 
Edward  Perryman,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  September  9,  1935,  who  is  finishing  his  education 
in  the  University  of  Oklahoma  this  year  (1956).  He  is  majoring  in  radio  and  television 
advertising.  He  has  been  interested  in  radio  transmitting  for  many  years  (as  a  ham)  and  has 
made  contact  with  others  over  the  entire  world,  and  converses  with  others  interested  in  this 
hobby  every  day. 

The  second  and  last  child  of  Goldie  (Ball)  Perryman  and  her  husband,  Samuel  Edward 
Perryman,  was  a  daughter,  Nancy  Viola  Perryman,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  November  3, 

1942  and  died  the  same  day.  This  child  is  buried  in  the  Memorial  Park  cemetery  in  Oklahoma 
City. 

The  fifth  and  last  child  born  to  Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball  and  his  wife,  Viola  (Hutton)  Ball  was 
Floyd  Barton  Ball,  born  in  Foss,  Oklahoma,  May  13,  1906  and  died  there  May  17,  1907.  His 
grave  is  identified  by  a  stone  with  his  name  and  dates  etc.  in  the  Ball  family  plot,  in  the  Foss 
cemetery.  He  is  buried  in  the  same  plot  near  his  grandfather,  James  Simpson  Ball,  the  son 
of  William  Ball,  and  his  grandmother,  Mary  Ann  (Sidwell)  Ball. 


The  eighth  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Sidwell)  Ball  was  Benjamin 
Franklin  Ball,  (known  as  Frank)  born  in  Cole  Camp,  Missouri,  December  16,  1873  and  died  in 
Enid,  Oklahoma,  August  23,  1944.  He  was  a  carpenter.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge.  He  married  Ethel  Fleshman  in  Blaine  County,  Oklahoma,  May  30,  1906.  She 
was  born  September  21,  1887  and  died  December  4,  1918.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Okeene, 
Oklahoma  cemetery.  Their  first  child  was  Mary  Irene  Ball,  born  in  Okeene  August  27,  1907. 
She  married  Raymond  McGuar  in  Enid,  Oklahoma,  July  24,  1941.  He  was  born  December  25, 
1901.  They  have  no  children. 

The  second  child  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Ball  and  his  wife,  Ethel  (Fleshman)  Ball,  was  Russell 
Franklin  Ball,  born  in  Okeene,  Oklahoma,  September  18,  1911.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  Lodge.  He  is  district  manager  for  a  major  oil  company  located  in  Missouri.  He 
married  Dorothey  Evelyn  Streck  at  Enid,  Oklahoma,  June  29,  1934.  She  was  born  in  Hennessey, 
Oklahoma,  June  1,  1914.  Their  children  are  Russell  Wayne  Ball,  born  April  15,  1935;  Joyce 
Irene  Ball,  born  March  14,  1939;  and  Richard  Dean  Ball,  born  October  6,  1943.  All  were  born 
in  Enid,  Oklahoma. 

The  third  and  last  child  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Ball  (Frank)  and  his  wife,  Ethel  (Fleshman) 
Ball,  was  Ethel  Marjorie  Ball,  born  in  Okeene,  Oklahoma,  March  3,  1915.  She  married 
Frederick  Valentine  Randolph  in  Blackwell,  Oklahoma,  February  17,  1935.  He  was  born  in 
Kremlin,  Oklahoma,  in  Garfield  County,  December  31,  1910.  Their  children  were  Paul 
Edward  Randolph,  born  April  7,  1943;  Linda  Kay  Randolph,  born  December  11,  1944;  Betty 
Elaine  Randolph,  born  September  11,  1948;  and  Nancy  Ann  Randolph,  born  January  19,  1954. 

All  were  born  in  Enid,  Oklahoma. 
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The  ninth  and  last  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary  (Sidwell)  Ball  was  Ida 
Bell  Ball,  born  in  Missouri,  March  17,  1877  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  February  13,  1924. 
She  is  buried  in  the  Rose  Hill  cemetery  in  Oklahoma  City.  She  married  John  W.  Pennington 
in  Warsaw,  Missouri,  in  Henry  County,  July  31,  1895.  The  license  stated  he  was  under  21 
years  of  age  and  his  father  gave  his  consent.  Their  first  child  was  Floy  F.  Pennington,  born 
in  Windsor,  Missouri,  August  18,  1897.  He  received  his  Masonic  degrees  in  Texmo  Lodge 
in  Moorewood,  Oklahoma,  in  1918.  He  married  Pauline  Singleton  in  Custer  County,  Oklahoma, 
March  17,  1920.  She  was  20  years  old.  They  had  Marion  Pauline  Pennington,  born  in 
Oklahoma  City,  April  4,  1921.  (Now  Mrs.  Pete  Harris  of  Oklahoma  City).  They  also  had 
two  sons,  Kenneth  Winton  Pennington  and  Bobby  Joe  Pennington,  both  died  in  infancy. 

The  second  child  of  Ida  Bell  Ball  Pennington  and  her  husband,  John  W.  Pennington,  was 
Bessie  Delila  Pennington,  born  in  Hennessey,  Oklahoma,  July  30,  1899.  She  married  Carl 
Alvin  Petty  in  Butler,  Oklahoma,  January  12,  1919.  He  was  born  February  3,  1899,  in 
River,  Iowa,  Madison  County.  Their  children  are  Deward  Adron  Petty,  born  near  Butler, 
Oklahoma,  November  10,  1919;  Willard  Alvin  Petty,  born  also  near  Butler,  Oklahoma, 
November  10,  1922;  and  Preston  Adele  Petty,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  July  2,  1925. 

The  third  child  of  Ida  Bell  Ball  Pennington  and  her  husband,  John  W.  Pennington,  was 
Robert  Ray  Pennington,  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma,  and  died  when  but  a  small  boy. 


The  second  marriage  of  Ida  Bell  Ball  Pennington  was  to  John  E.  Twyman,  in  Arapaho, 
Oklahoma,  October  19,  1904,  she  being  27  years  of  age  and  he  43,  at  the  time.  License 
recorded  in  marriage  records  of  1903  to  1906  at  page  288  in  Arapaho,  Oklahoma.  This 
instrument  states  they  were  both  living  in  Quarter  Master,  Oklahoma.  He  was  born  in 
Missouri,  April  8,  1861  and  died  in  Oklahoma  City,  October  10,  1939.  Both  are  buried  in 
Rose  Hill  cemetery  in  Oklahoma  City.  He  belonged  to  Butler  Lodge  #  A.F.  &  A.M., 

Butler,  Oklahoma.  He  was  a  farmer,  having  filed  on  a  claim  in  Custer  County  in  the  early 
1900's.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Butler,  Oklahoma.  Their  first  child  was  Lenah 
Violet  Twyman,  born  July  1,  1905.  She  married  Leonard  Morris  Lyne  in  Oklahoma  City, 
December  28,  1921 .  They  had  Norma  Jean  Lyne,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  July  10,  1924  (now 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Ferguson  of  Tucson,  Arizona);  Donald  Richard  Lyne,  born  in  Oklahoma  City, 
November  9,  1925;  John  Daniel  Lyne,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  May  2,  1928  and  Twyman 
David  Lyne,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  August  20,  1938. 

The  second  child  of  Ida  Bell  (Ball- Pennington)  Twyman  and  her  husband,  John  E.  Twyman, 
was  Rozella  Eliza  Twyman,  born  at  Butler,  Oklahoma,  May  28,  1907.  She  is  a  member  of 
Nareme  Chapter  order  of  Eastern  Star,  Oklahoma  City.  She  married  Berry  Jennings  Hudman 
in  Oklahoma  City,  December  18,  1923.  He  was  born  November  18,  1897.  They  have  one 
son,  Eugene  Neal  Hudman,  born  in  Oklahoma  City,  March  19,  1925.  He  is  an  airplane 
distributor,  selling,  flying  and  delivering  his  products  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  He  is 
married  and  has  three  children. 

The  second  marriage  of  Rozella  (Twyman- Hudman)  was  to  Robert  Faulks  Owen  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  May  28,  1951.  He  was  born  in  San  Angelo,  Texas,  December  17,  1909.  They 
have  no  children. 

The  third  child  of  Ida  Bell  (Ball- Pennington)  Twyman  and  her  husband,  John  E.  Twyman, 
was  Elva  Ida  Twyman,  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma,  August  8,  1911.  She  married  Luther 
E.  Mayes,  in  Oklahoma -City,  July  30,  1930.  They  have  Steve  Allen  Mayes,  born  in 
Oklahoma  City,  April  29,  1931  and  Donald  Eugene  Mayes,  born  also  in  Oklahoma  City, 
September  26,  1944. 

The  fourth,  last  and  youngest  child  of  Ida  Bell  (Ball- Pennington)  Twyman,  and  her  husband 
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John  E.  Twyman,  was  Nina  Ann  Twyman,  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma,  June  25,  1918.  She 
married  Marvin  L.  Casto  in  Oklahoma  City,  July  31,  1938.  They  had  Janis  Rosanne  Casto, 
born  in  Edmond,  Oklahoma,  September  9,  1941;  Marsha  Lynn  Casto,  born  also  in  Edmond, 
October  20,  1946  and  Mark  Warren  Casto,  born  in  Edmond,  September  2,  1953.  All 
children  were  born  near  Butler,  Oklahoma. 


The  following  census  of  Hickory  County,  Missouri,  taken  in  1870,  reflects  the  locations 
of  birth  of  the  first  six  children  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  wife  Mary  Ann  (known  as  Polly) 
(Sidwell)  Ball.  This  places  this  Ball  family  in  Hickory  County,  Missouri  in  1870. 
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By  reason  of  The  Honey  War  heretofore  mentioned,  the  three  surveys  made  establishing  the 
line  between  Iowa  and  Missouri,  and  this  division  line  varying  six  miles  by  some  of  these 
surveys,  there  is  a  probability  that  all  of  these  children  could  have  been  born  in  the  same  place 
or  on  the  same  farm  and  the  line  as  established  in  the  particular  year  in  which  they  were  born 
placed  them  in  one  state  or  the  other. 

The  foregoing  census  of  1870  places  this  family  in  Hickory  County,  Missouri,  and  my 
father,  Jesse  R.  Ball  (Bob),  being  born  February  27,  1871,  indicates  he  was  the  first  of  the 
children  to  be  born  in  Hickory  County,  if  not  the  only  one.  This  family  evidently  moved  from 
Hickory  County  within  a  short  time  into  Benton  County,  the  adjoining  County  on  the  north  of 
which  Warsaw  is  the  county  seat.  This  deduction  is  made  by  reason  of  written  statements  of 
Benjamin  Franklin  (Frank)  Ball,  in  which  he  stated  he  was  born  in  Cole  Camp,  Missouri,  in 
Benton  County,  December  16,  1873. 

The  youngest  child  of  James  Simpson  Ball,  Ida  Bell  Ball,  stated  in  her  marriage  license, 
at  the  time  she  married  John  E.  Twyman,  that  she  was  born  in  Missouri.  The  date  of  her 
birth  being  March  17,  1877,  and  the  fact  that  her  parents  lived  in  Benton  County  until  about 
1899,  the  time  they  came  to  Oklahoma,  suggests  that  she  was  born  in  Benton  County,  Missouri, 
as  was  her  brother  Frank. 
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GIVING  YOUR  BEST 

It's  the  hand  we  clasp  with  an  honest  grasp 
That  gives  us  a  hearty  thrill; 

It's  the  good  we  pour  into  other's  lives 
That  come  back  our  own  to  fill. 

It's  the  dregs  we  drain  from  another's  cup 
That  makes  our  own  seem  sweet; 

And  the  hours  we  give  to  another’s  need 
That  makes  our  life  complete. 

It’s  the  burdens  we  help  another  bear 
That  make  our  own  seem  light 

It's  the  danger  seen  for  another’s  feet 
That  shows  us  the  path  to  right. 

It's  the  good  we  do  each  passing  day, 

With  a  heart  sincere  and  true; 

In  giving  the  world  your  very  best. 

Its  best  will  return  to  you. 


THE  OLD  BRIDGE  BUILDER 
An  old  man  traveling  a  lone  highway 
Came  in  the  evening  cold  and  gray 
To  a  chasm  deep  and  wide. 

The  old  man  crossed  in  the  twilight  dim. 

The  sullen  stream  had  no  fear  for  him; 

And  turned  when  safe  on  the  other  side 
And  built  a  bridge  to  span  the  tide. 

"Old  Man",  said  a  fellow  pilgrim  near, 

"Why  waste  your  time  in  building  here; 

Your  journey  will  end  with  the  close  of  day 
You  never  again  will  pass  this  way. 

You  have  crossed  the  chasm  deep  and  wide, 
Why  build  you  this  bridge  at  eventide?" 

The  builder  lifted  his  old  gray  head, 

"Good  friend,  in  the  way  I  have  come, "  he  said 
"There  followeth  after  me  today, 

A  fair  haired  youth  who  must  pass  this  way. 
This  stream  which  has  been  naught  to  me 
To  that  fair  haired  youth  may  a  pitfall  be. 

He,  too,  must  cross  in  the  twilight  dim; 

Sir,  I  am  building  this  bridge  for  him." 


(Author  Unknown) 
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"WHICH"  (Author  Unknown) 

I  watched  them  tearing  a  building  down, 

A  gang  of  men  in  a  busy  town. 

With  a  "Yo-heave-ho”  and  a  lusty  yell 
They  swung  a  beam  and  a  sidewall  fell. 

I  asked  the  foreman;  "Are  these  men  skilled 
As  the  men  you'd  hire  if  you  had  to  build?" 

He  gave  a  laugh  and  said  "No  Indeed." 

Just  common  labor  is  all  I  need. 

I  can  easily  wreck  in  a  day  or  two 
What  builders  have  taken  years  to  do. 

I  thought  to  myself  as  I  went  my  way. 

Which  of  these  rules  have  I  tried  to  play? 

Am  I  a  builder  who  works  with  care 
Measuring  life  by  the  rule  and  square? 

Ami  shaping  my  deeds  to  a  well  laid  plan. 

Patiently  doing  the  best  I  can? 

Or  am  I  a  wrecker,  who  walks  the  town 
Content  with  the  labor  of  tearing  down? 


In  viewing  the  movements  of  my  grandfather,  James  Simpson  Ball  and  his  various  places 
of  residence,  we  note  he  came  to  Davis  County,  Iowa,  from  Indiana  in  1850  with  his  father, 
William  Ball.  He  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1833  and  was  seventeen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
this  move  into  Iowa.  The  last  place  of  residence  in  Iowa  of  his  father,  William  Ball,  before 
moving  into  Wilson  County,  Kansas  in  1865,  was  his  farm  which  was  immediately  north  and 
joined  the  permanently  established  State  line  separating  Davis  County,  Iowa,  from  Schuyler 
County,  Missouri. 

James  Simpson  Ball,  when  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  twenty-one,  in  the  year  1853, 
married  Mary  Ann  Sidwell,  (he  called  her  Polly)  and  it  was  in  this  locality  that  their  first 
five  children  were  born.  By  reason  of  the  controversy  regarding  the  various  surveys  of  the 
state  line,  The  Honey  War,  heretofore  mentioned,  it  is  possible  these  first  five  children 
could  have  been  born  on  the  same  farm  then  operated  by  their  father,  James  Simpson  Ball. 

According  to  the  Bible  records  the  first  five  children  were  horn  as  follows:  William 
David  (Dave)  in  the  year  1855;  Samuel  M.  Ball,  born  in  1857;  John  L.  Ball,  born  in  1860; 

George  T.  Ball,  born  in  1862  and  Mary  Ann  (Mel),  born  in  1865.  The  locations  of  their 
births  as  revealed  by  the  1870,  census  of  Hickory  County,  Missouri  are:  William  David  (Dave), 
born  in  Missouri;  Samuel,  born  in  Iowa;  John,  born  in  Missouri;  George,  born  in  Iowa  and 
Mary  Ann  (Mel)  born  in  Iowa.  It  also  reveals  James  S.  (the  son  who  died  when  only  sixteen 
years  of  age)  as  having  been  born  in  Missouri  in  1867.  This  son  could  have  been  born  after 
the  family  moved  from  northern  Missouri  into  Hickory  and  Benton  Counties.  The  exact  or 
approximate  date  of  this  move  is  not  known.  However,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume,  he  moved 
from  that  part  of  the  country  about  the  time  his  father,  William  Ball,  left  and  settled  in 
Wilson  County,  Kansas,  in  1865. 

The  1870  census  reveals  this  family  as  living  in  Hickory  County  at  that  time,  and  my 
father,  Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball,  was  born  on  February  27,  1871,  which  indicates  he  was  probably 
born  in  Hickory  County,  Missouri.  We  know  the  youngest  son,  Benjamin  Franklin  Ball,  was 
born  in  Cole  Camp,  Missouri,  in  Benton  County  in  1873.  The  youngest  daughter  and  last  child 
born  to  this  family  was  Ida  Bell  Ball,  born  in  1877 .  She  was  either  born  in  Henry  County  while 
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the  family  lived  on  their  farm  west  of  Windsor,  Missouri,  on  a  little  stream  named  Tebo 
creek,  or  in  Benton  County  where  they  lived  most  of  the  time  while  in  central  Missouri.  The 
foregoing  facts  and  dates  place  the  coming  of  this  family  to  central  Missouri  within  a  six  year 
period,  from  1865  to  1871. 

It  is  thought  they  lived  but  a  short  time,  probably  two  or  three  years,  on  the  place  west  of 
Windsor  in  Henry  County.  This  farm  is  about  ten  miles  west  and  some  south  of  Windsor. 

It  is  reported  that  about  1878  James  Simpson  Ball  with  his  family  moved  to  Montague 
County  near  Bowie,  Texas.  His  daughter,  Mary  Ann  (Mel)  Ball,  married  there  in  1879 .  It  is 
thought  the  stay  in  Texas  was  brief  and  the  family  moved  back  to  Benton  County,  Missouri 
within  a  year  or  two. 

Benton  County  joins  Henry  County  on  the  east,  and  the  vicinity  in  which  James  Simpson  Ball 
and  his  family  lived  in  the  former  county  was  seven  or  eight  miles  east  of  Lincoln,  Missouri. 
There  was  a  small  inland  crossroads  trading  post  located  here,  named  Balltown.  It  was  named 
after  James  Simpson  Ball.  Here  in  addition  to  operating  his  farm,  he  also  ran  a  store,  a 
blacksmith  shop,  the  post  office  and  a  mill.  Approximately  two  or  three  miles  farther  out  on 
the  road  going  to  Balltown  from  Lincoln,  there  is  another  small  store  and  trading  post  known 
as  Edmondson,  Missouri.  And  two  miles  farther  one  comes  to  an  old  mill  site.  Here,  James 
Simpson  Ball  once  operated  a  mill,  known  as  the  old  Brickley  Mill.  It  was  around  this  old  mill, 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  Edmondson  and  Balltown  that  my  father,  Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball  and  most  of 
the  other  children  of  James  Simpson  Ball  grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood.  It  was  in  a  small 
school-house,  a  short  distance  north  of  Balltown  in  which  these  children  received  their  meager 
education.  This  school  was  known  as  the  Fordney  school-house  and  is  about  one  mile  north  of 
Balltown,  Missouri,  or  six  miles  east  of  Lincoln. 

The  following  instruments  reveal  about  the  time  James  Simpson  Ball  disposed  of  his 
holdings  in  Benton  County,  Missouri. 

1 .  James  S.  Ball  and  Mary,  his  wife,  (by  mark)  to  J.  E.  Sizemore  land  in  section  29, 
township  42  North,  range  21,  two  acres,  the  land  the  blacksmith  shop  stands  on  18  feet 
fronting  on  the  State  road  and  30  feet  back,  the  same  a  part  of  the  two  acres.  1899. 

2.  James  S.  Ball  and  Mary  Ball,  his  wife,  (by  mark)  deeded  to  Samson  Beals  of  Kingfisher, 
Oklahoma,  certain  lands .  Dated  March  21,  1899. 

The  dates  as  revealed  by  these  deeds  indicate  when  this  James  Ball  sold  out,  and  left 
central  Missouri  in  1899  and  headed  west  with  his  sons  to  conquer  another  frontier  on  the 
plains  of  western  Oklahoma,  in  that  part  of  virgin  territory  known  as  the  Cheyenne  and 
Arapaho  country. 

They  came  to  Hennessey,  Oklahoma,  and  for  a  short  while  settled  there.  While  waiting 
for  the  land  opening  of  the  above  territory,  James  Simpson  Ball,  and  his  son  George  operated 
a  blacksmith  shop  in  Hennessey. 

There  were  five  of  his  sons  with  him:  Sam,  George,  Bob,  Frank  and  John.  When  the 
opening  of  the  lands  finally  started,  Samuel  M.  Ball  (Sam)  settled  on  a  place  four  miles  west 
of  Greenfield  in  Blaine  County,  Oklahoma,  and  some  southwest  of  Watonga,  the  county  seat. 

His  farm  is  described  as  follows;  the  SW  1/4  of  section  35,  township  15  North,  range  12 
West.  He  lived  here  over  thirty  years  and  this  farm  is  now  owned  and  operated  by  one  of  his 
grandsons  (another  Sam  Ball) . 

Frank  Ball,  the  youngest  son,  failed  to  file  on  a  claim  and  settled  in  Okeene,  Oklahoma, 
also  in  Blaine  County.  He  married  and  reared  his  family  there,  later  moving  into  Enid,  Oklahoma. 
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Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball,  my  father,  together  with  his  brothers  John  and  George,  as  well  as 
their  father,  James  Simpson  Ball,  traveled  farther  west  and  settled  on  their  respective  claims 
about  six  or  eight  miles  northwest  of  Butler,  Oklahoma,  in  Custer  County. 

My  father  (Bob  Ball)  first  settled  on  80  acres,  the  West  1/2  of  the  NW  1/4  of  section  8,  town¬ 
ship  13  North,  range  19  West,  later  selling  his  relinquishment  to  one  Chas.  Powell,  who  subse¬ 
quently  obtained  his  patent.  My  father  (Bob  Ball)  then  filed  on  another  80  acre  tract,  the  West 
1/2  of  NW  1/4  of  section  29,  township  14  North,  range  19  West,  and  later  secured  his  patent  from 
the  Government.  It  was  while  living  on  this  farm,  that  I  recall  the  first  happenings  of  my  life. 

My  grandfather,  James  Simpson  Ball,  filed  on  his  claim  of  160  acres,  80  acres  of  which 
were  in  one  section  and  across  the  road  from  the  other  80  acres  and  described  as  follows; 
the  East  1/2  of  the  SE  1/4  of  section  1,  township  14  North,  range  20  West  and  the  West  1/2 
of  the  SW  1/4  of  section  6,  township  14  North,  range  19  West.  His  home  consisted  of  a  one 
room  lean-to  in  which  he  lived  until  he  secured  his  patent. 

George  T.  Ball,  filed  on  the  SW  1/4  of  section  1,  township  14  North,  range  20  West.  He 
built  and  lived  in,  what  is  termed  a  dugout,  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  secure  his  patent. 

John  L.  Ball,  filed  on  the  NW  1/4  of  section  33,  township  15  North,  range  20  West.  He 
also  lived  in  the  customary  dugout  as  did  most  of  the  settlers  of  that  day.  He  finally  secured 
the  patent  from  the  government  to  his  farm. 

My  father's  sister,  Ida,  widow  of  John  W.  Pennington,  and  who  later  married  John  E.  Twyman, 
filed  on  a  40  acre  tract,  the  SE  1/4  of  the  NW  1/4  of  section  30,  township  14  North,  range  19 
West  and  secured  her  patent.  She  later  sold  her  claim  to  my  father,  Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball. 

These  homesteaders  faced  trying  times  in  many  ways.  Lumber  was  scarce  and  few  had 
the  cash  with  which  to  buy  it.  Necessity  became  the  mother  of  invention  and  many  homes  were 
built  out  of  sod,  plowed  from  the  virgin  soil  of  the  plains.  Others  were  dug  in  the  ground  as  a 
cave  or  cellar  with  the  roof  made  from  anything  available  they  could  afford  or  secure.  These 
were  known  as  dugouts. 

A  sod  plow  was  used  in  turning  the  soil  used  in  building  these  sod  homes.  To  those  who 
may  not  know,  a  sod  plow  is  some  different  from  the  ordinary  one .  The  virgin  soil,  when 
first  turned  by  the  plow  is  sticky  and  clings  to  the  mold  board.  This  is  much  harder  on  the 
teams  when  the  ordinary  plow,  with  the  solid  mold  board,  is  used  than  the  sod  plow  which 
has  a  series  of  iron  bars  replacing  the  solid  mold  board.  The  bars  furnish  less  surface  for 
the  soil  to  cling  to  and  consequently  it  turns  and  falls  into  place  more  readily. 

After  the  sod  was  turned,  it  would  then  be  cut  into  blocks  and  laid  into  the  wall  similar  to 
the  method  of  laying  concrete  blocks  today,  less  the  mortar.  The  holes  and  cracks  were 
later  filled  in  with  mud.  After  the  walls  were  up,  any  materials  available  were  used  for  the 
roof. 

My  father’s  first  home  in  western  Oklahoma,  consisted  of  a  one-room  dugout.  It  was  so 
small,  in  the  daytime  the  bed  was  moved  outside  and  the  table  brought  in.  At  night  the 
procedure  was  reversed.  However,  it  was  not  long  before  he  had  managed  to  get  sufficient 
lumber  to  build  a  one-room  lean-to,  the  most  popular  style  of  house  on  the  plains  in  that  day. 

Even  though  it  had  but  one  room  it  was  an  improvement  over  the  dugout. 

The  Washita  river,  nearby,  afforded  sufficient  fish  for  the  homesteaders .  Quail,  rabbit, 
squirrels  and  prairie  chicken  were  plentiful  and  with  their  milch  cows  and  gardens,  all  were 
well  fed . 
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One  of  the  greatest  problems  with  which  the  homesteaders  had  to  deal  was  with  the 
cattlemen.  The  cattle  barons  of  that  day  referred  to  the  settlers  as  nesters .  This  was 
probably  for  the  reason  these  farmers,  for  awhile  at  least,  were  nesting  or  living  in  sod 
homes  or  dugouts . 

Before  the  opening  of  this  territory,  known  as  the  Cheyenne  and  Arapaho  Country,  in 
1900,  the  cattlemen  had  free  range  in  most  instances.  The  grazing  lands  were  plentiful, 
the  grass  was  good,  and  thousands  and  thousands  of  acres  went  unfenced.  Cattle  grazing 
was  no  problem  and  these  grazing  lands  fattened  thousands  of  cattle  with  very  little  expense, 
thereby  filling  the  purses  of  the  cattle  barons  of  that  day. 

One  can  readily  understand  why  they  objected  to  the  government  opening  up  this  land  to 
the  homesteaders.  In  seeing  each  160  acre  homestead  fenced  and  the  virgin  soil  and  grass 
lands  turned  into  producing  farms,  they  were  witnessing  their  great  empire  vanish  before 
them.  Much  trouble  and  many  feuds  between  these  cattlemen  and  the  settlers  resulted. 

Often  in  the  nighttime,  fencing  would  be  cut,  cattle  driven  onto  the  farmers  crops,  and  by 
morning  nothing  would  be  left.  Many  farmers  were  driven  off  their  claims  in  this  manner. 
However,  James  Simpson  Ball,  and  his  three  sons,  George,  John  and  Bob,  my  father,  who 
lived  close  by,  together  with  other  settlers  in  the  vicinity,  all  banding  together,  were  able 
to  weather  the  storm  and  hold  their  own,  finally  proving  up  on  their  respective  claims  and 
securing  their  patents  from  the  government. 

On  January  1,  1906,  my  father  Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball,  sold  his  farm  to  James  M.  Stark 
for  $1000.00,  subject  to  a  mortgage  of  $350.00.  This  instrument  was  filed  for  record 
August  3,  1906  in  Arapaho,  the  county  seat  of  Custer  County,  Oklahoma. 

The  writer  having  reached  school  age  and  not  having  commenced  his  education  in  the 
public  schools,  my  father  moved  his  family  to  Foss,  Oklahoma,  in  Washita  County,  a 
small  but  prosperous  town  about  16  miles  south  of  Butler,  Oklahoma.  It  was  here,  I 
commenced  my  first  schooling.  Butler  at  that  time  was  an  inland  town,  with  no  railroad. 
Foss  was  on  the  Rock  Island  railroad  and  was  the  first  station  west  of  Clinton.  After  this 
move,  it  was  not  long  before  my  grandfather  and  his  sons,  George  and  John,  together  with 
their  families,  also  moved  into  Foss.  This  afforded  better  schooling  for  their  children. 
They  were  soon  followed  by  William  David  (Dave)  Ball,  the  oldest  son  of  James  Simpson 
Ball,  who  had  remained  in  Missouri  until  his  moving  to  Foss,  Oklahoma.  There  were  then 
in  this  small  town,  my  grandfather,  and  four  of  his  sons:  Dave,  John,  George  and  Bob,  my 
father .  His  son  Sam,  was  yet  living  on  his  farm  west  of  Greenfield,  Oklahoma,  and  Frank 
was  living  in  Okeene,  Oklahoma. 

While  living  here,  Dave  Ball,  served  as  deputy  sheriff  and  town  marshal  for  some  time. 
He,  being  a  stationary  engineer,  operated  one  of  the  cotton  gins  in  season  and  at  other  times 
ran  the  mill. 

George  also  served  as  deputy  sheriff  and  town  marshal.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and 
together  with  Clarence  Morrell  and  Ike  Shouse,  operated  a  shop  owned  by  my  father,  Jesse 
R.  (Bob)  Ball.  My  father  owned  this  shop  and  building.  However  he  was  not  a  blacksmith 
himself.  George  Ball,  also  owned  and  operated  a  cafe  and  restaurant. 

The  brother  John,  while  here,  always  worked  as  a  carpenter. 

Bob,  my  father,  had  his  irons  in  many  fires.  He  also  served  his  turn  as  deputy  sheriff 
and  town  marshal.  He  owned  and  operated  what  was  then  called  a  confectionery.  Today  this 
business  has  been  taken  over  by  the  modern  drug  store.  He  was  always  a  dealer  in  real 
estate  and  owned  several  business  buildings  in  addition  to  the  blacksmith  shop  operated  by 
his  brother  George  and  others.  He  would  buy  and  sell  anything  he  considered  worth  the  price 
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and  in  which  he  thought  a  profit  could  be  made.  He  was  a  successful  trader  and  dealer  and 
always  provided  well  for  his  family. 

In  looking  back  and  remembering  this  prosperous  little  town  of  Foss,  Oklahoma,  as  it 
was  in  that  day  and  to  view  nothing  now  but  a  ghost  town  and  memories,  it  is  hard  to  realize 
the  great  changes  that  have  taken  place .  This  writer  recalls  when  this  town  supported  a 
weekly  newspaper.  The  Foss  Enterprise;  four  hotels,  the  Barngrover,  the  Taylor,  the 
Robinson  and  the  Mayor;  three  lumber  yards;  two  livery  stables;  three  wagon  yards;  (today 
tourists  courts  have  taken  the  place  of  wagon  yards);  four  blacksmith  shops;  a  cabinet  shop; 
large  cattle  pens  with  dipping  vats;  two  cotton  gins  and  a  mill;  as  well  as  many  stores, 
county  scales  etc. 

In  the  fall  of  1911,  my  father  moved  his  family  to  Oklahoma  City,  where  he  opened  his 
offices  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  He  purchased  a  farm  in  Grady  County, 
seventeen  miles  southwest  of  Chickasha,  Oklahoma.  After  living  in  Oklahoma  City  for  two 
years,  he  moved  to  this  farm  and  made  crops  there  in  1913,  1914  and  1915.  Then  he 
returned  to  Oklahoma  City  and  reopened  his  real  estate  offices.  He  continued  in  that  business 
until  his  death  August  29,  1936.  My  mother  preceded  him  in  death,  November  24,  1932. 

We,  the  three  children  of  this  couple  who  reached  maturity,  are  greatly  indebted  to  this  mother 
and  father  for  the  childhood  training  that  was  ours  under  their  tender  care.  They  taught  us  the 
beautiful  and  worthwhile  things  of  life  and  how  best  to  avoid  the  ugly  and  degrading  ways  of  the 
world.  As  individuals,  they  were  second  to  none,  as  parents  they  were  supreme. 

To  Reminisce  for  a  moment,  note  the  following  excerpts  from  The  Foss  Enterprise. 

Friday,  August  9,  1907 . Mrs.  Robert  Ball  left  for  Missouri  Sunday  for  a  visit. 

Bob  accompanied  her  as  far  as  Oklahoma  City. 

Friday,  August  23,  1907  . Bob  Ball  made  a  business  trip  to  Thomas  Tuesday. 

Friday,  August  30,  1907  . Bob  Ball  left  for  north  Missouri  last  Saturday.  Mrs. 

Ball  and  children  will  return  home  with  him. 

Friday,  October  18,  1907  .  .  .  .Bob  Ball  is  contemplating  the  erection  of  a  business 

block  in  Foss  at  an  early  date. 

Friday,  November  27,  1907  .  .  .Bob  Ball  leases  the  Diamond  hotel  and  will  take 

possession  Dec.  1st.  Bob  is  a  good  business  man 
and  we  predict  success  for  him. 


January  17,  1908  . Bob  Ball  is  building  a  residence  on  his  lots  near  his 

blacksmith  shop. 

Friday,  May  29,  1908  . Notice  of  baby  show,  at  The  Methodist  Church, 

Decoration  day . 

Friday,  June  12,  1908  . Marshall  Ball,  late  of  Missouri,  took  charge  of  the 

Copeland  Restaurant  the  first  of  the  week.  This  is 
by  far  the  finest  restaurant  the  town  has  ever  had. 
Under  the  new  management  it  will  be  first  class  in 
every  respect. 


Friday,  January  31,  1908  .  .  .  .BALL-STEVENSON  -  Mr.  Lloyd  Ball  and  Miss  Beulah 

Stevenson  were  quietly  married  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents  Tuesday  evening  Jan.  28,  1908.  Mr. 
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Ball  Is  a  son  of  our  fellow  townsman,  Dave  Ball,  and  is 
a  prosperous  young  man.  Miss  Stevenson  is  the 
charming  young  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  Keeler 
living  north  of  town.  The  Enterprise  extends  congratulations. 

Friday,  March  13,  1908  . Bob  Ball  and  Ben  Goodman  went  to  Oklahoma  City  last 

Monday  on  business. 


April  17,  1908  . 

Friday,  May  1,  1908  . 

Friday,  June  10,  1908  .  .  .  . 

Friday,  July  17,  1908  .  .  .  . 

Friday,  July  31,  1908  .  .  .  . 

Friday,  October  16,  1908  .  . 

Friday,  December  4,  1908.  . 


•  Robert  Ball  and  Ben  Goodman  sold  their  confectionery  at 
Sayre  this  week  to  the  Taylor  Bros,  of  this  city  who  will 
move  to  that  new  place  and  take  charge  at  once . 

.George  Ball's  boy  found  a  Knight  of  Pythias  watch  charm. 
The  owner  may  have  same  by  describing  property. 

.BALL-BUCK  -  Notice  of  Tom  Ball  and  Edna  Buck  marriage. 

.Dave  Ball  appointed  City  Marshal. 

.HEAD  LINES  -  FIRE  RUINS  FOSS. 

.Notice  of  Albert  Poore  and  Rosa  Ball  marriage. 

.Bob  Ball  made  a  business  trip  to  Weatherford  the  first  of 
the  week. 


January  9,  1909 . Bob  Ball  and  family  left  for  Hot  Springs  this  week  to  be 

gone  several  months. 


Friday,  July  23,  1909 . Bob  Ball  and  little  daughter,  Goldie,  Bob  Payne,  Fridge 

Jester  and  ye  Editor  went  down  to  Cordell  last  Tuesday 
in  Ammon  Crabb’s  benzine  wagon. 

August  13,  1909 . Boy  shoots  man  west  of  town.  City  Marshal  Bob  Ball 


delivers  boy  to  Cordell. 


THE  FOSS  ENTERPRISE 

Foss,  Washita  County,  Oklahoma  Friday,  February  9,  1912. 

DEATH  TAKES  OLD  CITIZEN 
J.  S.  Ball  dies  Sunday  Night,  was  79  years  old. 

NATIVE  OF  INDIANA. 


■J;  S*  died  SundaY  ni£ht  after  a  short  illness,  death  being  attributed  to  old  age 
was  in  his  79th  year,  having  been  born  in  1833  in  Indiana . 


He 


u  tWflve  years  ag0  Mr*  6311  came  to  Oklahoma  and  the  last  six  years  lived  in  Foss. 

He  had  long  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  was  an  upright  citizen  and  his  death  is 
cause  of  much  regret. 


He  is  survived  by  the  widow  who,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  is  in  poor  health,  and  the 
f  children:  George,  °aVe  and  J°hn  0f  Foss ’  Sam  of  Watonga,  Robert  of  Oklahoma  City, 

f  0keen?’  Mfs‘  J;  E-  Twyman  of  Butler  and  Mrs.  M.  A.  Sheffield  of  Bowie,  Texas, 
t  the  exception  of  the  last  named  all  the  children  were  at  their  father's  bedside  when  he 
passed  away. 
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The  funeral  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Barker  at  the  Baptist  Church  Tuesday 
and  internment  was  in  Foss  cemetery. 


We  come  into  this  world  naked  and  bare. 

We  go  through  this  world  with  worries  and  cares, 
We  go  from  this  world,  we  know  not  where. 

But  if  we  are  thoroughbreds  here, 
we  will  be  thoroughbreds  there . 


This  chapter  has  accounted  for  all  of  the  children  of  James  Simpson  Ball,  the  dates  and 
places  of  birth,  their  marriages  and  their  families . 


TO  MY  SUCCESSOR  (Author  Unknown)  . 

Here  is  a  toast  I  want  to  drink  to  a  man  I'll  never  know, 

To  the  fellow  who  is  going  to  take  my  place,  when  it's  time  for  me  to  go. 

I've  wondered  what  kind  of  a  chap  he'd  be,  and  I  wish  I  could  take  his  hand, 

And  whisper,  "I  wish  you  well  old  man",  in  a  way  he'd  understand. 

I've  learned  my  knowledge  by  sheer  hard  work,  and  I  wish  I  could  pass  it  on. 

To  the  fellow  who's  going  to  take  my  place,  someday  when  I  am  gone. 

Will  he  see  all  the  sad  mistakes  I've  made,  and  note  all  the  battles  lost? 

Will  he  ever  guess  the  tears  they've  caused  and  the  heartaches  which  they  cost? 
Will  he  gaze  through  the  failures  and  the  fruitless  toil  to  the  underlying  plan, 
And  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  real  intent  and  the  heart  of  the  vanquished  man? 

I  dare  to  hope  he  may  pause  someday,  as  he  toils  as  I  have  wrought, 

And  gain  some  strength  for  his  weary  task,  from  the  battles  I  have  fought, 

But  I've  only  the  tasks  themselves  to  leave,  with  the  cares  for  him  to  face, 

And  never  a  cheering  word  to  speak,  to  the  man  who'll  take  my  place. 

So  I  drink  to  your  health,  old  chap,  I  drink  as  a  bridegroom  to  his  bride, 

I  leave  an  unfinished  task  for  you,  but  God  knows  how  I've  tried. 

I’ve  dreamed  my  dreams  as  all  men  do,  but  never  a  one  came  true, 

And  my  prayer  today  is  that  all  my  dreams  may  be  realized  in  you . 

Someday  we'll  meet  in  the  Great  Beyond,  far  out  in  the  realms  of  space. 

You'll  know  my  clasp  when  I  take  your  hand  and  gaze  into  your  tired  face, 

Then  all  our  failures  will  be  success,  in  the  light  of  the  new  found  dawn, 

So  I'm  drinking  to  your  health,  old  chap,  who'll  take  my  place  when  I'm  gone. 


In  bringing  this  family  history  to  its  close,  I  wish  it  were  possible  to  personally  take  each 
and  every  living  individual  named  herein  by  the  hand  and  wish  for  all  a  future  of  an  abundance 
of  health,  wealth  and  happiness  . 

I  trust  and  pray  that  when  the  last  scene  of  all  comes  for  each  of  us  and  we  pass  into  that 
undiscovered  country,  from  whose  bourne  no  traveler  returns,  to  that  house  not  made  with 
hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens,  each  may  hear,  from  Him  who  setteth  as  the  Judge  Supreme, 
the  welcome  words,  "Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  thy 
Lord" . 


When  we  have  received  this  welcome  and  have  entered  these  portals,  my  friends,  then  and 
not  until  then,  will  we  have  conquered  our  last  frontier.  ^ — y 
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ROY  H.  BALL 


LEFT:  The  Wedding  picture  of 
Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball  and  Viola 
(Hutton)  Ball  -  1897. 


RIGHT :  This  author  and  his 
mother  -  Viola  (Ola)  Hutton 
Ball,  1899. 


BELOW :  Family  group  of  Jessr 
R.  (Bob)  Ball  -  1906  -  1.  Roy. 
2.  Viola  (Hutton)  Ball.  3. 
Goldie  Irene  Ball.  4.  Bob 
Ball.  5.  Virgil  R.  Ball. 


BELOW:  The  lean-to  home  on  the  plains  of  Western  Oklanoma  -  of  James  Simpson  Ball  -  taken  1903.  1.  Viola  (Hutton) 
Bal1'  2'  /Yirgii\Rr>'  ?,allo  3-  *oy  H-  Bal1-  4-  Jesse  R-  (Bob)  Ball.  5.  Geo.  Leander  (Lee)  Ball.  6.  Earnest  M.  Ball. 

/•  (Frank)  Ball.  8.  Robt.  Ray  Pennington.  9.  Floy  F.  Pennington.  10.  James  Simpson  Ball  2nd.  11.  Ida  Bell 

rr-  PiT?w8it\°n\*12’  Mafy  Ann  (SidweU)  Ball.  13.  James  Simpson  Ball.  14.  J.  Otis  Sheffield.  15.  Mary  Ann  (Ball) 
Sheffield  (Mel).  16.  Bessie  Pennington.  v  ' 


School  at  Foss,  Oklahoma  -  1907. 


1.  Goldie  Irene  Ball.  2.  Virgil  R.  Ball.  3.  Roy  H. 
Ball  -  taken  1905. 


The  last  home,  at  Foss  in  Western  Okla.  -  of  Jesse  R.  (Bob) 
Ball  -  before  moving  to  Okla.  City  in  1911. 
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1.  Roy  H.  Ball.  2.  James  Simpson  Ball  the  2nd.  3.  James  Morris  Ball.  School  picture  at  Foss,  Oklahoma  -  taken 
about  1907. 


Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball. 


The  Home  of  Jesse  R.  Ball  (Bob)  in  Oklahoma  City  at  time  of  his  death  August  29,  1936  -  now  home  of  his  daughter  Goldie 


1.  Clellie  Ann  Ball.  2.  Grandma  Dillon.  3.  Maude  Dessie  Ball.  4.  Lloyd  Calvin  Ball.  5.  Wm.  David  (Dave) 
Ball.  6.  Safrona  (Dillon)  Ball.  7.  Thomas  Elmer  Ball.  8.  Columbus  Marshall  Ball.  Taken  at  their  home  in 
Benton  County,  Missouri  about  1893. 


The  Geo.  Thomas  Ball  family  and  their  dugout  home  in  western  Oklahoma  -  Custer  County  -  about  1901. 
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1.  Bell  (Baker)  Ball.  2.  Mary  Ball.  3.  Earnest  Ball. 
4.  John  L.  Ball.  Taken  1891. 


1.  Geo.  Leander  (Lee)  Ball.  2.  Bonnie  Ball.  3.  Geo. 
Thomas  Ball.  4.  Jessie  Ball.  5.  James  Simpson  Ball  the 
2nd.  6.  Etta  (Baker)  Ball.  Taken  1895  -  Benton  County, 
Missouri.  Girl  standing,  not  a  member  of  the  family. 


Geo.  Leander  (Lee)  Ball  and  his  wife  Maude  (Surber) 
Ball  7 

Second  Lieutenant  W illiam  B. 

Miles,  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  Jan. 

19,  1923  -  May  17,  1944. 

Killed  in  action  -  Elba,  Italy  - 
World  War  II.  Pilot  of  Bomber. 


Geo.  Owen  Ball  -  Field  Act. 
World  War  2.  Son  of  George 
Leander  (Lee)  Ball  and  Maude, 
his  wife. 


Mary  Ann  (Mel)  Ball  -  Mrs.  John 
Sheffield.  Oldest  daughter  of  James 
Simpson  Ball. 


The  sons  of  James  Simpson  Ball  -  Dave,  Sam,  John,  Geo.  ,  Bob,  Frank. 


Lee  David  Ball  (Lee)  World  War  I 


Lloyd  L.  Williamson 


Florence  (Ball)  Williamson 


Bobbie,  age  7  Billie  Williamson,  son  of  Florence 

(Ball)  and  her  husband  Lloyd  L. 
Williamson.  Tail  gunner  on 
Bomber  -  killed  in  action  in 
Germany,  World  War  II. 


The  home  of  Mary  Ann  (Mel)  Ball  and  her  husband  John  Sheffield  -  Bowie,  Texas.  Taken  about  1900. 


1904.  Ida  (Ball)  Twyman  and  husband  John  E.  Twyman. 


Wedding  Picture  -  1895.  Mary  Ann  (Mel)  Ball  and  John 
Sheffield. 


James  M.  Ball 
Taken  1936 


Mrs.  James  M.  Ball 
Taken  1935 


Wm.  H.  Adcock. 


Myrtle  (Ball-Miller)  Adcock. 


James  Claude  Ball  -  (Claude)  Family  Group.  Left  to  Right.  Jack  C.  Ball,  Opal  (Ball)  Roach,  Sam  M.  Ball,  Jessie 
(Huckleberry)  Ball,  Robert,  Claude,  Murrell,  Gladys  (Ball)  Burns.  Taken  1952. 


1.  Emeline  Ball,  daughter  of  Wm.  and  Parallee  Ball,  born  in  Iowa  on  July  31,  1853,  married  November  4,  1873,  died 
November  27,  1875.  2.  Parallee  Ball,  third  wife  of  Wm.  Ball,  bom  in  Kentucky  on  July  13,  1826.  3.  Susan  Coble, 
first  wife  of  Ira  Ball,  bom  December  8,  1862,  married  1880,  died  1891.  4.  Lucinda  Jane  Ball,  daughter  of  Wm.  and 
Parallee  Ball,  bom  in  Iowa,  on  July  15,  1865.  Emeline  and  Lucinda  are  half  sisters  to  James  Simpson  Ball.  (The  original 
of  this  picture  was  reproduced  at  Guthrie,  Oklahoma  on  October  28,  1955.  Three  copies  were  made  at  this  time. 

Parallee  Ball  originally  sent  individual  pictures  to  Columbia,  Missouri  to  produce  the  arrangement  as  shown.  -  R.  H.B.) 


Earnest  M.  Ball  and  wife  Geneva. 


This  old  iron  kettle  (24  Gal.)  belonged 
to  James  Ball,  the  veteran,  and  is  the 
one  that  fell  from  the  load  and  broke 
one  of  the  legs.  It  is  on  the  same  old 
farm  that  belonged  to  the  veteran  and 
which  is  now  occupied  and  owned  by 
Carl  J.  Ball.  It  is  in  the  Ball  Ridge 
district  NW  of  Owenton,  Kentucky. 


James  Harrison  Ball,  born  November 
18,  1845,  died  July  2,  1916.  A  grand¬ 
son  of  James  Ball  and  Rachel,  his  wife. 
A  great  grandson  of  James  Ball,  the 
veteran. 


1.  Jesse  R.  (Bob)  Ball  -  2nd.  2.  Bessie  (Skinner)  Ball.  3.  Virgil  Robert  Ball.  4.  Linda  Jane  Ball.  5.  Edw.  Willis 
Ball.  6.  Beverly  Ann  Ball.  Taken  about  1944. 


Goldie  (Ball)  Perryman,  Samuel  E.  Perryman  and  son  Donald  Virgil  Robert  Ball. 

Edward  Perryman. 


Nathan  Ball 


Rachel  Ann  (Ball)  Hardy. 


Samuel  King  Ball. 


Burial  place  of  James  Simpson  Ball  and  wife 
Foss,  Oklahoma. 


James  Simpson  Ball 


and  his  wife  Mary  Ann  (Sidwell)  Ball. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  H.  Ball  in  their  home.  Age  58. 


William  Allen  Wilson 
Grandson  of  Roy  H.  Ball 


Julia  Irene  Ball 
Daughter  of  Roy  H.  Ball 


Susan  Irene  Pitzer 
Granddaughter  of  Roy  H.  Ball 


Johnnie  Pitzer 
Grandson  of  Roy  H.  Ball 


Roy  H.  Ball  and  wife  at  sign. 


Ball  Harbor,  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roy  H.  Ball  on  Silver  Lake,  twenty  minutes  from  downtown  Oklahoma  City. 

Having  fun  at  Silver  Lake. 
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Park  Avenue,  Oklahoma  City,  looking  East  from  Municipal  Building 
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